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No.  12. 


>lr.  Cushiiiau  to  the  Standard  Kevisors. 

The  following  letter,  which  appeared  iu  the 
AiiterieaH  Fancier,  April  21st.  is  .<o  appro- 
priate at  this  time  that  we  reprint  it  entire : 
"To  the  Revi>ion  (.'onmiitteo  on  the  Now 
Standaril  of  E.Ki-ellenoe : 

(ientleiueii : — You  have  in  your  bamls  the 
future  of  manv  l>reetls  of  fowls.    You  can 


the  breeders  of  the  country,  and  do  what  the 
majority  want  done.  'NVliile  the  promoters  of 
certain  breeds  will  make  themselves  heard, 
will  see  that  you  do  nothinsi  to  injure  their 
favorite  breeds,  the  breeders  of  other  varieties 
will  say  little,  and  leave  you  to  do  as  you 
plea.>ie.  Xow  we  respectfully  call  your  atten- 
tion to  this  state  of  atTairs  because  we  think 
some  breetis  have  been  undulv  favored  in  the 


the  type  for  which  has  been  chosen  upon 
utility  lines.  .The  AVyantloltcs  and  Plymouth 
Itocks  arc  the  most  prominent  examples.  AVe 
would  class  Cochins,  Hrahmas,  Lanirshans, 
Jlinorc.is, and  Legliorns. anions;  utility  breeds; 
but  they  owe  their  utility  as  much  to  natural 
or  inherited  (lualities  as  to  selection  and  breed- 
ing for  a  purpo.se.  AVyandottes  and  riymouth 
Hocks,  however,  were  built   from  varieil 
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make  changes  in  the  new  Standard  that  will 
eventually  cause  obscure  breeds  to  become 
very  popular,  or  you  can  kill  the  popularity  of 
certain  breeds.  You  can  •  make  or  break ' 
tbem.  TVe  believe  you  realize  your  responsi- 
biUty,  and  will  act  for  the  best  good  of  the 
whole  fancy,  and  indirectly  for  the  good  of 
the  poultry  industry  of  this  country.  You 
will,  of  courtie,  an  far  as  possible,  represent 


past,  while  others,  equally  meritorious,  have 
been  neglected  or  injured  by  .Standanl  makers. 
Utility  breeders  have  not  had  a  hand  in  it, 
simply  because  they  have  bad  no  interest  in 
this  matter  until  lately. 

"  In  the  past  Standards  have  been  made 
principally  for  the  development  of  beauty  an<l 
uniformity  in  the  difTerent  lireeils.  There  are 
a  few  notable  exceptions,  however,  of  breeds 


material.  A  certain  stocky,  blocky  shape 
that  insures  quick  growth  and  full  flesh  has 
been  aimed  at  and  adhered  to.  It  has  been 
maintained  and  still  further  developed.  The 
utility  shape  has  iu  these  breeds  been  placed 
before  any  other  consideration.  Beauty  has 
also  been  developed  in  them,  but  not  iu  a  way 
to  materially  injure  their  utility.  Kven  the 
English  authority  who  bemoans  the  fact  that 


so  many  breeds  have  had  their  useful  qualities 
ruined  by  English  fanciers,  speaks  of  the 
AVyandotte  and  Plymouth  Rock  as  breeds  that 
are  as  yet  unspoiled  for  practical  purposes. 

"  We  think,  gentlemen,  that  the  Black 
Spanish  and  Leghorns  were  at  one  time  as 
good  representatives  of  utility  fowl,  of  the 
non-sitting  egg  i)roducers,  as  well  bred  Wyan- 
dottes  and  Flyniouth  Hocks  now  are  of  the 
best  fowl  for  the  production  of  both  flesh  and 
eggs.  That  the  former  are  now  of  that  type, 
we  do  not  admit.  In  making  the  Standard 
for  tliem,  the  best  egg  producing  type  was  not 
made  the  leading  and  most  unchangeable 
re(iuireuu'nt.  AVe  claim  that  in  breeding  for 
the  existing  Standard  points,  and  not  recogniz- 
ing or  niaiutainiug  the  best  egg  producing 
shape,  these  breeds  have,  in  the  hands  of 
show  breeders,  deteriorated  as  practical  fowls. 
They  have  been  refined  and  beautified  away 
from  the  best  egg  producing  type;  have  been 
made  smaller,  slenderer,  and  less  vigorous. 
They  are  less  hearty  feeders,  and  do  not  pro- 
duce as  large  eggs,  and  in  many  cases  no  more 
of  them.  We  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  the 
reiUii  fion  iu  the  size  of  the  bird,  in  the  size  of 
the  comb  and  wattles,  the  length  and  thick- 
ness of  the  leg,  length  of  body  and  fullness  of 
the  abdomeu  has  reduced  their  egg  producing 
capacity.  Minorcas,  we  believe,  have  not  yet 
been  injured  in  this  way,  and  as  white  egg 
producers  only,  stand  at  the  head  today 
among  the  non-sitting  Mediterranean  class. 
Had  White  Leghorns,  with  their  preferable 
white  plumage  and  yellow  legs,  been  bred 
more  toward  the  Minorca  size  and  shape,  and 
of  the  type  of  body  liest  adapted  for  egg  pro- 
duction, if  the  type  had  been  .selected  and  as 
strictly  adhered  to  as  was  the  characteristic 
shape  of  the  Wyandotte,  we  believe  that 
White  Leghorns  would  have  been  better  than 
anything  we  have  today,  more  popular  among 
both  fanciers  and  practical  producers  than  all 
other  non-sitting  egg  laying  breetls  put 
together. 

"  Vou  will  admit,  gentlemen,  that  the  utility 
breeds  are  most  popular  among  all  classes, 
even  among  fanciers.  Our  poultry  exhibi- 
tions show  this.  On  the  other  hand,  I  will 
admit  that  their  beauty  has  done  more  than 
their  utility  qualities  to  introduce  them.  In 
order  to  be  popular,  a  breed  must  have  beauty 
no  less  than  utility.  The  development  of 
beauty  along  with  utility  is  legitimate  and 
very  desirable;  but  please,  gentlemen,  for  the 
good  of  the  fancy  as  well  as  the  commercial 
poultry  in<lustry,  make  a  Standard  for  every 
breed  that  has  the  faintest  claim  for  some 
utility  (luality,  that  will  place  the  special  use- 
ful points  first,  and  will  constantly  develop 
and  make  the  most  of  those  qualities.  Then 
build  on  all  the  beauty  that  is  wished,  so  long 
as  it  does  not  destroy  or  conflict  with  utility. 
Don't  allow  a  few  breeds  to  continue  to 
monopolize  the  favor  of  the  people  on  account 
of  their  utility.  There  are  others  that  are 
just  as  worthy  if  given  as  good  a  chance,  if 
not  hindered  and  hampered  by  a  wrong 
Standard. 

"  The  promoters  of  certain  breeds  deserve 
the  harvest  that  they  have  reaped  through 
their  shrewduess  and  farsightedness.  They 
have  made  their  breeds  lead  all  others  in  u.se- 
ful  (jualities,  and  at  the  same  time  have  bred 
them  for  show  points,  and  thus  caused  them 
to  become  the  most  popular  breeds  in  this 
country.  They  have  had  an  axe  to  grind, 
have  repeatedly  ground  it,  and  have  done 
good  work  with  it.  Backers  of  other  breeds 
of  poultry  seem  to  be  slow  in  learning  their 
tiictics  and  following  their  methods.  It  seems 
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to  me  tbat  it  is  time  breeders  of  other  varieties 
should  wake  up  and  take  their  turu.  Breeders 
of  AVyandottes,  Plymouth  Rocks,  Light  Brah- 
mas,  Langshaus  and  Minorcas  need  not  worry 
if  the  new  Standard  does  not  develop  the  util- 
ity qualities  in  other  breeds.  They  may  well 
be  satistied,  for  the  bulk  of  the  trade  of  the 
whole  country  is  coming  their  way. 

"  If  the  breeders  of  other  varieties  do  not 
attend  to  this  themselves,  gentlemen,  please 
bear  the  matter  in  mind,  and  do  what  you  can 
to  make  the  less  popular  breeds  more  in 
demand  by  making  a  Standard  that  will 
develop  their  most  useful  qualities.  If  you 
can  adjust  the  Standard  so  no  useful  breed 
will  in  the  future  be  sacrilioed  to  some  trivial 
fad  or  the  indulgence  of  a  mere  fancy  you 
will  have  done  a  noble  work. 

Such  is  the  humble  opinion  of 

Samuel  Cushman. 

Pawtueket,  It.  I." 


Balanced  Riition  for  Breeding  Hens. 

What  to  Afld  to  Corn  Meal  and  Bran. 

One  of  our  subscribers  in  Kansas  wishes  us 
to  give  him  a  ration  for  a  peu  of  fifteen  White 
"Wyandotte  breeders  of  standard  weight.  He 
wishes  this  feed  to  consist  mainly  of  bran  and 
corn  meal,  as  that,  he  says,  is  the  cheapest 
chicken  feed,  but  be  wants  it  to  include  every- 
thing else  necessary  for  fertile  eggs.  In  other 
words,  he  wishes  to  know  what  to  add  to  bran 
and  corn  meal,  iu  order  to  make  a  balanced 
ration  for  breeding  stock.  What  would  )  ou 
feed  under  the  circumstances?  What  would 
you  add  to  the  bran  and  meal,  to  bring  them 
to  your  idea  of  a  true  chicken  feed?  We  are 
also  informed  by  some  authority,  that  it  is  a 
mistake  to  feed  breeding  hens  a  large  amount 
of  soft  food.  Is  it  true  that  the  birds  will  lay 
more  really  fertii^  eggs  if  they  are  fed  on  solid 
grain  ? 

Wliole  Grain  is  Best. 

"  My  experience  clearly  proves  that,  for 
strongly  fertilized  eggs,  whole  grain  is  the 
best,  and  if  fowls  have  free  range,  corn  is  the 
best  of  the  grains,  care  being  taken,  of  course, 
not  to  feed  too  generously,  to  make  them  over- 
fat.  I  have  noticed,  for  a  long  time,  that  hens 
fed  almost  exclusively  on  whole  corn  lay 
richer  eggs,  with  higher  colored  yolks,  than 
those  fed  on  a  more  nitrogenous  ration  for  the 
purpose  of  getting  the  greatest  number  of 
eggs.  This  led  me  to  think  that  corn  and 
whole  grain  would  give  better  eggs  for  hatch- 
ing, and  upon  experimenting,  I  found  it  true. 
While  soft  feed  with  plenty  of  meat  will  bring 
the  greatest  number  of  eggs,  the  whole  grain 
will  give  much  more  strongly  fertilized  eggs, 
which,  I  think,  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact 
that  the  fowl  is  given  a  grinding  machine  of 
her  own,  and  she  will  keep  in  better  health  if 
allowed  to  grind  her  own  food  with  it,  as  too 
much  soft  food  seems  to  derange  the  digestion, 
which  makes  her  more  sul^ject  to  disease. 

New  Jersey.  J.  E.  Stevenson." 

Add  Meat  of  Some  Kind. 

"  I  would  add  to  the  corn  meal  and  bran,  a 
meat  food  of  some  kind,  either  one-tenth  part 
beef  scraps  or  meat  meal;  scald  enough  for 
the  morning  feed,  and  feed  grain  at  night. 
This  is  presuming  that  he  has  a  large  run  for 
the  fowls  with  grass;  if  not,  I  would  add  cut 
clover,  either  dry  or  green.  If  I  bad  milk  I 
would  mix  the  soft  feed  with  milk,  then  I 
would  do  vv'ithout  the  meat  meal  or  scraps.  I 
prefer  to  feed  my  laying  hens  a  soft  feed  once 
a  day,  with  which  I  can  best  give  a  meat 
ration  and  whatever  other  ingredient  I  may 
wish  to  add.  D.  A.  Mount. 

New  Jersey." 

Some  Poisonous  Dried  Blood. 

"If  he  wishes  to  feed  bran  and  corn  meal  to 
his  hens,  let  it  be  in  the  proportion  of  seven 
measures  of  bran  to  three  of  corn  meal ;  but  to 
this  must  be  added  nitrogenous  food,  which 
forms  the  albumen  and  part  of  the  yolk ;  this 
I  would  supply  in  the  form  of  ground  dried 
blood,  not  to  exceed  ten  per  cent  by  measure, 
all  to  be  mixed  into  a  'dry  wet'  mash — 
crumbly,  not  sloppy.  This  will  produce  eggs 
at  a  rate  that  will  satisfy  anybody ;  but  as  to 
their  hatching  qualities  that  is  another  matter. 
I  am  fully  convinced  that  any  forced  produc- 
tion of  eggs  impairs  the  strength  and  vitality 
of  the  germ.  The  germ  dies  at  all  stages  of 
the  hatch.  The  majority  of  breeders  of  poul- 
try, however,  aim  to  have  their  hens  produce 


the  largest  number  of  eggs  possible  in  the 
shortest  space  of  lime;  they  force  a  hen  to  lay 
in  two  years  what  nature  intended  her  to  be 
eight  or  ten  years  iu  producing,  and  then  they 
search  in  every  direction  but  the  right  one  to 
find  the  cause  of  poor  hatches  and  weak 
chicks,  of  which  only  a  small  percentage  ever 
arrive  at  maturity. 

"I  take  it  for  granted  that  he  will  supply 
plenty  of  green  food  if  his  birds  are  confined ; 
this  is  very  necessary,  as  there  is  no  vigor 
where  there  is  no  green  food.  If  he  wishes 
fertile  eggs  during  the  winter  months,  he  must 
furnish  green  food  in  some  shape  to  secure 
them.  Other  essentials,  as  grit,  lime,  etc.,  he 
will,  of  course,  supply.  The  trouble  in  feed- 
ing soft  food  is  due  to  the  manner  in  which  it 
is  prepared.  It  will  not  do  to  make  it  too 
wet.  Neither  will  it  do  to  let  any  stand  from 
one  feeding  until  the  next  in  warm  weather, 
as  it  will  sour,  and  bad  results  follow.  Soft 
feed  is  all  right  if  properly  prepared  and  fed. 
My  preference,  however,  is  whole  grain  for 
the  evening  feed,  and  for  convenience,  would 
be  at  all  times;  but  1  use  the  ground  feed  in 
the  morning  so  as  to  feed  the  blood,  which, 
being  a  meal,  must  be  fed  in  this  way. 

"I  must  add  a  word  of  caution  as  to  the 
dried  blood.  A  woman  in  Connecticut  sent 
me  a  sample  two  weeks  ago  of  so-called  dried 
blocd  which  she  had  been  feeding  to  duck- 
lings, and  before  she  located  the  trouble,  had 
lost  one  thousand  early  hatched  ones.  1  had 
the  sample  analyzed.  The  chemist  reports  as 
follows:  'Ash,  20 per  cent;  organic  volatile 
matter,  68  per  cent;  moisture  at  212  degrees, 
12  per  cent.  Remarks:  This  article  is  not 
dried  blood.  It  is  an  organic  compound, 
highly  putrid  and  extremely  decomposed,  and 
dangerous  to  animal  life.  It  is  not  out  of  place 
to  pronounce  it  poison.'  I  use  but  one  brand 
of  blood,  and  as  it  is  especially  prepared  for 
poultry  and  not  for  fertilizing  purposes,  I  can 
rely  on  it.  For  stimulating  egg  production 
and  feather  growth  during  the  moulting  sea- 
son, I  know  of  nothing  to  equal  it. 

Missouri.  H.  E.  Moss." 

Breeding  Stock  Must  Have  Exercise. 

"  One  of  the  essentials  to  answer  this  query 
satisfactorily  would  be  the  circumstances 
under  which  his  fowls  are  kept,  whether  with 
ample  range,  or  confined  to  small  runs.  This 
range  question  has  all  to  do  with  the  answer. 
If  fowls  are  confined  to  close  quarters,  some 
provision  must  be  made  for  exercise,  no 
matter  what  is  fed.  If,  as  I  suppose,  his  birds 
are  confined,  I  see  no  way  to  feed  bran  and 
meal  mainly,  and  get  a  respectable  percentage 
of  fertile  eggs.  I  know  of  no  way  to  give 
them  needed  exercise  in  getting  this  class  of 
food.  Bran  and  meal,  to  save  waste,  must  be 
fed  out  of  boxes,  or  something  suitable;  no 
exertion  is  required  to  get  the  food.  A  hen 
must  be  kept  iu  vigor  by  exercise  and  by 
proper  feed ;  without  sufficient  food  no  eggs 
can  be  had  at  all. 

"If  the  correspondent's  birds  are  confined, 
to  get  fertile  eggs  he  cannot  feed  mainly  on 
ground  feed.  If  he  is  a  soft  feed  man,  he 
should  feed  it  but  once  a  day,  and  then  for 
the  evening  meal  feed  grain,  wheat  and  oats, 
and  any  other  small  grain  he  can  get,  except 
rye,  sparingly  in  the  morning;  this  must  be 
buried  in  straw  or  in  the  grouno  and  lightly 
covered  so  that  they  will  have  to  scratch  it 
out.  Repeat  this  at  noon,  being  sure  none  fed 
before  is  left  over.  This  gives  the  needed 
exercise.  iThen  at  night,  they  can  have  his 
soft  feed  if  he  must  feed  it  at  all,  but  no  more 
than  they  will  clean  up  in  ten  minutes.  To 
this,  to  be  sure  of  fertility,  some  animal  food 
must  be  added— not  too  much,  for  too  much 
spoils  all;  they  need  a  little  every  day.  A 
small  handful  of  cut  grease,  bone  and  meat 
scraps,  beef  preferred,  for  eight  or  nine  fowls 
is  ample;  more  is  an  injury,  but  they  need  it 
everv  day,  not  twice  a  week  as  much  as  they 
will  eat,  as  many  writers  will  tell  you.  Too 
much  meat  and  bone  produces  laxity  of  the 
bowels,  impairs  the  digestive  organs,  and  soft 
eggs,  thin  shelled  eggs,  and  infertile  eggs 
result.  If  to  these  things  he  adds  green  food 
daily  in  some  palatable  form,  and  does  his 
part  with  good  common  sense,  he  will  get 
fertile  eggs  and  plenty  of  them. 

"  I  believe,  from  my  experience,  that  it  is  a 
mistake  to  feed  breeding  hens  soft  food  at  all. 
No  mashes,  hot  or  cold,  for  my  breeding  stock. 
I  feed  good,  sound,  sweet  grain,  a  variety  of 
it.  My  bins  contain  wheat,  oats,  corn,  buck- 
wheat and  a  little  barley  when  not  too  dear; 


also  the  best  wheat  screenings  attainable,  for 
the  small  stufl'and  broken  grain  iu  it  is  harder 
to  find  in  the  straw.  These  fed  sparingly  three 
times  a  day,  the  most  at  the  last  feed,  fed 
where  they  must  work  for  every  kernel  of 
grain.  Then  they  get,  fed  on  the  ground  so 
that  they  shall  not  gobble  straw  with  it,  a 
small  handful  of  green  bone  cut  fine  to  each 
yard  of  njne  birds,  every  day,  and  all  the 
cabbage  or  some  equally  good  green  food  they 
will  eat.  They  get  this  the  year  around.  They 
have  clean,  dry  houses  and  grounds,  and  I  get 
fertile  eggs  that  hatch  vigorous  chicks.  I  do 
not  lose,  accidents  excepted,  five  chicks  out  of 
a  hundred  clear  of  the  nests,  and  I  get  plenty 
of  eggs  at  any  time  of  the  year,  when  I  want 
them.  lean  get  a  good  fair  egg  supply  dur- 
ing the  moulting  season  if  1  try  to  get  them. 
New  York.  H.  S.  Burdick." 

Corn  is  Good  Hen  Food. 

"  I  should  add  cut  clover  and  meat  or  beef 
scraps  to  the  ration  of  bran  and  corn  meal.  If 
sulScient  range  and  green  food  are  given,  bran 
and  corn  meal  make  a  pretty  fair  I'ation  for 
the  morning  meal.  I  think  that  all  fowls 
should  have  at  least  one  feed  of  whole  grain 
daily  to  give  the  muscles  of  the  gizzard  and 
digestive  system  something  to  do,  otherv\-ise 
they  become  relaxed  and  weak.  If  the  range 
does  not  furnish  insects,  meal  or  beef  scraps 
are  good  substitutes.  Buy  meat  scraps  that 
are  coarse  enough  so  that  you  can  see  the  meat 
fibers,  instead  of  being  ground  so  line  that  you 
cannot  tell  whether  it  is  composed  of  half 
bone  or  tankage  or  what  not. 

"  If  nitrogenous  green  food  is  not  plentifully 
supplied,  more  bran  should  be  given  as  well 
as  wheat  middlings,  cheap  flour  and  corn 
gluten.  I  suppose  that  a  small  quantity  of 
cotton  seed  or  linseed  meal  might  be  added  to 
advantage,  but  I  have  not  used  it.  Too  many 
overlook  the  importance  of  green  food  in 
insuring  fertile  eggs,  as  well  as  in  saving  the 
cost  of  the  most  expensive  food  elements. 
Second  crop  clover  is,  probably,  the  most 
valuable,  while  green  fodder  from  rye,  oats, 
peas,  sweet  corn  and  rape  is  excellent  as  food 
and  to  furnish  buli.  One  or  the  other  may 
be  had  the  year  through,  and  should  be  pro- 
vided. Vegetables  may  be  used  to  give  bulk 
or  dilute  the  concentrated  grain  food  if  green 
stuff  or  clover  is  not  available,  and  may  be 
fed  both  cooked  and  raw.  Turnips,  beets, 
parsnips,  carrots,  cabbage  and  potatoes  may 
be  utilized  in  this  way. 

"A  large  amount  of  food,  a  quantity  that 
taxes  the  digestive  and  assimilative  powers  to 
the  utmost,  is  undesirable;  is  not  only  detri- 
mental where  fertile  eggs  are  desired,  but  is 
the  principal  cause  of  disease.  It  is  astonish- 
ing how  small  a  space  fowls  may  be  made  to 
thrive  in.  They  will  take  sufficient  exercise 
if  fed  lightly  enough,  given  pure  air,  and  kept 
clean.  Overfeeding  yarded  fowls  is  a  more 
common  evil  than  not  feeding  the  right  ele- 
ments. An  overfeed  or  soft  food  will  make  a 
fowl  feel  more  sluggish  and  inactive  than  an 
oversupply  of  dry  grain;  it  will  be  eaten 
faster,  and  if  not  digested,  will  ferment  and 
cause  trouble  sooner.  Although  a  small 
quantity  is  more  digestible  than  dry  whole 
grain,  there  is  more  risk  in  giving  them  all 
they  can  fill  up  on.  I  advise  giving  it  but 
once  per  day,  and  then  only  about  half  what 
they  would  eat  if  very  hungry.  Although  a 
greater  egg  yield  can  be  secured  by  feeding 
soft  food,  a  greater  per  cent  of  fertile  eggs  will 
be  secured  from  a  flock  fed  the  right  quantity 
of  dry  unground  grain  containing  the  right 
elements,  as  well  as  meat  and  green  food. 
Birds  thus  fed  will  be  less  susceptible  to  colds 
and  more  active  and  vigorous,  more  inclined 
to  be  continually  on  the  move.  Fowls  that 
are  confined,  deprived  of  outdoor  air  and 
exercise,  may,  like  sedentary  people,  do  best 
if  they  eat  a  small  quantity  of  soft  food  of  the 
right  kind,  and  less  whole  grain. 

"While  I  would  warn  poultry  keepers 
against  feeding  nothing  but  clear  corn  to  con- 
fined fowls,  I  believe  that  corn  should  be  fifty 
per  cent  of  the  food,  and  that  any  other  or  all 
other  grains  could  be  dispensed  with  better 
than  corn.  The  greatest  value  of  corn  comes 
to  the  front  when  you  want  something  to  piece 
out  or  balance  a  ration  of  green  stufi',  say  fresh 
cut  clover,  oats  or  rye.  Corn  possesses  prop- 
erties that  make  it  better  for  this  purpose  than 
any  other  one  grain.  After  eating  mush  and 
slops  for  a  time  one's  muscles  grow  softer,  he 
is  less  inclined  to  lift  heavy  weights,  and  more 
contented  to  sit  still.    A  small  saucer  of  oat- 


meal with  sugar  and  cream  at  breakfast  may 
limber  him  out  and  make  him  feel  lighter  and 
think  clearer,  but  leave  off  the  sugar  and  the 
cream,  and  he  may  find  that  itdoes  not  digest, 
and  that  he  feels  weak  and  depressed.  Dis- 
tend the  stomach  with  hasty  corn  meal  pua- 
ding  and  milk,  and  I  will  warrant  that  you 
will  feel  more  like  dozing  or  going  to  bed  than 
anything  else.  Solid  food  in  small  quantities 
has  the  opposite  efi"ect.  Beef  scraps  make  the 
soft  food  richer  and  more  appetizing,  and 
furnish  similar  elements,  but  in  a  more  digesti- 
ble form.  The  beef  scraps  are  to  the  soft 
mess  what  the  milk  is  to  the  hasty  pudding, 
or  the  sugar  and  cream  are  to  the  oatmeal. 
The  stifler  the  mess— the  less  water  there  is  in 
it— the  better.   Have  it  crumbly,  not  sticky. 

"  I  find  that  birds  fed  in  such  a  way  as  to 
make  the  droppings  soft  are  not  as  easily  kept 
iu  good  condition  as  those  fed  so  that  the  excre- 
ment, when  voided,  will  almost  roll  ofi'  from 
a  hoard  ;  they  will  not  be  as  active  or  produce 
as  many  fertile  eggs.  Fowls  fed  in  a  way  to 
give  the  greatest  possible  egg  yield  will,  I 
believe,  have  soft  droppings.  The  greatest 
possible  egg  yield  and  the  greatest  possible 
fertility  of  eggs  must  not  be  expected  from 
the  same  pen,  or  will  not  be  secured  by  the 
same  management. 

"  Say  what  you  will  about  the  evils  of  too 
much  carbonaceous  food,  I  believe  that  an 
excess  of  it  is  less  dangerous  to  health  than  an 
oversupply  of  nitrogen  in  the  food.  Neither 
is  desirable,  but  if  it  is  to  be  one  way  or  the 
other,  give  me  the  excess  of  carbon.  The 
system  can  take  care  of  a  little  too  much  ot 
either  of  the  food  elements,  but  a  great  excess 
causes  trouble.  An  excess  of  carbon  can  be 
exercised  and  breathed  off  or  stored  up  as  fat. 
It  furnishes  heat  and  force,  or  the  power  that 
runs  machinery.  An  excess  of  nitrogen,  if 
not  absorbed,  causes  the  most  serious  bowel 
troubles.  If  taken  into  the  blood  in  excessive 
quantities,  it  is  only  thrown  out  through  the 
liver  and  kidneys.  According  to  high  author- 
ities, what  is  not  required  to  build  and  renew 
muscle,  nerve  and  feathers,  or  supply  a  part 
of  the  material  for  the  eggs  produced,  is  a 
clog  and  a  danger.  It  cannot  be  stored  away 
for  future  use  in  the  same  way  that  carbon  is. 
It  seems  to  me  that  corn  is  getting  a  black  eye 
that  it  does  not  deserve;  that  the  anti-corn 
writers  are  going  too  far.  The  various  grains 
have  properties  that  chemical  analyses  do  not 
show,  and  which  have  a  great  deal  to  do  with 
their  digestibility.  The  experienced  feeder 
will  not  feed  the  same  combination  continually, 
or  to  all  breeds  alike,  but  will  make  up  his 
proportions  according  to  the  nature  of  the 
breeds  to  be  fed,  and  will  watch  the  results 
closely  and  change  the  amount  of  the  different 
elements  as  the  condition  of  the  flock  requires. 

Rhode  Island.        Samuel  Cushman." 

—liural  New  Yorker. 


Notes  and  Comments. 

"  I  will  put  myself  on  record  as  believing, 
if  you  wish  to  make  a  breed  the  most  valuable, 
that  the  moment  the  type  and  color  is  ascer- 
tained to  be  that  in  which  the  specimen  or 
breed  will  lay  the  largest  number  of  eggs,  to 
make  that  the  standard,  fixed  and  unalterable, 
at  that  moment  you  will  be  acting  with  intel- 
ligence and  force,  and  will  be  respected  by 
the  majority  of  the  breeders." —  I.  K.  Felch, 
iu  Poultry  3loiithly. 

Right  you  are,  Mr.  Felch !  Now  take  the 
next  step,  and  put  yourself  on  record  as  say- 
ing, that  if  utility  is  to  govern  in  fixing  a 
standard,  an  utility  test  must  be  applied  — 
must  be  used  to  determine  the  comparative 
merits  of  difl'erent  individuals  and  diftering 
types.  Under  present  conditions  this  is  not 
done,  and  cannot  be  done.  Therefore,  present 
conditions  are  wrong.  Ergo,  a  change  must 
come. 

*  * 

Mr.  Cushman's  letter  to  the  Standard 
revision  committee  contains  some  good  sug- 
gestions. I  much  fear  that  they  are  seed 
sown  on  stony  ground.  There  is  little  reason 
to  believe  or  hope  that  the  committee  will  act 
upon  them.  There  are  "  good  men  and  true" 
in  the  association  and  on  the  committee,  but 
the  American  Poultry  Association  as  a  body 
stands  committed  to  the  old  order  of  things, 
to  the  fancy  rather  than  the  practical  side  of 
poultry  culture,  to  the  interests  of  the  few  as 
opposed  to  the  interests  of  the  many. 

There  is  just  one  way  in  which  the  practics) 


I  so  7 


227 


I 


FROM  A  BOVS  DRAWrNG. 


bxitslers  can  effei-t  the  chaiisres  tliey  :i>k  for 
tliroUL'b  the  A.  V.  A.,  ami  that  is  liy  joiniii!; 
tbut  IkxIv  in  siiilicient  numl>er>  to  control  its 
action  and  ilictate  it£  poliev. 

.*  • 

■•  An  e<litor  of  a  poultry  paper  sarcastically 
asks:  'Are  '•  breeding  pens"'  at  shows  really 
l>ree»linir  |>ensor"  show"i^>ons?'  .  .  .  I?y  care- 
ful ini|iiir)'  our  readers  will  leani  that  niiie- 
tecths  or  more  of  the  winning  lireeilini:  pens 
shown  throuL'hout  the  country  have  l>e<>n 
retained  l>y  tlicir  owners  for  lireedin^;  pur- 
poses, anil  in  most  ca>(s  ihc  same  specimens 
will  Ije  found  in  their  favorite  yard.  This 
fact  answers  the  rjuenilous  c<litor  in  unmis- 
takable lan^au'e,  that  the  show  birds  an<l 
pens  make  the  l>est  bree-ling  pens,  and  as  it  is 
fair  to  presume  that  the  most  intelli;.'ent 
breetlers  arc  among  the  winners,  that  their 
experience  has  taught  them  that  such  are  the 
facts."'  —  Editor  Pikuce,  in  Fancieis' 
Gazette. 

It  is  Pomethinir  of  a  surprise  to  find  that  in 
the  Fanrifrs'  Gazette.  Jir.  Pierce  certainly 
knows  l»etter.  lie  must  know  that  it  is  a 
notorious  fact  that  in  many  breeds  an  exhibi- 
tion pen  is  not  mated  for  brcedini:,  and  if 
bred  from  will  not  produce  its  like  of  either 
sex.  He  cannot  but  know  that  it  is  easy  to 
bring  proof  of  this  fact  in  overwhelming 
amount.  It  is  such  statements  as  this  of  his 
that  show  how  weak  is  the  position  of  those 
who  arc  making  so  many  extravagant  claims 
for  "  the  fancy."  Their  case  is  hopeless,  yet 
they  cannot  bear  to  give  up. 

« 

•  » 

Fortunately  for  '•  the  fancy,"  which  is  a 
very  good  thing  in  its  place,  all  its  advocates 
are  not  reduced  to  such  straits.  In  looking 
over  a  file  of  the  Poultry  Monthhj  Xhe  other 
day,  I  came  across  a  communication  from 
Theo.  Sternberg,  in  which,  curi  .)u>ly  enough, 
Mr.  ."itemberg,  in  encouraging  and  stimulating 
fanciers  to  put  forth  stronger  efforts  to  make 
their  shows  a  success,  made  use  of  precisely 
the  same  idea  that  at  about  the  same  time  I 
was  using  to  incite  practical  poultrymcn  to 
abandon  the  shows  and  separate  from  the 
element  that  had  made  the  shows  what  they 
are.   Here  is  Mr.  Sternberg's  paragraph  : 

"  Many  of  the  clouds  which  olistruct  the 
fanciers  vision  result  from  not  realizing  cer- 
tain fundamental  lines  of  divergence.  Eco- 
nomic poultry  and  poultry  bred  for  exhibition 
have  in  common  only  the  fact  that  Iwth  ideas 
are  devclooed  in  and  by  fowls.  To  the 
breeder  of  economic  poultry  the  general  mar- 
kets, prices  of  fowls  for  consumption  and  eggs 
for  eating,  are  the  objects  to  be  attained; 
profit  in  this  direction  is  to  be  stuilied.  This 
market  can  and  will  exist  it-tio  poultry  shows 
were  ever  held. 

"  Of  course,  the  element  of  beauty  will  also 


exist  ia  the  care  and  breeding  of  poultry  for 
mere  market  purposes.  He  is  also  deeply 
concerned  in  breeils  and  blood  in  thorough- 
bred fowls.  The  fancier  breeds  for  exhi- 
bition, nis  market,  his  profit,  is  in  exhibi- 
tions. To  him,  .so  far  as  profit  is  concerned, 
poultry  shows  arc  an  absolute  necessity. 
AVithout  them  there  would  be  no  sales,  no 
business,  and  naught  but  that  sentiment  which 
causes  him  to  love  his  fowls  for  theniselves 
will  remain.  .Just  collar  this  thought:  get 
a  gooil  hold  on  it,  ami  never  let  it  get  away : 
Without  exhibitions  there  will  be  no  market 
for  exhibition  fowls.  Just  in  the  proportion 
that  poultry  shows  multiply,  just  so  will  the 
demand  for  exhibition  fowls  increase.  Just 
in  proportion  as  poultry  shows  decline,  so 
will  values  of  exhil)ition  fowls  drop." 

Practical  poultrymen  may  learn  from  this 
that  they  are  a  very  necessary  adjunct  to  the 
fanciers'  show  system,  and  that  in  spite  of  his 
professions  of  disinterestedness  and  his 
avowed  indifference  to  questions  of  profit  and 
loss  as  connected  with  his  fowls,  the  fancier 
is  after  all  influenced  by  motives  as  sordid  as 
their  own. 


"  The  pot  called  the  kettle  black."  We 
know  the  consequences.  The  Country 
Gentlemnn,  of  April  29th,  cont;iined  some 
severe  criticisms  on  "  Farmers'  Bulletin  Xo. 
51,  Standard  Varieties  of  Chickens,"  prepared 
and  illustrated  by  Geo.  O.  Uowaril,  poultry 
artist  and  editor  of  The  Feather,  anA  issued 
by  the  Department  of  Agriculture  at  Wash- 
ington. In  connection  with  the  criticisms  the 
Country  Gentlemnn  reproduced  some  of  the 
worst  of  the  illustrations.  Xow  Mr.  Howard 
scores  by  publishing  some  most  execrable 
cuts  from  the  Country  Gentleman,  and  from 
books  which  it  is  trying  to  sell  to  its  sul)- 
scribers.  Mr.  Howard  easily  disposes  of  the 
pleasant  little  fib  of  the  Country  Gentleman, 
that  it  has  no  financial  interest  in  the  question 
by  showing  that  the  Country  Gentleman,  if 
not  actually  issuing  books,  is  interested  in 
selling  them.  Of  course  all  this  doesn't  affect 
the  bulletin  either  way,  but  it  is  a  little  rough 
on  the  Country  Gentleman's  reputation  as 
an  impartial  critic,  and  is  meat  and  drink  to 
the  soul  of  editor  Howard.  So  far  'tis  either 
party's  fight,  with  no  honors,  and  the  combat- 
ants about  equally  disfigured. 

»  *  , 

Mr.  Howard  takes  advantage  of  this  occa- 
sion to  say  some  very  nice  things  of  himself 
and  his  work.  Among  others  he  pays  himself 
this  dubious  compliment:  "  We  have  shown 
the  original  photos,  from  which  these  draw- 
ings were  made  to  several  friends,  and  after 
comparing  with  the  plates  in  the  bulletin  they 
marvel  at  the  close  resemldance."  Truly,  if  I 
were  a  poultry  artist,  and  even  my  friends 


marveled  at  a  close  resemblance  between  my 
work  and  my  copy,  I'd  think  it  another  case 
of  a  round  peg  In  a  square  hole. 

From  the  West  Virginia  experiment  station 
comes  another  bulletin  on  "'chickens."  As 
stated  in  the  jirefacc,  the  olyect  in  jircscnt- 
ing  this  bulletin  is  to  stimulate  the  poultry 
industry  In  this  state,  and  to  atVord  I'onvcniciit 
information  for  fanners  who  have  not  had 
access  to  poultry  literature.  Though  the  bulle- 
tin is  in  many  respects  open  to  criticism,  the 
object  in  presenting  it  is  altogether  commenda- 
ble. Anything— any  measure,  or  method  that 
will  rouse  the  great  mass  of  people  who  keep 
chirkens  out  of  their  present  dull  apathy 
toward  the  needs  and  possibilities  of  their 
fowls,  ought  to  be  welcome. 

« 

»  » 

On  the  title  page  of  the  bulletin  we  find 
this,  " Let  your  family  and  neiyhhors  read 
this  liulletin.  Xo  scientijie  matter  in  it." 
Again,  in  the  preface :  "Nothing  of  a  strictly 
scientific  nature  will  be  found  in  this  bulletin. 
Wc  have  endeavored  to  present  everything  in 
the  simplest  possible  language."  Here  is  more 
of  that  abominable  assiunption  that  science 
and  sitn|>lc  language  are  incompatible.  The 
experiment  stations,  instead  of  catering  to  the 
silly  notion  that  w  hat  is  scientific  is  not  suited 
to  the  plain  people,  ought  to  be  the  leaders  in 
showing  the  plain  farmers  that  real  science 
has  its  foundation  in  matters  with  which  they 
are  all  familiar,  ami  that  it  not  only  is  possible 
to  make  scientific  statements  in  simple  lan- 
guage, but  that  that  is  the  best  way  to  make 
them.  A  scientific  statement  or  treatise  need 
not  be  a  mess  of  technical  terms  and  phrases. 

.*» 

In  a  bulletin  on  "Chickens,"  prepared  for 
the  farmers  of  a  state  where  the  poultry 
industry  has  as  yet  made  little  progress,  it  is 
an  unpleasant  surprise  to  find  "Poultry  .Imlg- 
ing"  the  first  topic  considered.  After  rccom- 
ineniiing  that  "  pei  soiis  wishing  to  learn  the 
art  of  judging  poultry  "  secure  copies  of  the 
Standard  and  the  Philosophy  of  Judging,  the 
author  says:  "With  these  two  works  it  is 
possible  for  persons  interested  in  poultry,  in  a 
short  time  to  learn  the  best  methods  of  judg- 
ing poultry." 

This  is  all  wrong,  and  if  the  farmers  of 
AVest  Virginia  are  wise,  they  will  not  j)ay  out 
their  money  for  those  books.  They  are  books 
for  the  fancier  and  breeder,  not  for  the 
farmer. 

.  •  . 

In  attempting  to  imitate  the  Standard 
glossary  without  infringing  on  the  copyright, 
the  author  of  the  bulletin  makes  some  ludi- 
crous errors.  He  defines:  "Carriage, — the 
upright  attitude  of  a  fowl ;  Ear-lobe, — fold 
of  skin  hanging  from  the  ear;  /"((re,— the 
bare  skin  from  top  of  bill  around  the  eyes; 
Fluffs, — downy  feathers  around  the  thighs; 
Hock, — elbow  joint  of  the  leg — the  scaly  part 
of  the  leg;  Score-card  —  the  certificate  of 
character  for  a  chicken."  This  is  awful. 

Again,  in  trying  to  dodge  the  Standard 
copyright  in  the  cut  showing  application  of 
terms  in  judging  the  fowl,  the  back,  thighs, 
tail  and  toes  are  not  mentioned. 

* 

*  * 

The  part  of  the  bulletin  w  hich  will  be  really 
useful  and  valuable  to  the  farmers  of  the 
state,  is  that  which  includes  chapters  on 
"Feeding  Chicks,"  "Feeding  Fowls,"  "Feed- 
ing In  a  Xutshell,"  (reprint  from  the  Poultry 
Keeper),  "Marketing  Poultry,"  "  Shipping 
Eggs,"  "Lice,"  "Chicken  Cholera,"  etc.  To 
this  is  appended  a  complete  list  of  poultry 
papers,  giving  price  of  each,  and  such  other 
information  as  may  help  to  guide  those  inter- 
ested in  selecting  papers. 

John  H.  RoBrxsox. 


The  color  of  the  comb  has  more  to  do  with 
the  laying  of  the  fowl  th;m  the  size.  We  have 
never  noticed  that  Wyandottes  with  small 
combs  were  inferior  layers  to  those  with  very 
large  combs.  Redcaps  have  the  most  magnifi- 
cent combs  as  far  as  size  is  concerncil  of  all 
domestic  fowl,  and  while  they  are  good  layers 
there  are  other  breeds  with  small  combs  that 
excel  them.  We  believe  that  the  egg  trait 
must  be  developed  in  a  strain  of  fowls  by 
thorough  and  systematic  selection,  and  not 
depemling  on  external  signs  alone.  —  Poultry 
Chum. 


Only 

Tliink  what  a  long  train  of  diseases  arise  from 


Impure  blood.    Then  keep  the  blood  pure  with 


Sarsaparilla 

riie  One  True  Blood  Purifier.  AH  druggists.  $1. 
Hood's  Pills  are  always  reliable.  25cent3. 

PmGES  SEDUCED 

After  May  15th. 

Eggs  a  Hatching. 
Barred  Plymouth  Rocks. 

(Hrowii  V.-^-,:  si  rain  :  "  ilic  bu.siiu-vs  f<.\vl  >.i  the 
ilHli  ci^nlury.") 

White  Wyandottes, 

(Hrowii  Efg,  rrolilic  Laying  Slock.) 

PRICK,  $1  PKR  SITTING. 

For  opps  from  llie  same  pens  T  set  cgps  from  for 
my  own  chickens. 

Incubator  KRgs,  $6  per  100. 

A.  F.  HUNTER, 

 South  Natick,  Mass. 

BROILERS  FOR  PROFIT,  50  cents. 

I*rolitable  Poultry  I'ariniiig;,  2.5  cents. 

A  Living  from  I'oultry,  2,5  cents. 

Money  in  Hens,  33  cents. 

The  four  books  for  8$1.00.  A.l.lrcss 
MICIIAKL  K.  BOYKll,  Hamiiionton,  X.  J. 

AKATOMA  F.4KM. 

Wc  liave  two  carefully  s<-lecle(l  hrecdinff  peas  of 
eai  li,  II.  riymoiith  Kocks,  Wliile  Wy;.n<1oltos,  and  S. 

White  I.ejrhr>rns, asfineas  exliibliion  Ittrds,  I>rig1it, 
stron;:  ami  Iiealihv;  nothing  can  be  any  liner.  Tlicir 
ejiKs  are  unnsuall'v  ferllle  at  present  fialclihif.'.  We 
will  sell  a  limited  nnmher  of  sittings  from  ciilier  of 
these  pens  during  March  antl  April  at  $2  per  sitting. 
Apply  to  W.  p.  GEirEKKAN.:Managei-. 

Hox'20'.,  Kalonah.N.Y. 

IPoultry 
suppuesi 

OF  EVERY  DESCRIPTION. 

Bone  Cutters,  Incubators, 
Cnislied  Oyster  Shells  and  other  Grits, 
(ii  iiund  Meat  Meals,  Beef  Sci-aps,  Bone, 
Krinking  Fountains,  Feeding  Pans, 
i'oultry  Netting,  Condition  I'owder,  etc. 

Cut  Clover  Hay 

Heady  for  u,e. 

At  $2  per  100  pound  Sack. 

barge  illustrated  Catalogue  free. 

HARVEY  SEEB  CO.. 

&  19  Ellicott  St.,  Buffalo,  N 


NCUBATOR 

Hatches  Chickens  hv  Steam 
Absolutely  self-regulatinf. 
The  simplest,  most  reliable, 
and  cheapest  first-class  Hatcher 
in  the  market.  Circulars  free. 
«EO.  EUTEI,  CO.,  Quino  ,  III, 

WW  n  I    I    b  FXIKXIV  X3X7CKS. 

Duck  Eggs  STper  M'.     Tncuhator  E:;i;<  S4  per  100. 
1..4YWEL1.  POI  LTKV  F.^K^I 


K.  Arrington.  Siipt. 


Lyndonville.  Tt. 


CAPON 

(iaiJe-Worru  E.\  tractor, 
•-ix'.  Ufiiiil  by  Money- 
Order  or  rt'<dstered  iettt-r. 
G.  P.  PILLIXCiftSONs. 
1229  CalknvhiU  Street. 
Philadelphia.  l»a. 


Complete  set,  with  full 
instructions,  post-paid, 
on  receipt  of  $2..t0.  2Sp. 
(  apon  Book  f ri'e  for  2c 
stamp.  Poultry  Marker. 
2.V.    Koup  SyriUije,  Uto. 


KONK  MEAT.,  SHKT-T.,  GIUT.  CH  AKCOAL, 

lione  Cutter,  Ch>ver  Cutu  r.  Ma:  k<  i  (  aponiziujr  Set, 
etc.   Scud  for  circular. 

J.  H.  SLACK.  BloomsbuiT,  N.J. 
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A  Word  of  Caution. 

Eeal  estate  agents  in  Boston  and  vicinity 
say  that  the  demand  for  small  farms  for 
poultry  raising  was  never  so  great  as  this 
season.  Many  men  engaged  in  various  lines 
of  business  have  found  that  in  the  rapidly 
changing  conditions  of  the  last  few  years  trade 
has  been  gradually  forsaking  them,  and  hav- 
ing heard  that  enormous  profits  could  be  made 
on  a  small  investment  in  poultry,  they  turn  to 
that  as  a  means  of  recuperating  their  fast 
dwindling  resources.  Others,  dissatisfied 
with  their  present  positions,  look  to  poultry 
keeping  as  somethiug  that  will  give  them 
independence,  and  a  better,  if  not  a  surer 
income.  Men  in  both  classes  turn  to  poultry 
raising  because  they  imagine  the  work  is  easy, 
the  profit  large,  and  little  capital  needed. 

Many  of  those  who  have  already  engaged 
in  poultry  farming,  and  many  others  who 
think  of  it  as  somethiug  they  will  get  into  as 
soon  as  they  can,  look  to  Faem-Poultry  for 
information  and  advice.  To  all  such  we  wish 
to  address  a  word  of  caution :  If  intending 
to  do  the  work  yourself,  you  have  embarked 
in  the  business  with  the  idea  that  the  work  is 
light  and  the  profits  large,  drive  that  idea 
from  your  mind  as  soon  as  possible.  Face 
the  facts  as  they  are,  not  as  you  would  wish 
them  to  be.  While  there  is  little  heavy  work 
connected  with  poultry  keeping,  the  duties  of 
the  poultryman  are  exacting,  and  the  routine 
soon  becomes  monotonous.  You  will  find  it 
necessary  to  give  close  attention  to  every 
detail  of  the  work ;  you  will  find  it  impracti- 
cable to  postpone  until  tomorrow  anything 
that  can  be  done  today;  you  will  find  that 
attention  to  the  wants  of  your  fowls  will 
interfere  with  some  of  the  diversions  and 
recreations  to  which  you  have  long  been 
accustomed;  and  you  will  find  it  not  easy  to 
forego  these  things;  you  will  find  that  you  are 
not  on  a  royal  road  to  wealth ;  that  though  the 
business  compares  more  than  favorably  with 
most  others,  considering  amount  of  capital 
invested,  you  have  a  great  deal  to  learn 
before  you  can  manage  it  except  at  a  loss ;  and 
when  you  have  learned  to  make  fowls  pay, 
you  will  find  that  a  good  living  is  all  one  can 
ordinarily  make  from  the  business.  If  you 
are  not  willing  to  engage  in  the  business  with 
such  a  prospect  before  you,  drop  it  at  once. 
Don't  put  another  dollar  of  money  or  another 
day  of  time  into  it. 

To  any  who  are  thinking  of  abandoning 
other  employments  to  engage  in  poultry  rais- 
ing we  say  :  Don't  do  it  unless  you  are  sure 
you  will  better  yourselves  by  the  change. 
There  is  no  greater  folly  than  to  give  up  cer- 
tainties for  uncertainties. 

A  successful  poultryman  must  be  method- 
ical, systematic,  and  possessed  of  some  execu- 
tive ability.  He  must  be  a  fairly  good  business 
man.  Many  of  those  now  turning  to  poultry 
keeping  as  a  way  of  escape  from  occupations 
with  which  they  have  become  dissatisfied  are 
the  very  persons  who,  more  than  all  others, 
ought  not  to  attempt  to  engage  in  business 
of  any  kind  for  themselves.  There  are  thou- 
sands of  men  who  do  well  in  subordinate  posi- 
tions but  would  fail  if  placed  in  positions  of 
responsibility.  There  are  hundreds  capable 
of  managing  aflairs  for  others  but  not  for 
themselves.  The  number  of  men  whose 
business  judgment  is  safe  when' unbiased  by 
personal  interest,  but  liable  to  be  warped' 
where  their  own  interests  are  directly  at 
stake,  is  much  larger  than  is  generally 
supposed. 

Farm-Poultry  wants  to  see  none  engaging 
in  the  poultry  business  but  those  who  have 
the  qualities  which  warrant  an  expectation  of 
success.  Consider  well  before  you  decide  for 
a  change.  It  will  be'easier  by  far  to  throw  up 
your  present  position  and  sink  your  savings, 
than  to  secure  a  new  position  and  accumulate 
again  a  sum  sufiicient  to  replace  what  you 
have  lost. 

Don't  mistake  us.  There  is  profit  in  fowls. 
You  may  be  able  to  get  it;  you  may  not.  Take 
time  to  decide,   lie  sure  of  yourself. 


Poultry  will  be  unprofitable  if  not  given  a 
good  start,  like  all  things  else  on  the  farm.  It 
only  pays  to  keep  them  when  you  keep  them 
well,  attending  to  their  needs  as  carefully  as 
you  do  those  of  the  horses  and  the  cows.— 
Exchange. 


The  Kansas  Hen. 

The  Topeka,  Kans.,  correspondent  of  the 
Kansas  City  Star  says  of  the  last  report  of 
the  Kansas  state  board  of  agriculture :  — 

It  is  mainly  devoted  to  the  poultry  industry, 
and  it  bears  evidence  of  painstaking  care  in 
its  preparation.  No  document  issued  by  the 
department  since  its  organization,  has  been 
more  interesting,  and  the  information  it  gives 
is  a  revelation.  On  the  title  page  is  printed  in 
red  this  dedication : 

"  The  Helpful  Hen  —  While  everything  else 
was  going  to  rack  and  ruin,  she  increased 
and  multiplied;  she  supported  herself  and 
the  family,  too.  The  very  insects  which 
would  have  despoiled  the  farm  she  fattened 
upon,  laying  her  daily  egg  —  the  blessed  egg 
that  took  the  place  of  beef  and  milk,  mutton 
and  pork  —  and  in  good  lime  after  all  these 
services,  surrendered  her  toothsome  body  to 
the  cause  of  humanity." 

The  introduction  by  secretary  Coburn 
briefly  summarizes  the  contents  of  the  report. 
It  says  that  the  value  of  Kansas  poultry  and 
eggs  solil  last  year  was  $3,608,815,  or  19  per 
cent  more  than  the  entire  value  of  the  rye, 
barley,  buckwheat,  castor  beans, cotton,  hemp^ 
tobacco,  broom  corn,  Milo  maize,  Jerusalem 
corn,  garden  and  horticultural  products  mar- 
keted, and  of  the  wine,  honey,  sheep  and  wool 
sold  the  same  year.  No  field  crops,  with  the 
exception  of  wheat,  corn  and  hay,  equaled  in 
value  the  surplus  sold  from  the  Kansas  hens, 
ducks,  turkeys  and  geese. 

"  It  was  a  sum  sufficient  to  pay  all  the 
state  and  city  taxes  of  the  preceding  year, 
and  leave  on  hand  the  comfortable  nest  egg  of 
$175,000.  Its  value  was  95  per  cent  greater 
than  the  same  year's  output  of  our  lead  and 
Kinc  mines,  conceded  to  be  of  great  richness, 
nnd  within  23  per  cent  of  the  value  of  all  the 
coal  mined  during  the  preceding  year.  It  was 
23  per  cent  greater  than  the  total  paid  in  the 
state  for  teachers'  wages  and  school  super- 
vision ;  more  than  three  times  as  much  as  the 
total  combined  amounts  paid  for  school  sites, 
buildings,  furniture,  rent,  repairs,  district 
library  and  school  apparatus,  fuel,  incidentals 
and  all  other  school  purposes  except  salaries. 
In  fact,  the  poultry  came  within  about  14  per 
cent  of  paying  the  entire  cost  of  the  public 
schools. 

"  The  average  value  of  poultry  and  eggs 
sold  annually  in  the  state,  as  returned  to 
assessors,  in  the  five  years  ending  with  1896, 
was  $3,333,562,  or  a  value  greater  by  nearly  10 
per  cent  than  that  of  the  potato  crops  for  the 
same  years,  55  per  cent  greater  than  the 
sorghum  crops,  71  per  cent  greater  than  the 
millet  and  Hungarian,  and  168  per  cent  greater 
than  the  value  of  Kaflir  corn. 

"  Prices  of  poultry  and  eggs  in  1896  were 
not  high,  but  the  year's  surplus  sold  from 
Kansas  farms  amounted  to  within  2  per  cent 
of  the  total  value  of  all  milch  cows  owned  in 
the  great  cattle  raising  regions  of  Colorado, 
New  Mexico,  Arizona  and  Utah;  more  than 
the  value  of  all  cattle  owned  in  Oklahoma, 
with  the  swine  of  Colorado,  Montana,  Nevada 
and  Wyoming  added;  or  about  the  same  as 
the  value  of  all  the  sheep  in  the  six  New  Eng- 
land states  and  those  of  New  York  and  South 
Carolina  added;  nearly  as  much  as  all  the 
sheep  owned  in  Texas  were  worth;  or  as 
much  as  the  value  of  all  the  corn  of  New  Eng- 
land, with  that  of  North  Dakota,  Montana 
and  Wyoming  thrown  in  for  good  measure. 

"  According  to  the  United  States  census  of 
1890,  Kansas  then  ranked  among  states  and 
territories  as  fourth  in  number  of  chickens, 
fourth  in  ducks,  seventh  in  turkeys,  and  nine- 
teenth in  geese. 

"  Despite  their  importance  there  is  appar- 
ently a  notable  lack  of  practical,  popular 
information  within  ready  reach  on  the  subject 
of  farm  fowls.  Likewise,  much  less  attention 
is  given  them  than  their  economic  importance 
justifies,  and  the  great  aggregate  of  money, 
merchandise  and  substantial  comforts  they 
bring  into  the  homes  of  farmers  and  villagers 
(mainly  through  vigilant  caretaking  by  the 
good  housewives)  is  but  poorly  comprehended 
or  appreciated  by  the  men  folks  who  are  so 
laigely  the  beneficiaries.  It  is  from  a  desire 
to  remedy  this  to  some  extent  and  to  awaken 
new  interest  along  these  lines  that  the  data 
here  presented  —  mostly  the  experience  and 
counsel  of  those  long  and  successfully  engaged 
in  poultry  culture  —  have  been  compiled. 

"  It  is  not  offered  .as  by  any  means  an 


exhaustive  treatise  or  complete  guide  as  to 
breeds  or  management;  not  in  advocacy  of  the 
use  of  artificial  incubators  nor  of  any  particular 
make;  not  a  manual  for  fanciers,  but  as  help- 
ful information  for  every-day  fowl  raisers; 
for  the  many  women  and  occasional  men  who 
possess  the  genius  of  patient  industry  which 
modestly  accomplishes  with  small  things  more 
of  good  than  those  who  must  do  large  or  not 
at  all.  It  is  to  encourage  bettering  our  con- 
ditions by  taking  advantage  now,  this  year, 
of  the  opportunities  and  utilizing  the  innumer- 
able resources  that  are  ours  for  the  taking 
rather  than  relying  on  some  far-away  financial 
god,  the  next  political  campaign  or  the  sub- 
sequent congress  to  make  us  sure  of  a  pros- 
perity so  often  elusive;  to  suggest  that,  while 
the  '  important '  crops  may  sometimes  fall 
short  in  yield  or  price,  no  family  with  health 
and  a  well  cared  for  flock  of  fowls  need  want 
for  the  necessities  to  sustain  life  nor  to  seek  a 
home  where  nature  is  supposed  to  have  been 
more  lavish  in  her  gifts. 

"  If  Kansas,  with  her  Kaftir  corn,  sorghum, 
corn,  grasses,  range  and  location,  is  not 
prolific  of  poultry,  eggs,  miik  and  milk  prod- 
ucts that  in  prices  and  quality  can  aggres- 
sively and  successfully  compete  in  all  good 
markets  with  those  from  any  quarter  of  the 
globe,  surely  the  fault  is  with  her  own  people. 
—  F.  D.  COBURN,  Secretary." 


Does  It  Pay?  . 

The  question  is  suggested  by  a  letter  from 
Dr.  S.  T.  Neill,  of  Clinton,  Mo.,  in  which  he 
says : 

"  My  success  in  curing  several  cases  of  roup 
induces  me  to  write  you  my  treatment.  The 
fowls  were  almost  blind,  did  not  eat,  had 
become  weak  and  debilitated ;  the  throats 
were  filled  with  a  cancerous  deposit.  A  few 
applications  of  three  per  cent  pyrozone,  with 
a  dropper,  into  the  throat  caused  the  cancer 
to  loosen  and  clear  up.  After  usin_g  the  pyro- 
zone each  time  I  waited  fifteen  or  tweuty 
minutes,  and  sprayed  the  throat  with  a  solu- 
tion of  one  drachm  of  pinus  Canadenses,  one 
drachm  listerine,  ten  drops  of  carbolic  acid, 
and  one  ounce  of  water,  and  with  a  dropper  I 
put  a  drop  of  solution  of  boracic  acid  in  the 
eyes.  In  a  week  the  fowls  ate  unassisted,  and 
in  three  weeks  were  laying  again.  I  must  tell 
you  that  in  assisting  the  fowls  to  eat  I  forced 
grit  and  soft  foods  into  the  throat  and  also 
watered  them  by  forcing  it  down  them." 

The  treatment  was  successful  in  that  it 
effected  a  cure.  But  does  it  pay  to  go  to  so 
much  time  and  trouble  with  sick  fowls? 

In  the  cases  here  reported,  Dr.  N.,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  medical  treatment  was  obliged  to 
take  time  and  trouble  to  feed  the  fowls,  by 
forcing,  for  a  week.  If  the  fowls  were  not 
high  class  breeding  stock  they  certainly  were 
not  worth  all  this  trouble.  If  they  were  high 
class  stock  they  may  still  v\'in  prizes  for  their 
owner,  though  they  are  (in  this  most  experi- 
enced breeders  agree)  after  such  a  serious 
attack  of  roup  forever  unfitted  for  bi-eeding. 

Some  years  ago  the  writer  had  a  pair  of 
Houdan  pullets  similarly  afl'ected  with  roup. 
He  took  them  to  an  empty  room  in  the  dwel- 
ling house,  doctored,  fed  and  cured  them.  All 
through  the  spring  and  summer  those  pullets 
laid  better  than  any  others  on  the  place.  Their 
eggs  hatched  better  than  any  others.  The 
chicks  throve  and  grew — until  the  first  cold 
wet  days  in  the  fall;  then  the  roup  began  to 
take  them  one  by  one.  The  best  of  care  and 
treatment  c^)uld  not  save  a  single  chick  when 
once  attacked,  and  fully  two-thirds  of  them 
succumbed  to  the  disease. 

Though  the  treatment  for  the  original  cases 
of  roup  was  successful,  the  transaction,  con- 
sidered in  the  light  of  subsequent  events,  was 
a  dismal  failure.  The  loss  of  two  pullets 
would  have  been  insignificant  in  comparison 
with  the  loss  of  between  forty  and  fifty  well, 
grown  chicks. 

The  time  when  it  pays  to  doctor  fowls  is 
when  they  begin  to  be  sick,  before  they 
become  debilitated  and  helpless,  while  the 
system  readily  responds  to  treatment.  After 
the  disease  has  undermined  their  constitutions 
the  best  treatment  is  applied  with  a  hatchet. 


Punch-Marking  Chicks. 

A  subscriber  asks, "  Where  can  I  get  several 
kinds  of  poultry  markers;  for  instance,  one 
that  would  make,  a  round  hole  in  the  web  of 
the  foot,  one  to  make  a  square  hole,  another 
star  shape,  and  so  on  f " 

So  far  as  we  know,  there  are  no  punches 
made  to  make  other  than  round  holes.  There 
is  no  need  that  there  should  be.  If  such 
punches  as  this  subscriber  inquires  for  were 
used  It  would  be  difficult  to  say,  when  the 
chick  was  grown,  which  punch  had  made  any 
particular  mark.  The  holes  would  be  nearly 
alike. 

As  there  are  four  webs  in  a  chick's  feet  it  is 
easy  to  arrange  a  system  of  marking  whereby 
a  single  round  punch  (such  as  can  be  procured 
from  any  dealer  in  poultry  supplies)  will  do 
all  the  marking  required  on  the  most  extensive 
plant. 

In  the  cut  below  we  indicate  how  with  a 
single  punch  may  be  made  marks  for  fifteen 
matiugs  of  one  breed.  The  system  can  be 
duplicated  for  each  additional  breed  handled. 
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Celery  Fed  Broilers. 

George  G.  Harley,  manager  of  the  Long 
View  Poultry  Farm,  Hyattsville,  Md.,  writes 
that  the  demand  for  celery  fed  broilers  has 
been  so  great  in  Washington  that  they  have 
been  compelled  to  increase  the  size  of  the  incu- 
bator cellar,  and  make  the  brooding  house  one 
hundred  and  thirty-five  feet  longer,  giving  a 
brooder  house  of  two  hundred  and  thirty-five 
feet.  A  large  Gurney  heater  is  being  placed 
in  the  center  of  the  house.  Fourteen  more 
400-egg  Prairie  State  incubators  are  added, 
which  makes  the  total  egg  capacity  eight 
thousand  eight  hundred.  The  incubators  are 
run  by  gas. 

Sell  fresh  eggs,  or  none  at  all.  Get  just  as 
far  as  possible  from  the  general  lot  dumped 
on  the  corner  grocery.  Seek  for  regular  cus- 
tomers, and  get  retail  prices.  Stop  crying 
about  low  rates  and  cheap  goods  by  rising 
above  them.  Herein  is  the  gospel  of  success- 
ful poultry  keeping. — Exchange.  


"  Proper  Temperature." 

A  Hallowell,  Me.,  boy  set  a  hen  on  a  ther- 
mometer to  find  out  the  proper  temperature 
for  his  incubator. — Exchange. 


's  Writes 


Believe  in  Woman's  Writes? 
Of  course  we  do.  Who  could 
help  it  when  women  write  such 
convincing  words  as  these : 
"For  seven  years  I  suffered 
with  scrofula.  I  had  a  good 
physician.  Every  means  of 
cure  was  tried  in  vain.  At  last 
I  was  told  to  try  Ayer's  Sarsa- 
parilla,  which  entirely  cured 
me  after  using  seven  bottles." 
— Mrs.  John  A.  Gentle,  Fort 
Fairfield,  Me.,  Jan.  26,  1896. 

Ayer's  Sarsaparilla 
..cures.. 
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I»rovislons  For  a  Voyage. 
KUiturlal  (.'orre$poudeuc«. 

There  is  an  olJ  saying, "  One  half  the  worUl 
ikie>irt  know  how  the  other  half  lives,"  aiul 
prol>al>ly  many  of  the  rv>ailers  of  Farm- 
1\>I  LTKY  never  thouicht  al>out  the  matter  of 
the  pruvisions  for  the  passeusirers  anil  crew  of 
a  steamship  orossiu;:  the  Atlantic.  "Tis  a  very 
simple  matter  to  \iclual  a  family  when  stores 
and  markets  are  easily  within  reach,  althoutth 
many  an  otherwise  capable  housewife  groans 
over  the  Jaily  recurring  question,  •'  What 
shall  we  have  for  ilinuer  to«Iay  ? " 

An  Atlantic  liner  is  very  like  a  great  hotel, 
the  two  or  three  hundred  p:i--seugers  corre- 
sponding to  the  guests  of  the  hotel;  but  when 
it  comes  to  the  matter  of  provisions,  there  is  a 
sreat  dilTcrence,  since  the  stewarvl  of  a  hotel 
walks  down  to  the  market  each  morning  and 
buTs  the  supplies  he  anticipates  will  be 
Inquired  that  day,  while  the  stew.ard  of  a 
steamship  has  to  consider  supplies  for  an  eight 
to  ten  days  voyage.  The  weather,  too,  is  an 
element,  because  in  rough  weather  half  to  two- 
thirds  of  the  passengers  will  be  pro>trate  with 
"  mal  de  mer,"  and  will  !«  extremely  light 
eaters  —  a  bowl  of  broth  or  some  other  light 
refreshment  being  all  they  can  manage.  This 
desertion  of  the  tables,  however,  cannot  be 
calculated  upon,  and  full  supplies  must  be 
provided.  If  allowance  had  l>een  made  for 
Ee:isick  passengers  on  this  voyage  we  fear  the 
steward  would  have  miscalculated,  and  sup- 
plies run  out.  for  up  to  today  (the  sLsth  of 
the  voy aire),  not  one  passenger  has  failed  to 
eat  heartily  of  the  three  square  meals  a  day," 
and  there's  every  indication  of  our  carrying 
this  good  weather  clear  into  Liverpool.  If  the 
steward's  supplies  should  run  short  on  this 
ship  there  need  be  no  fear  of  the  passengers 
starving,  as  there  are  six  thou^and  quarters 
of  dressed  beef  in  the  hold,  and  two  refriger- 
ating engines  are  constantly  at  work,  forcing 
cold  brine  down  through  the  pipes  in  the 
cavernous  cold  stonige"  roouis  where  those 
thousands  of  tons  of  beef  are  carried. 

By  courtesy  of  the  steward  I  have  looked 
over  some  bills  for  supplies,  and  have  found 
them  extremely  interesting.  A  steamer 
carrying  two  hundred  saloon  passengers  from 
Boston  or  New  York  to  Liverpool  would  take 
in  some  seven  or  eight  tons  of  l)eef  and  mutton, 
about  three  hundred  fowls  (say  three-quarters 
of  a  ton),  seventy-five  to  a  hundred  geese, 
seventy-tive  to  a  hundred  turkeys,  a  hundred 
to  a  hundred  and  fifty  ducks,  a  hundred 
rabbits  (or  some  other  game,  according  to  the 
season),  fifty  dozen  pigeons,  and  al)out  twenty 
cases  of  eggs,  say  sis  hundred  dozen.  In 
addition  to  all  this  would  !«  a  ton  or  more  of 
fresh  fish,  Iwxes  upon  boxes  of  strawberries, 
asparairus,  lettuce,  radishes,  tomatoes, etc.,  or, 
a  little  later  in  the  season,  green  peas,  string 
beans,  green  corn,  etc.  Huge  ice  chest  rooms, 
with  tons  and  tons  of  ice  in  them  keep  these 
provisions  fresh  and  sweet,  and  those  store- 
rooms very  closely  resemble  those  of  a  great 
market  in  a  city. 

On  this  voyage  eggs  in  some  form,  (such  as 
boiled,  omelet,  scrambled,  ham  and  eggs),  are 
on  every  breakfast  bill  of  fare,  and  poultry  in 
some  form  on  the  lunch  and  dinner  bills  of 
fare.  For  luncheon  one  of  the  dishes  is 
usually  cold  roast  or  boiled  fowl,  cold  roast 
turkey,  duck  or  goose,  although  on  one  day 
we  had  fricassee  of  fowl,  served  hot;  for 
dinner  the  roast  (or  boiled)  fowl,  duck,  goose 
or  turkey  is  one  of  the  prominent  dishes, 
ranking  a  close  second  to  roast  beef,  which  is 
the  standard  always.  I  can  personally  attest 
to  the  excellent  quality  of  the  fowls,  turkeys, 
etc.,  ser\ed  on  board  this  ship,  as  I  have  eaten 
of  them  almost  every  day,  and  pronounced 
them  first  class.  Yesterday  I  ordered  fricassee 
of  fowl  at  lunch,  and  received  a  section  of 
breast  bone  with  the  meat  attached ;  at  the  end 
of  the  breast  bone  I  found  a  tidbit  of  fat,  sure 
proof  of  that  fowl  being  in  first  class  eating 
condition. 

The  steward  tells  me  he  buys  only  the  best 
he  can  find,  and  as  he  paid  eighteen  cents  a 
dozen  for  eggs  (May  IMh)  he  ought  to  have 
gotten  the  be=t  iu  the  mark-et,  but  that  he  did 
not  some  of  us  have  ^uflicient  proof;  one  egg 
that  a  table  neighbor  broke  one  of  the  first 
days  out  wa.s  undeniably  stale,  and  all  that  I 
have  tasted  are  a  considerable  distance  from 
"  new  laid."  We  see  here,  on  board  this  ship, 
an  illustration  of  how  quality  directly  inQu- 


ences  consumption  —  not  a  few  of  the  pas- 
sengers avoiding  eggs  liecausc  they  dislike  the 
pronounced  "  Ilavor  "  of  those  served  at  break- 
fast. An  English  gentleman  who  sits  near 
uie  at  t.able  remarkeil  this  morning,  "  I  always 
eat  an  egg  at  "onie,  you  know,  but  I  can't 
quite  go  your  Americ:ui  eggs  that  we  gets  "ere 
at  breakfast."  It  isn't  that  they  are  Amer- 
ican'' eggs,  but  is  because  they  are  undeniably 
stale,  are  no  longer  fresh  and  sweet. 

Eggs  could  be  kept  fresh  during  a  voyage 
across  the  Atl.antic  all  right  provided  they 
were  "  fresh  laid when  put  in  the  ice  box. 
These  eggs  which  were  sold  to  the  steward 
for  fresh  laid  are  undoubtedly  "western" 
eggs,  which  had  been  some  weeks  laiii  when 
they  reached  the  commission  dealer  in  IJoston, 
and  while  tliey  *'  candle"  all  right  and  do  not 
show  "  stale "  under  that  test,  the  palate 
instantly  detects  the  fraud,  and  the  wise 
breakfaster  turns  away  to  chops  or  steak,  or 
some  other  substitute  for  his  usual  egg. 
There  are  substitutes,  and  our  English 
neighbor  breakfasted  on  "  hot  sausage  and 
mashed  potato,"  giving  the  eggs  the  cold  hand. 

This  question  of  poor  quality  discouraging 
consumption  is  one  of  the  most  Important 
which  confronts  us  today,  and  an  intelligent 
considenition  of  it  will  greatly  profit  the 
poultry  industry.— II. 


How  Should  Grain  Be  Fed? 

Some  years  ago  the  writer  in  the  course  of 
a  little  feeding  experiment  with  milch  cows 
discovered  that  a  small  quantity  of  ground 
grain  fed  dry  gave  better  results  than  double 
the  quantity  mixed  with  water  and  fed  either 
raw  or  cooked.  It  seems  that  at  several  state 
experiment  stations  it  has  been  found  that 
raw  grain  is  better  for  stock  than  cooked. 
Mr.  T.  B.  Terry,  writing  for  the  Praclical 
Farmer,  "  explained  this  by  saying  the  cook- 
ing destroyed  some  of  the  albuminoids,  or 
rendered  them  less  digestible.  This  did  seem 
a  strange  idea  at  first.  The  stations  could 
not  believe  it  possible  until  they  had  tried  it 
over  and  over  agaiu.  It  seemed  natural  that 
cooking  should  make  the  food  more  digestible. 
This  seems  to  \ye  true  for  human  beings,  but 
not  for  animals.  You  get  less  out  of  the  grain 
cooked  than  if  fed  raw." 

While  not  denying  the  validity  of  Mr. 
Terry's  explanation,  we  wish  to  suggest 
another  reason  why  dry  or  raw  grain  is  better 
than  wet  or  cooked.  The  dry  grain  is  moist- 
ened with  the  saliva  and  thoroughly  masticated 
before  passing  into  the  stomach;  the  wet  and 
cooked  grain  is  eaten  rapidly  and  goes  to  the 
stomach  without  having  absorbed  an  apprecia- 
ble quantity  of  saliva.  It  is  therefore  when 
it  reaches  the  stomach  less  digestible  than  dry 
raw  grain,  not  because  of  a  change  in  its  com- 
position, but  because  it  is  not  acted  upon  by 
all  the  secretions  which  nature  has  provided 
to  carry  out  the  process  of  digestion. 

In  a  similar  way  wet  grain  fed  to  fowls  does 
not  remain  in  the  crop  long  enough  to  be 
thoroughly  afl"ected  by  the  secretions  of  that 
organ.  When  it  reaches  the  gizzard  it  is  not 
in  the  proper  condition  to  be  acted  upon  by 
the  gizzard,  and  a  part  of  it  passes,  undi- 
gested into  the  bowels,  causing  irritation  and 
looseness. 

There  is  a  tine  opportunity  for  practical 
experiments  along  this  line. 


Disastrous  Fires. 


The  printing  plant  which  prints  the  Belia- 
hle  Poultry  Journal,  at  Quincy,  HI.,  was 
recently  destroyed  by  fire.  The  B.  P.  J.  was 
on  time  as  usual. 

The  printing  establishment  of  Mr.  Branday, 
of  the  Practical  Pov.llryrnan,  was  also 
destroyed  by  fire.  The  P.  P.  also  comes  out 
as  usual,  though  it  had  to  be  printed  in  another 
town.  We  understand  that  editor  Branday 
was  owner  of  the  plant,  and  that  his  loss  is 
quite  heavy,  being  only  partially  covered  by 
insu  ranee. 

Begin  now  to  weed  out  the  old  and  unprofit- 
able hens.  They  will  very  soon  stop  laying, 
Hud  should  go  to  market  before  the  stock  of 
chickens  gets  too  abundant.  Kill  every  hen 
not  wanted  for  breeding,  as  soon  as  she  stops 
laying.  It  Is  easy  in  this  way  to  very  materi- 
ally cut  down  expenses.  The  economy  of 
poultry  keeping  is  something  to  be  studied, 
and  here  is  one  step  not  to  be  neglected.— 
Exchange. 


A  New  Idea. 

The  cut  of  a  feed  trough  presented  here  i> 
from  a  photograph  sent  us  by  Mr.  Wm. 
!<hortlidge,  of  Bellefonte,  Pa. 
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Mr.  Shortlidge  writes:  "Having  taken  an 
interest  in  poultry  during  the  past  thirty-five 
years,  and  always  tr>  ing  to  feed  them  clean 
food,  I  found  that  a  poultry  trough  of  the 
proper  make  was  an  absolute  necessity.  About 
two  years  ago  I  constructed  one  to  meet  my 
views;  and  although  patentable,  I  felt  that, 
perhaps,  I  would  never  sell  sufficient  to  real- 
ize the  cost  of  patent ;  hence  I  have  furnished 
my  itleas  to  others  free  of  charge,  and  here- 
with enclose  you  photographic  views  of  what 
I  have  named  the  "Sanitary  Poultry  Feed 
Trough,"  as  well  as  a  pencil  sketch  of  the 
full  size  of  one  end,  which  can  be  made  wider 
if  necessary  to  accommoilate  large  combed 
fowls.  The  length  can  be  two,  three  or  four 
feet,  as  may  be  desired,  with  slats  or  feet 
under  the  trough  to  make  it  high  enough  to 
keep  the  fowls  from  scratching  dirt  into  it, 
and  not  too  high  for  them  to  eat  their  food  by 
reaching  over  the  edges  of  the  sides.  The 
novelty  of  this  trough  is  the  sharp  edges  and 
the  wire  at  the  top,  which  must  be  about  a 
Xo.  14  or  15  wire,  and  made  very  secure. 
Although  there  is  a  hand  hold  in  the  division 
board,  I  find  that  most  persons  will  invariably 
lift  the  trough  by  the  wire,  which  stretches 
or  draws  it  iu  the  wood  and  makes  it  loose. 
The  great  advantage  of  this  trough  is  that  the 
chickens  cannot  make  a  perch  of  it  at  any 
place,  or  get  into  it  with  their  feet ;  hence  they 
cannot  foul  it." 

The  trough  is  made  of  inch  stufl",  and,  as 
stated,  may  be  of  any  length  desired.  The 
other  dimensions  as  given  in  Mr.  S.'s  drawing 
of  one  end  are — height,  exclusive  of  the  feet, 
twelve  and  one-lialf  inches ;  width  of  bottom- 
board,  upper  side  four  and  one-half,  or  four 
and  three-fourths  inches,  lower  side  one-fourth 
inch  less;  height  of  sides,  three  and  one-half 
inches,  with  bevel  on  sides  two  and  one-half 
inches  wide;  division  board  six  inches  wide, 
with  top  edge  double  beveled. 

AYhile  we  think  the  model  a  good  one,  we 
believe  that  the  dimensions  might  be  altered 
to  advantage.  We  see  no  reason  why  the 
trough  could  not  be  made  four  inches  lower 
without  losing  any  of  its  advantages.  The 
width  remaining  the  same,  we  would  make 
the  ends  eight  inches  high,  the  division  board 
three  inches  wide,  and  the  sides  three  inches 
high.  This  w'ould  give  a  narrower  bevel  on 
the  edges  of  the  sides.  The  trough  would  be 
more  quickly  made,  a  little  cheaper,  and,  to 
our  notion,  better  proportioned. 


To  E.  W.  C,  of  Troy,  N.  Y. 

Geo.  A.  Catlin,  of  1*5  1st  St.,  Troy,  N.  Y., 
would  like  to  talk  with  E.  W.  C.  of  same 
place,  ou  matters  mentioned  in  the  latter's 
communication  to  Farsi-Poultry,  May  1st. 


Poultry  at  the  Trans-3Iississippi 
Kxposition. 

The  managers  of  the  Trans-Mississippi  and 
International  Exposition,  to  be  held  atOuuiha, 
Seb.,from  June  to  November,  1898,  propose 
to  make  the  poultry  industry  department 
"  one  of  the  finest  displays  ever  made  in  any 
part  of  the  world." 

WHITE  WYANDOTTE 

EGGS 

For  hatchinfi,  $2  for  13;  $3.75  for  2fi:  So  for  40:  $10  |>er 
Also  a  few  fine  Cockerels  at  $2.  $3  and  $5  each; 
all  otlier  surplus  stork  soM. 

CHARLES  C.  RYDER, 

 \arinouthport.  .Ma.'is. 

1880-OANIELS'  BLACK  JAVAS— 1897 

and  Kose  (  fniih  While  Leghorns  win  at  the  great  Ki>s- 
ttui  show ;  alsoal  all  I  he  state  and  county  fairs,  scoring 
as  iiigh  as  !K>.  Large  in  size,  tine  in  shape,  ami  great 
lavefs.  17  years  a  breeder.  Send  for  circular.  Eggs, 
$2"  per  15,         H.  B.  DANIELS,  St.  Johnsbury,  Vu 


\Lovell  j 

>  ♦ 

Diamond  I 


^  ICycIes 


I  COMBINE  BEAUTY, 
t  STRENGTH  and  DURAB 


ILITY.  I 


All  Sizes,  Styles,  and  I'rices. 


MA>;CFACTUKED  BY 


t 

JOHN  P.  LOVELL  ARMS  CO.,  t 

BOSTON,  MASS.  T 


^  Our  line  of  C.iinerafi,  Photographic  ^ 
A  Supplies,  Fishing  TaekTe,  and  General  ♦ 
i  Sp<»rtiiig  Gooils  fh<'  best  in  tin*  world.  7 


-  -  WANTED  ■■ 

NEW  ENGLAND 

FRUIT  ANO  POULTRY  FARMS. 

For  sale,  excliange  or  to  rent.  M'e  have  daily  calls 
for  such. 

FOR  SALE 

Clioiee  Fniil,  ronUry  and  Kairy  Farms  tlirou^hout 
New  Kn^'laTul:  soiiitt  fine  Fruit"  and  Poullrv  places 
near  N.  Y.  Markets.  Address 

MASS.  PLOUGHMAN,  or  J.  A.  TVILtEY, 
 178  Devonsliire  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 

DO  NOT  FAIL 

To  ketp  vonr  chickens  ami  poultry  well  supplied 
with  grit.   We  recommend 

ROCKYHILL 


Grit 


AS   BEING   THE  BEST. 

It  is  hard,  sharp,  and  does  not  crush  iu  handling. 
Free  samples  and  jtrices  for  stamp. 

ROOKY  HILL  GRIT  WORKS, 

Office  61  Main  St.,       -     MILFOSD,  MASS. 


CUT  CLOVER,  W  lbs.  SI;  lUO  lbs.  $1.75.  Cruslied 
Oyster  Shells.  $7 .-50;  and  Micu  Crystal  Grit,  S7  per  ton. 
CLEVELAND  rOULTHY  CO..  I'lattsburgli.  X.  Y. 

The  CYPHERS' 

INCUBATOR 

lOO  to 

20,000 

EGG  CAPACITY 

Circular  Free 

CHAS.  A.  CYPHERS 

534  MOORE  STREET,     PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 

Author  "Incnbation  anrt  its  Natural  Laws" 

Barrel  Plgm.  Bocts 

Soioiitilioaih'  iii;Ue«l.  and  bred  fur  egg  proiluetioii. 
Bred  by  single  mating  system,  ami  their  health  not 
imderndned  hy  inltrretiing.  "  lleallb.  Vigor  and 
Eggs.*'  is  mv  motto.   C'alaloi.'ue  free. 

A.  W.  McCALLUM, 

 Sibley.  Iowa< 


Gold.  SiUrror  CarrrncT  boTs  the 
best  ScaU-Mnndf  nt  low  Pit  price*. 


16  oz.  to  1  lb 

U.  S.  Standard 

Hundreds  of  Specialties  at  less  than  wholesale  prices,  viz: 
s,>winsM.vhmes.  Bif»elrs,  Orvanv,  Pianos,  Cider  Mills 
(arri.Vsp*.  fans  lt'ii^tc>.  Harnos  Safr%.  Hone  Mills 
l.»ller  rrems  JackSorens  Trucks  .»n<ilS  Ha?  t^ulers 
IVeisSlar.l..  tV«t  MilK.  Slo<es  IlriHs  Koad  Plo«s 
I.awn  Moneri,  Coir.  e -<lills  Fon>-s  UthK,  Dump  Carls 
torn  Shillrrv,  llandtans  Kiilines  Tool.,  H  Ire  fenfe. 
tannin:;  nilU.  (  row  lUii-i.  Koilers  Halehe.,  t'lolhinlie. 
H.f,  Slork.  Kloalor,  lti.ilro.i.1,  Plalforni  and  1  ounler  SCALES. 

Send  for  frtH-  CaLalo|;ue  and  M-e  how  lo  S**e  Money. 
Ul  8.  J.a«r>on  fit.  CHICAQO  SOALS  CO.,  Chicago,  IU. 
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Karni-  Poultry 


A  Healthful  Occupation. 

"I  came  from  the  south  here,  auil  when  I 
came  I  was  almost  a  ph}-sical  wreck,  caused 
by  close  confinement.  Today  I  enjoy  as  perfect 
health  as  I  ever  did,  and  can  stand,  according 
to  the  statement  of  a  near  neigbboi',  'the  work 
of  two  men.'" 

Thus  writes  a  reader  of  Farm-Poultry. 

"While  we  know  from  past  experience  that 
poultry  work  is  an  excellent  occupation  for 
nervous  people,  we  do  not  care  to  boom  it  as 
an  occupation  for  the  invalid.  There  is  con- 
siderable hard  work  about  the  keeping  of 
fowls  and  raising  chicks,  and  a  broken  dowq, 
person  is  apt  to  give  it  up  before  he  is  fairly 
started;  but  we  believe  that  there  are  hun- 
dreds of  clerks  in  the  big  cities  who  are 
becoming  mere  shadows,  have  no  appetites, 
and  cannot  rest  at  night,  who  might  not  only 
make  a  success  of  poultry  keeping,  but  at  the 
same  time  regain  their  lost  health.  Far  better 
than  spending  a  pile  of  money  to  go  to  some 
health  resort,  would  it  be  for  these  people  to 
buy  a  small  place  out  in  the  country  and  move 
on  it.  Then  they  could  by  degrees  begin  the 
culture  of  poultry,  and  by  careful  woi-k  grad- 
ually build  up  a  business  that,  while  it  might 
not  pay  big  salaries,  would  at  least  give  them 
an  honest  livelihood  and  good  health  —  and 
good  health  is  far  better  than  all  riches. 

The  writer  of  this  article  was  at  one  time 
fairly  crippled  with  malaria,  brought  about 
by  living  in  a  malarious  country.  Coupled 
■  with  this  he  was  suflering  f rom  sick  headaches 
and  nervousness.  He  moved  to  southern  New 
Jersey,  where  malaria  is  unkuown,  and 
devoted  bis  time  to  poultry  and  outdoorvvork. 
It  was  slow  building  up  at  fir^t,  but  today  he 
is  better  in  health,  and  heavier  in  weight, 
than  he  ever  was  in  his  life.  How  much  better 
it  is  to  have  small  wages  and  good  health,  than 
good  wages  and  paying  the  surplus  to  the 
doctor. 

We  also  have  in  mind  the  case  of  a  preacher 
who  was  pretty  well  used  up  by  nervous 
prostrati(»n.  He  could  llnd  no  rest.  Every 
little  sound  startled  bim,  he  was  always  in 
fear  of  having  things  go  wrong,  his  temper 
was  becoming  ruffled,  and  be  had  all  sorts  of 
pains,  imaginary  and  real.  With  a  little 
money  he  had  saved  he  moved  out  in  the 
country,  and  today  he  makes  a  living  raising 
poultry  for  market,  and  declares  that  he  is  a 
new  man ;  never  was  in  so  good  a  condition. 
The  outdoor  exercise,  the  attention  required 
with  the  fowls,  and  the  walking  about,  carry- 
ing, and  performing  all  sorts  of  duties,  soon 
settled  those  nerves,  and  built  up  the  racked 
frame. 

It  is  the  high  living  in  the  city,  the  parties 
and  balls  and  theatres;  the  outrlate-at-uight, 
and  eating  late  suppers,  the  close  confinement 
during  the  day,  and  the  excitement  of  trade,— 
that  is  annually  sending  thousands  to  untimely 
graves,  and  making  wrecks  of  bodies  that 
have  sprung  from  hardy  stock. 

The  Cosmopolitan  Magazine  in  an  article 
on  "  Spending  and  Getting,"  gives  some  good 
hints  on  this  subject,  and  we  will  make  some 
excerpts  from  it : 

"He  was  engaged  in  commerce,  and  with  a 
singleness  of  purpose  and  an  intensity  of  eflbrt 
that  sapped  his  strength  and  wasted  his  ener- 
gies, until  he  broke  down  with  that  most 
common  of  modern  complaints — a  commentary 
in  itself  upon  our  madness— to  wit,  nervous 
prostration. 

"He  had  to  quit  all  business,  and  allow  his 
atJairs  to  arrange  themselves;  be  closed  his 
desk  and  left  his  daily  task.  Of  course  his 
income  immediately  became  reduced,  and  in 
consequence  be  had  to  reduce  his  style  of 
living  until  be  should  recover  his  health  and 
resume  bis  business. 

"  It  seemed  hard  that  his  wife  had  to  give 
up  her  horses  and  carriages,  and  be  had  to 
sell  his  chocolate-colored  house  in  a  dark  and 
narrow  but  fashionable  street.  He  sold  off, 
too,  a  lot  of  expensively  upholstered,  elabor- 
ate and  uncomfortable  furniture,  keeping  but 
a  few  simple  things  for  association's  sake — a 
vase  or  two  and  a  plaster  cast,  a  few  etchings, 
and  the  old  friends  among  the  books ;  not  the 
ones  with  the  smart  bindings  and  dull  titles 
forever  on  dress  parade  behind  locked  glass 
doors  in  handsome  book  cases  down  stairs. 

"Having  sold  out,  our  instance  took  a  low, 
old-fashioned  house  in  a  side  street  of  a  New 
England  village,  for  a  sum  of  money  so  small 
that  it  seemed  a  joke.   The  furniture  was  old 


mahogany,  strong  and  comfortable.  The 
country  place  was  small — not  more  than  an 
acre — and  the  house,  like  most  old-fashioned, 
village  houses,  was  set  well  toward  the  front 
of  the  land.  Great  lilac  bushes  on  either  side 
of  the  porch,  and  a  sturdy  hedge  of  box  were 
about  all  that  divided  it  from  the  path  along 
the  road.  Between  the  foot-path  and  the  road 
was  a  broad  margin  of  turf,  from  which  rose 
a  long  line  of  magnificent  elms  that  had  prob- 
ably been  planted  by  the  settlers  of  the  town. 
Two  of  these  overshadowed  my  friend's  new 
home— trees  that  might  have  grown  in  the 
forest  primeval. 

"The  back  garden  of  an  old  village  home  is 
often  an  exclusive  little  heaven;  and  this  was 
one  of  those.  Immediately  behind  the  house 
was  a  geometrical  flower  bed  in  which  grew 
all  the  hardy,  small,  old-fashioned  flowers. 
Beyond  this  was  the  vegetable  garden,  with 
peony  bushes  in  the  corners  ot  the  beds,  and 
hollyhocks  along  the  paths.  The  paths  were 
of  brick.  Either  side  of  the  place  was  framed 
in  with  fruit  trees,  beautiful  in  the  spring  for 
their  blossoms,  and  heavy  in  the  fall  with 
their  fruit.  The  garden  sloped  gently  down 
to  the  sleepy  stream  the  villagers  called  a  river, 
and  some  old  gnarled  willows  edged  the  bank. 

"What  pleasure  they  found  in  the  changing 
of  the  seasons!  In  the  spring  there  was  the 
garden  to  be  planted — good,  honest  outdoor 
toil  that  brings  a  man  close  to  the  bosom  of 
mothe  ivTature,  clears  away  the  dross  of  body 
and  mind  accumulated  during  the  winter, 
hardens  the  muscles,  braces  the  nerves,  clears 
the  eye,  and  starts  the  man  anew  with  the 
greatest  gift  of  the  gods,  sound  health.  To 
turn  the  rich  loam  in  its  many-hued  browns, 
to  smell  the  earth  earthy  in  one's  nostrils,  was 
to  feel,  as  Ant<Bus  of  old,  ever  more  a  giant 
with  each  touch  of  earth.  Then  there  was 
the  lighter  labor  for  fairer  hands— deft  prun- 
ing of  the  vines  and  branches,  the  care  of 
flowers.  Again,  the  days  came  when,  rod  in 
hand,  our  friend  wandered  far  afield  up  into 
the  hills  to  whip  the  clear,  bright  babbling 
brooks  for  the  speckled  trout. 

"To  drink  in  the  sweet  air,  now  breathing 
the  frostiness  of  departing  winter,  and  again 
warm  with  the  vague  suggestions  of  summer 
and  the  south  wind — to  see  a  vision  of  earth's 
loveliness  ever  before  him,  the  delicate  blue- 
and-gray  hues  of  the  hills  and  the  tardy  bits 
of  woodland,  while  the  meadows  and  the 
more  advanced  foliage  were  flaunting  every 
delicate  shade  of  bright  yellow  and  brilliant 
green — such  were  the  joys  of  the  spring  days, 
with  their  beauty  and  their  estatic  intoxica- 
tion. Then  came  on  the  drowsy,  indolent 
summer  season ;  the  early  sunrises;  the  moist 
sweet  breath  of  dew  and  fragrance  wafted  in 
through  the  open  casements,  the  high  noon, 
hot  and  still  save  the  droning  of  insects  in  the 
afternoon;  the  gentle,  salt-laden  sea  breeze 
stirring  the  willows;  the  sail  out  the  harbor 
before  sunset  for  a  glimpse  of  the  horizon, 
where  the  sky  meets  the  sea;  the  long  twi- 
light, and  the  calm  night. 

"  So  the  summer  waned,  and  autumn  fol- 
lowed in  its  train.  The  fashionable  people  of 
the  neighborhood  huddled  back  to  the  city 
with  the  first  chilly  blast  of  early  fall,  and  our 
friends  awaiHed  the  coming  of  the  frost  with 
an  unreasoning  dread,  but  only  to  find  as 
much  beauty  and  pleasurein  the  wijitry  season 
as  in  the  others.  How  they  enjoyed  the  exhil- 
aration of  walking  abroad  in  the  crisp,  clear, 
crystaline  air,  the  tinkling  of  the  sleigh  bells, 
the  flying  snow,  as  they  sped  along  in  a  cutter 
or  dashed  down  a  hillside  on  a  toboggan ! 
How  it  made  the  blood  glow  and  tingle  to 
circle  in  graceful  curves  on  the  neighboring 
pond,  the  white  and  glistening  snow  shading 
into  delicate  blues  under  the  edge  of  the  wood- 
land, whose  feathery  tree  tops  were  so  deli- 
cately defined  against  the  sky,  or  to  meet  on 
the  ice  with  a  party  of  revelers  at  night  and 
hold  high  carnival  in  the  blaze  and  flare  of 
great  bonfires  that  cast  deep  shadows  in  the 
surrounding  groves,  while  the  clear  stars 
shone  above  as  they  only  can  in  the  north  of  a 
winter  night.  To  add  a  supreme  zest  to  the 
enjoyment  of  the  year,  the  cold  weather  acted 
as  a  mental  tonic,  until  to  good  health  and  the 
delight  in  animal  existence  was  added  the 
craving  for  intellectual  delights. 

"Spring  came  again,  and  summer.  More 
than  a  year  had  gone,  and  his  health  and  vigor 
were  restored.  He  looked  back  upon  the 
happiest  year  of  his  life,  and  heaved  a  sigh  at 
the  thought  of  re-entering  business.  The  rich 


of  the  city  had  come  back  to  their  estates  in 
the  vicinity;  he  saw  continually  the  wives 
and  children  of  these  families,  but  the  fathers 
and  grown  sons  rushed  oft"  early  Monday 
mornings  to  the  city,  to  sap  their  energies  in 
maintaining  unnecessary  display  and  luxury 
for  their  families.  He  saw  them  returning 
Saturdays,  or  perhaps,  as  a  special  act  of  self- 
indulgence,  some  poor  rich  man  would  return 
of  a  Friday  night,  to  take'  for  holiday  the 
whole  of  Saturday  and  remain  over  Sunday ; 
or,  quite  as  likely  return  to  the  city  on  Sunday 
night.  He  watched  these  men  with  their 
wori-ied  brovv^s ;  he  saw  them  drawn  back  into 
the  maelstrom  of  toil  and  empty  success,  or, 
more  frequently  swept  down  to  despair  and 
disappointment.  He  felt  that  he  stood  on  firm 
land,  rescued  and  free.  By  the  entire  change 
in  the  conditions  of  his  life  he  had  reduced  his 
expenditures  so  considerably  that  he  could 
continue  to  live  in  the  manner  he  was  now 
living,  upon  the  income  of  what  he  already 
had.  He  could  be  happy  if  he  would  only 
resist  the  extravagances  that  creep  insidiously 
upon  one,  and  be  frugal  in  a  social  atmosphere 
of  unnecessary  luxury  and  waste.  So  froui 
anticipating  and  postponing  the  day  of  his 
return  to  business,  he  gradually  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  he  had  passed  enough  years  of 
his  life  in  miserable  struggle,  and  that  he 
would  add  more  happy  years  to  the  only  one 
he  had  really  enjoyed  since  his  boyhood. 

"He  realized  that  thi-  millionaires  or  woukl- 
be  millionaires  who  hurried  back  to  town 
were  really  poor,  while  he  was  truly  rich. 
And  as  these  poor  rich  men  were  swept  back 
to  the  smoke  and  noise  and  filth  of  the  city, 
our  friend,  musing  on  these  things,  walked 
home  in  the  sunshine  that  never  seemed  more 
delightful,  through  the  old  village  streets  that 
never  seemed  quieter  or  more  serene.  'There 
are  enough  to  throw  themselves  prostrate 
under  the  wheels  of  this  modern  Juggernaut,' 
he  cried;  'wild  horses  cannot  drag  me  back 
to  the  old  pursuits.' " 

We  will  stop  quoting.  We  have  given 
enough  to  show  as  pretty  a  pen  picture  of  the 
beauties  and  attractions  of  rural  life  as  we 
■ever  saw,  and  it  will  suffice.  Annually  we 
find  the  rich  men  of  the  cities  getting  out  into 
the  country,  while  the  poor  of  the  country 
become  fascinated  with  city  life.  If  those 
who  now  live  in  tlie  land  of  pure  water,  fresh 
air,  and  broad  rich  acres,  would  only  better 
appreciate  their  condition.  The  mechanic 
and  the  laborer  in  the  city  may  be  able  to  live 
comfortably  as  long  as  work  lasts,  but  how 
many  of  them  will  be  poor  tomorrow  if  their 
employment  stops  today?  The  man  in  the 
country  may  not  make  as  much  money  as  the 
city  fellow,  but  he  is  always  sure  of  his  living 
— that  is,  if  he  rightly  follows  his  work. 
There  is  no  occupation  which,  if  given  the 
right  care,  would  be  so  sure  to  give  that 
desired  living,  and  at  the  same  time  become  a 
tonic  to  the  nervous  overworked  person,  as 
poultry  culture.   It  is  worth  looking  into. 

M.  K.  B. 


He  who  puts  the  finest  product  in  the  mar- 
ket reaps  the  richest  harvest.  Eggs  are  refined 
wheat,  corn,  grass,  and  they  contain  much 
that  on  the  farm  would  go  to  waste.  In  winter 
a  basket  of  fifty  dozen  eggs  will  bring  more 
money  than  a  load  of  hay  it  took  a  large  patch 
of  ground  to  grow,  a  team  to  cut,  a  horse  and 
a  man  to  rake,  two  men  to  stack,  and  a  team, 
wagon  and  a  man  to  market. — Evcltange. 


Send  lor  description  of  the 
Famous  O.  L  C,  hogs,  t-wo  ol 
which  weighed  2806  lbs,  Sold 
2995  for  breeders  in  1895^96. 
despite  panic  and  hard  times, 

First  applicant  from  each  Ic 
cality  secures  a  pair  ON  TIME 
and  an  agency, 

L.B,  SILVER  CO, 

131  Summit  St.  CLEVELAND.  O. 


Tliis  liook  ilUis- 
ates  117  designs 


THE  POULTRY  ARCHITECT,  u 

for  poultry  lioiiycs,  coups,  fences.  I'oosts,  nest  boxes, 
feed  trou^^lis  ami  other  necessaries  for  tlie  poullry 
yard,  with  practical  infurniation  on  their  construc- 
tion.  Price  25  cents. 

CuU  nCUUnU  account  kook. 

Most  simple,  practical,  and  easily  kept  book  of  the 
kind;  f<n- one  or  ten  yards.  Price  25  cents. 
Clontrh's  liook  on  Wyandotfes,  illustrated,  15c. 
CIou;rli'^  Book  on  Bantams,  illustrated,  15c. 
Incubator^  and  BnH)ders.  How  to  make  them,  2ric. 
Tlie  Plvninntli  Pock,  (CioiiLdi)  illnstrated,  15c. 

POULTRY  GUIDE  Cu,':''7;,':rs%»'s,,?^ 

plifs.  Contains  a  lor  iif  valualik'  information.  Free 
with  ench  order  of  any  of  tile  above  bool<s. 

H.  A.  KtJHNS.  Box,  400  C,  Atlanta,  Ga. 


k  On  a  red  hot  J% 

£  day  Hires  ^ 

Y  Rootbeer  S 

Jl  stands  be- 

9,  tween  you  - 

6  and  the  dis-  '''  ''^^ 

%  tressing  ef- 

%  fects  of  the  heat 


cools  the  blood, 
tones  the  stom- 
ach, invigorates 
the  body,  fully 
satisfies  the  thirst. 
A  delicious, spark- 
ling, temperance 
drink  of  the  high- 
est medicinal  value . 


packaf^e  makes  5  gallons. 
Sold  everywhere. 


You  Iiave  lieard  of 


euifinioii  am  ms  Buffs. 

He  lias  reduced  tlie  i>rice  of  e^^s,  and  will  sell  from 

tlie  following'  varii'ties. 
BuffWvandolii  -,  Hull  :,ri(l  l;arl  i'.l  I>.  Rocks,  BuiT  and 
Wliile  "LeKliio-ii-,  liiiir  ami  Hlack  Cochins.  Rhode 
Island  Reds  aii.l  Wliile  Wonders  S1.25for  lo :  S3  for  40. 
ROWLAND  G.  BUFFINTON, 
  Box  677,  Fan  River,  Mass. 


in  all  sizes  and  varieties,  to  fit  any 
^  axle.  They  last  forever.  Either 
^  direct  or  stagger  spoke.  Can't 
breakdown;  can't  dry  out •  no 
resetting  of  tires.  Good  in  dry  weather 
as  in  wet  weather.  Send  for  catalog  & 
prices.  ELECTRIC  WHEEL  CO., 
GUINCY  -  ILLINOIS. 


This  Ad.  will  appear  once  a  month. 


30  " 

oo  " 


3.00 


Two  verniin-de.strovins'  nest-efrjrs  ivit li  each  order. 
Golden,  While  ami  Silver  Wvandotlcs:  (  m.IiIcii  and 
Silver  Span;; led  H.-nnliiir;:!.;  Hose  ami  S.  O.  Brown.  K. 
and  S.  b.  \\  .  Le-honis;  l;ane<l  and  W.  1'.  liocks; 
Black  and  WWxW  Jlinorcas;  Golden  S.  I'olisli.  Red 
Caps:  AV.  F.  B.  Sl)anisli,  Duni  Leghorns;  Hondans, 
BufiFLeg.,  ButrCocliius,  Lt.  Brail's  and  W.  C.  B.  Polish. 

BufrWv..  Bulf  P.  Rocks  and  Rose  C.  B.  Minorcas, 
SI  for  13:  S2  for  28;  S3  lor  45.  BulT  Laced  I'olish, 
$1.50  for  13. 

Most  of  onr  poultry  is  kept  on  separate  farms,  there- 
fore the  e?L's  are  fi  iiile,  and  the  chicks  stronjf  and 
vlj;orons  when  In  si  hatcheil.  A  fair  halch  ^^uarauteed 
or  order  dn  plica  lei  I  at  half-price.  (_irciilar  free,  con- 
taining list  of  jn  eiiiiunis  won,  etc,  ^Seiid  money  any 
way  except  check,  AVHITNEY  UKOS., 
 Triangle,  N.  Y. 

Homer  Gity  Incubators 

and  Brooders 

are  the  best  to  be  had.  Used 
by  leading  poultry  raisers 
all  over  the  world.  Don't 
buy  until  you  get  onr  large 
neic  catalogue  for  1897. 
Address, 

Blairsville  Mfg,  Co.,  Incorp, 
Blairsville,  Pa, 

DOLLAR  ECCS. 

BUFF  LEGHORNS, 

Solid  color,  Arnold  and  Sliepherii  strains. 

WHITE  PLYMOUTH  ROCKS, 

Enjt)ire  strain. 

WHITE  WYANDOTTES, 

Lai  j^e  sizeii,  ^iieat  hiyinj^  slock. 

BARRED  PLYMOUTH  ROCKS, 

Hawkins  and  Lambert  strains. 

BLACK  MINORCAS, 

Nortlinp  and  Garrison  strains. 
Fertile  eggs  from  best  matings  of  any  of  the  above 
SI  lier  13;  S2  per 30.   Circular  free.  You  can  order 
direct  from  this,  and  eggs  will  be  sent  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible after  receipt  of  ordei-. 

 GKO.  A.  HURt.HERT,  Cuyier,  N.  Y. 

STANDARD  BRED 


LARGE,  VIG01!(»1  .S,  EXTRA  LAYERS. 
WINNERS  AT 
Madison  Square  Garden,  New  York  Oitv,  189.5— lS!)(i 
—1897,  Mechanies  Building,  Boston,  Mass. ,'1897,  Slock 
and  eggs  for  sale. 

WHITING  FARM,  Holyoke,  Mass. 


1S97 
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KrttHi  ,lii<l<riiient  Krt>in  a  Single 
Stniiii. 

That  experieooe  is  the  best  teacher,  has  been 
I'I\>vih1  #t>  many  times  that  we  :iJI  l>elieve  it  ami 
.i>>ent  w  illiii^lj  ;  yet  therv  are  cases  in  whit  h 
it  is  not  tnie.  Le>t  this  assertion  Ik-  disputeil. 
I  hasten  to  say  that  it  i>  l>e<.-aii>e  the  experi- 
1  lu-e  has  l>een  but  partial,  or  has  been  applied 
without  limitations. 

The  special  instance  in  mind  touches  the 
case  of  tho^e  who  buy  a  sinirle  sittin;;  of  eirgs 
from  fancy  sto^-k  from  a  siusrle  breeder,  and 
raising,  possibly  half  a  dozen  chickens,  possi- 
bly a  single  one,  consider  themselves  fitted  to 
judiTf  the  breeil  in  question  because  of  their 
experience  with  it. 

In  forming  his  judgment  of  any  particular 
breeil,  many  a  man  it  led  attray  through 
insnllicieut  evidem-e.  The  fact  that  every 
breeil  is  repre>ented  by  numennis  strains, 
some  lu>ty  and  vigorous,  some  weak  and 
delicate,  according  to  its  treatment  in  the 
hands  of  the  breeder  from  whom  it  comes, 
dues  not  have  tullicient  consideration.  The 
additional  fact  that  ditlerent  strains  of  a  new 
breetl  may  have  l>een  outcrossed  to  such 
different  blooil  as  hardly  to  be  relatetl  to  each 
other,  is  perhaps  not  generdly  known.  The 
new  Buff  Wyandotte  i>  a  good  illu>tration  of 
this.  1  t>elieve  it  has  sometimes  l>een  called  a 
••tport"  from  the  S^ilver  Wyandotte.  But 
In  1>5»I,  immediately  after  the  announcement 
of  the  new  aci|uisition,  a  prominent  poultry 
paper  published  a  letter  regarding  the  breed. 
This  letter  slated  that  the  writer  of  it  and 
another  fancier  had  \>eeu  at  work  for  sev- 
erd  years  trying  to  perfect  a  fowl  which 
they  would  call  the  Bull  Wyandotte;  that 
their  birds  were  not  sports,  but  "the  result  of 
judicious  crossing  of  sever.d  breeds  of  thor- 
oughbred fowls,"  and  were  already  worthy 
the  name  of  Buff  Wyandottes.  These  were 
no  relation  to  the  other  strains,  except  in 
name,  and  how  much  Wyandotte  blood  they 
have  to  liear  out  the  name  would  be  difficult 
to  gue>s.  With  (iolden  Wyandottes  it  has 
been  the  same.  One  breeder  states  that  there 
are  many  ttrdus  of  (iolden  Wyandottes, 
"each  of  which  has  markings  peculiarly  its 
own."  If  uiarking>,  then  other  qualitications 
also.  Referring  to  two  of  these  strains,  one 
of  which  he  argues  has  Cochin,  the  other 
Hamburg  blood,  he  stjites  that  his  own  work 
has  been  to  cross  these  two,  adding  .'Silver 
Wyandotte  blood  as  seemed  necessary  to  gain- 
ing the  attributes  and  points  which  he  desired. 
Other  strains  he  admits  have  (iame  blood. 

Keeping  these  facts  in  mind,  and  remcni- 
l»ering  that  subttantially  the  same  may  be  said 
with  regard  to  the  outcrossing  and  to  the  rais- 
ing strains  of  nearly  every  breed,  the  folly  of 
judging  any  breed  from  a  few  specimens  of  a 
single  strain  may  l>e  easily  seen.  If  the  one 
strain  be  especially  good,  what  the  breed  can 
do  is  shown ;  if  not,  an  utterly  erroneous  idea 
of  it*  possibilities  may  beformeil. — C.  S.  Val- 
liNTLXE,  in  American  Fancier. 

A  Sure  Thing. 

Insufficieot  capital,  lack  of  experience  and 
an  utter  ignorance  of  the  conditions  governing 
the  markets,  have  shipwrecked  many  a  poultry 
venture.  Despite  the  advice  repeatedly  given 
by  the  papers  and  those  established  in  the 
business,  beginners  are  rarely  willing  to  begin 
small  and  let  the  business  grow.  Nor  are  they 
willing  to  take  time  to  learn  the  details  of 
poultry  keeping.  To  most  of  those  who  real- 
ize <iimly  that  some  knowledge  of  fowls  ought 
to  be  acquired  before  undertaking  the  care  of 
a  large  poultry  plant,  two  or  three  months 
seems  an  ample  time  to  secure  all  the  informa- 
tion needed. 

A  machinist  or  carpenter  spends  years  in 
acquiring  a  mastery  of  his  trade.  A  merchant 
serves  a  long  apprenticeship  behind  the 
counter  l>efore  it  occurs  to  him  that  the  time 
has  come  when  he  may  safely  embark  in  busi- 
ness Tor  himself.  A  professional  man  must 
do  an  immense  amount  of  mental  drudgery 
hiefore  he  is  permitted  to  begin  the  practice  of 
his  profession.  Everywhere  else  drill  and 
discipline  are  needed  to  fit  the  man  for  his 
work:  poultrynien,  like  poets,  aresupposed  to 
be  bom,  not  made. 

As  illustrating  the  method  of  reaching  a 
sure  success,  we  quote  from  a  letter  from  W. 
G.,  of  New  York  city. 

"I  have  lately  purchased  a  farm  at  liidge- 


woixl,  N.  J.  I  moved  there  last  week,  and 
intend  to  go  into  poultry  raising  heavier  than 
ever.  I  have  tweutv-scven  and  a  halt  acres, 
and  expect  to  r.iise  about  live  thousand  birds 
yearly,  principally  foreggs.  I  am  book-keeper 
with  the  above  firm — have  l>eeu  with  them 
twenty-three  years.  I  have  a  fine  opportunity 
to  get  a  large  circle  of  first  class  customers  lor 
fresh  eggs.  I  have  the  past  four  years  sup- 
plied Fifth  Ave.  families  with  an  average  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  dozen  weekly, and  could 
sell  five  hundrcil  dozen  if  1  had  the  eggs. 
Xow  I  intend  to  have  them,  and  am  going  into 
the  business  for  all  it  is  worth."' 


The  Protected  Stiindard. 

Someone  versed  in  legal  lore  would  do  the 
whole  fraternity  a  service  if  he  would  publish 
a  paper  telling  just  how  far  the  Standard  is 
entitled  to  the  benefit  of  copyright.  It  would 
relieve  some  of  us  of  a  great  deal  of  embar- 
rassment if  we  knew  just  how  much  we  would 
l>e  permitted  to  quote  when  an  occasion 
roiuircd  a  quotiition. 

Fritz  Knorr,  writing  in  the  Fanciers' 
Gasette  for  May,  says:  "The  talk  of  a  ten 
cent  Standard,  that  once  caused  such  a  lively 
discussion,  has  nearly  died  out.  The  majority 
of  breeders  demand  it,  yet  the  American 
Poultry  Association  will  not  hear  to  it.  It 
seems  as  if  all  the  meniberji  of  that  association 
were  against  reform  and  progress,  for  such  it 
cert:iiuly  is.  The  poultry  breeders  are  behind, 
way  behind,  they  are  trotting  in  the  rear  of 
all  stock  associations  in  America;  they  slay  in 
the  old  ruts  anil  peg  away  the  best  they  kuow 
how.  Let  us  look  at  the  Standard  and  scale 
of  points  of  the  cattle  breeders.  These  we 
can  get  by  asking  for  them.  Write  to  the 
secretary  of  any  swine  breeders'  association 
for  a  StandanI  of  their  breed,  and  by  return 
mail  it  will  come,  free  of  charge.  Why  do 
these  associations  distriltute  the  Standard 
free?  To  help  the  breed  as  well  as  the 
breeder.  A  small  breeder  would  not  spend  a 
dollar  or  more  for  a  Standard  if  he  never  was 
to  see  one,  and  the  consequence  is  that  his 
stock  will  retrograde  although  he  is  not 
aware  of  the  fact.  Whose  fault  is  it,  and 
who  suffers  from  this?  It  is  the  fault  of  the 
variety  club,  the  breeder  canuot  afford  to  buy 
it,  he  iloes  not  suffer  much,  but  large  breeders 
of  the  variety  are  injured.  With  poultry 
breeders  it  is  the  same,  there  are  hundreds  of 
breeders  that  will  not  and  cannot  afford  to 
buy  a  .Standard ;  the  result  is  as  stated.  .  .  . 
The  proposition  I  make  is:  that  the  Indian 
Game  club  print  its  own  Standard,  which  can 
\>e  done  without  interfering  with  the  copy- 
right of  the  -Vmerican  Standard  of  Terfection. 
The  change  will  be  so  great  that  it  will  not 
resemble  the  old  one, — even  the  scale  of  points 
needs  revision." 

Sow  if  the  variety  clubs,  others  as  well  as 
the  Indian  Game  club,  will  only  act  on  that 
suggestion  they  are  masters  of  the  situation, 
and  this  great,  copyrighted,  complete  Stand- 
ard monopoly  will  soon  be  a  thing  of  the  past. 

Xot  a  publisher  of  a  poultry  paper  does  not 
know  that  in  the  last  few  years  large  numbers 
of  subscribers  have  found  it  ditiicult,  some- 
times impossible,  to  spare  a  dollar,  half- 
dollar,  or  quarter  to  pay  the  year's  subsci  ip- 
tion  to  their  poultry  paper,  though  tliey  felt 
that  they  needed  every  number  of  it,  and  read 
each  copy  received  from  cover  to  cover.  The 
poultry  paper  conies  monthly,  senii-montlilv, 
or  weekly,  and  is  fresh  with  every  issue. 
If  one  of  these  subscribers  breeds  Barred  P. 
Rocks  exclusively,  and  wants  the  Standard 
for  his  breed,  he  must  buy  at  the  same  time 
the  Standards  for  one  hundred  and  nine  other 
breeds  and  sub-lireeds  in  which  he  is  not  at  all 
interested.  The  Standard  contains  two  hun- 
dred and  seventy-eight  pages,  and  he  will  find 
just  four  of  these  devoted  exclusively  to  his 
breed,  and  will  find  nothing  of  any  interest  to 
him  after  the  twenty-first  page  of  the  book. 
If  the  Standard  were  fixed  it  would  not  be  so 
bad,  though  bad  enough;  but  the  small 
breeder  must  pay  his  dollar  for  Jess  than 
twenty  small  pages  of  printed  matter,  know- 
ing all  the  while  that  within  a  few  years  tlie 
Standard  will  be  altered  just  enough  to  make 
it  necessary  for  him  to  pay  out  another  dollar 
for  the  newer  edition. 

If  a  printed  description  of  a  breed  of  fowls 
can  be  prolectcd  by  copyright,  why  cannot 
the  maker  of  a  new  breed  protect  his  invention 
by  a  patent?   Why  is  it  not  possible  for  him 


to  regulate  the  propagation  of  the  breed,  and 
exact  a  royalty  for  every  specimen  produced? 
It  certainly  requires  more  brains,  more 
ingenuity,  more  labor  to  produce  a  Butt"  I*. 
Rock  than  to  write  a  description  of  the  fowl 
when  produced,  or  of  the  imaginary  ideal 
which  it  is  sought  to  produce. 

If  the  .Vmcricau  Poultry  Association  can 
protect  its  description  of  the  breeds,  w  by  can- 
not it  exercise  some  control  over  the  breeds 
themselves?  Its  control  of  the  breeds  now 
depends  entirely  on  how  far  individual 
breeders  are  willing  to  submit  to  it.  Now 
will  some  of  our  legal  friends  explain  the 
status  of  the  Standard  according  to  copyright 
law?  Is  the  A.  P.  A.  really  entitled  to  copy- 
right protection  for  its  Standard?  If  so,  on 
what  grounds?"' 


Fowls  In  Africa. 


In  a  book  of  travels,  by  Dr.  F.  Stuhlmann, 
"  With  Kniin  Pasha  in  the  Heart  of  Africa,"" 
there  is  a  paragraph  on  the  breeding  of  fowls 
by  the  Wambuba  tribe,  which  might  interest 
F.  ir.  readers:  "The  hen  coop  is  the  nio.-t 
original  erection.  Upon  two  poles,  each  five 
feet  long,  rests  a  loosely  woven  basket  nine 
feet  long  by  one  broad.  At  one  end  it  finishes 
with  a  point,  the  other  can  be  closed  by  a 
wooden  lid.  A  long  bent  switch  leads  from 
this  opening  to  the  ground  for  the  fowls  to 
mount  on.  Fowls  arc  numerous  everywhere 
in  Africa,  and  are  bred  for  eating  and  barter- 
ing purposes.  The  breeds  belonging  to  dilVer- 
ent  tribes  dlfler,  but  are  not  generally  very 
large.  The  color  is  mostly  bronze,  with 
greenish  black  wings,  and  small  combs.  The 
hens  are  grayish  brown,  mottled  dirty  while. 
In  Latuka  there  is  a  special  race,  much 
smaller,  and  with  feathered  legs.  These  fowls 
are  only  kept  for  ornament,  :ind  are  not  often 
got  pure.  The  price  is  somewhat  higher  than 
that  of  the  common  fowls."  Evidently  the 
fancy  is  not  peculiar  to  civilization. — Feath- 
ered IVorld. 


This  idea  that  the  trader  is  the  only  man 
who  needs  to  advertise,  is  all  wrong.  No  man 
would  reap  more  from  a  well  placed  adver- 
tisement than  the  farmer,  if  he  be  engaged  in 
a  line  of  work  where  he  has  goods  ready  to  go 
to  the  market  daily  or  tri-weekly.  The  difti- 
cully  has  been  and  I's  fnat  men  suit  their  own 
convenience  in  marketing,  and  then  complain 
because  the  door  to  trade  is  not  wide  open. 
"Wanted  —  Customers  for  absolutely  fresh 
eggs,  delivered  every  ^londay  and  Thursday."' 
The  man  who  is  ready  and  able  to  meet  these 
conditions  will  find  an  ad.  like  the  above 
answered  at  once.  Housekeepers  have  their 
trials  as  well  as  hen  men,  and  one  of  the 
greatest  is  the  difficulty  of  getting  fresh  eggs 
for  cooking  at  stated  periods.  Let  the  pro- 
ducers establish  rules  on  the  same  principle  as 
milkmen,  and  they  have  only  to  meet  their 
customers  regularly  in  order  to  build  up  an 
enduring  trade.  The  thrifty  housewife  will 
never  take  store  eggs  in  preference  to  those 
direct  from  the  farmer. — Exchange. 


TO  mum  0F_UIIGE  FAMILIES. 

Mrs.  Finlchaiu's  Advico  Free. 

In  this  workaday  world  few  women 
are  so  placed  that  physical  exertion, 
is  not  constantly  demanded  of  them  in 
their  daily  life. 

Mrs.  Pinkham  makes  a  special  appeal 
to  mothers  of  large  families  whose  work 
is  never  done,  and  many  of  whom  suffer 
and  suffer  for  lack  of  intelligent  aid. 

To  women,  young 
or  old,  rich  or  poor, 
Mr.s.  Pinkham, 
of  Lynn,  Mass., 
extends 
her  invita- 
tion of 
free  ad- 
vice. Oh, 
women!  do 
fc'  not  let  your 
lives  be  sac- 
rificed when  a 
l^word  from  Mrs. 
Pinkham,  at 
the  first  api>roach  of  weakness,  may 
fill  your  future  j-ears  with  healthy  joy. 

Mrs.  a.  C.  Buiilek,  1123  North  Al- 
bany avenue,  near  Humboldt  Park, 
Chicago,  111.,  says:  "I  am  fifty-one 
years  old  and  have  had  twelve  children, 
and  my  youngest  is  eight  years  old.  I 
have  been  suffering  for  some  time  with 
a  terrible  weakness;  that  bearing-down 
feeling  was  dreadful,  and  I  could  not 
walk  any  distance.  I  began  the  use 
of  Lydia  E.  Pinkham"s  Vegetable 
Compound  and  Sanative  Wash  and  they 
have  cured  mc.  I  cannot  praise  your 
medicine  enough." 


The  only  reliable  Lotion  positively  preventing 
Flics,  Gnats  and  Insects  of  every  description 
fromannoying  Horsesand Cattle.  Soothing  and 
Healingif  applied  to  sores.  Applied  to  cows  it 
secnres  gains  in  Flesh  and  Milk.  Guaranteed 
Pure,  Harmlessand  Effective.  Gallou  Can,  $1.-50; 
J4  Gallon  00 ;  Quarts,  50c.  Beware  of  imitat- 
ions. 

Selling  AKcnIs.  JO.S.  BRECK  &  SONS,  Corp., 
47—54  No.  Market  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 


FROM  $15  TO  $25  A  WEEK 


us  :i  slt'iiofcrapher.  A  three  mouths  course  of  short- 
Iiaml  for  25  cents.   T>eHrn  it  ut  vonr  own  lioiiif.  We 

•  Mil  lli..f.i!i;l..  l.!ri-'i.-:il.'.-.'  .1  -kinflil;!  COUrse 

'  '  'ill  the 

-      't.  Our 

'  -  I  ,  \1  unson, 

A  Three  Months  Course  of  Stenog- 
raphy for  25  Cents. 

The  course  is  eoinhicU-d  \^\  personal  lessons  Ihronjrb 
our  paper  ami  hv  tnail.  No'ol  her  exoeuye.  Wf  make 
you  a  rapi.l  sIt  no;rraplier  in  'li)  lessons.  To  show  von 
the  tll(^rc^u.t:h  pr;irlical.ility  of  this  course  wc  jiivJ-  to 
every  one  answurinj,'  this  ailvertisemeut  the  Ihre*; 
mouths  e()urso  for  only  '2o  cents.  It  i.s  the  simplest 
and  most  com^t:le  course  ever  (!evise<J. 


Confidence  Restored.     We  Employ  You  for  One  Year. 


^  Isot  Psiite  cuntitU'nee.  that  was  never  lost.  Sales 
increased  every  year  throuKh  the  late  '  unprosper- 
Ousness."  Kow  conjes;i.T  per-cent  increase  for  the 
month  of  April.  This  shows  that  people  like  the 
Colled  t^prliitr  and  like  to  buy  It  afthe  owner, 
rather  than  those  who  attempt  to  appropriate  it 
without  leave  or  license. 

PAGE  WOVEN  WIRE  FENCE  CO.,  Adrian,  Mich. 


To  Ihe  person  showing  tlic  most  skill  ami  thorougli- 
ness  at  the  end  uf  the  course  we  offer  a  year's  eu- 
jrafretueut  in  our  oiVice  at  a  salarT,-  to  conmienee  w  ith 
of  Slo  a  week.  Send  2o  cents  in  silver  or  stamps 
to-day.  A  course  of  stenojrraphy  will  fit  you  for 
prulii.ihie  en)))loyment.  This  ofl'er  is  open  to  vonnp 
men  und  hriirht  hoys  and  girls  also. 

Adilress 


fVI  I  NORC  AS.     Woman's  World  and  Jenness  Miller  Monthly, 


BLACK     AND  WHITE. 

Al  I'tica.  X.Y.,  in  stroni.'  compeliliim,  mv  hinis 
won  four  lirst,  five  second,  three  thinl.  tive  fourtli 
prizes.  J.  AV.  DOUp. 

Uli  GLjlSS  FEKIji  DUCKS. 

liri'iMiiii^r  stuck  an.l  cpt's  liv  silliii;.'  ..r  Urn.  Wliito 
Wyainl.ille  i-siiis  iinil  slock.  "It.irreil  I'lvuioiilli  Hocks, 
ft';.'s  ami  stock.  African  (ieese,  I'ca"  i'owl,  Wliitc 
Hollaiul  Turkeys.  \Vhilo  Limestone  Grit.  75c.  ner 
HX)  U.S. 

FAIRACRES  FARM, 

.rOLlKT,  ILLIS. 


Killic:ilioii;H  |)c|i'l,       ami  -Jl  N.  «illi:ini  St., 

Box  2155,     -     NEW  YORK  CITY. 


EHSTER  EGGS 

'A 


Ern^  FOn  niTCHix*;— EGGS  I 
FOK  ?!  \KhET— doubled  inl 
Quaaiiiy  and  improved  inl 
quality  by  feediiii;  hensll 
green  cut  bone  pre-_J 
pared  by  our  CRE£NK 
BONE    CUTTER.S^  - 
Only  cotter  nwarded-^^-"-^  premium  at 
World's  Fair.  Cats  easier,  finer 
and  faster  than  others.  FREE 
circular  and  prices.  Address  

WESSTlR  &  HANNUM, 

CAZENOViA,  NEW  YORK. 
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French  Poultry  in  England. 

The  report  of  the  British  Oousiil,  jM.  0. 
Gurney,  of  the  Consular  District  of  Cher- 
bourg, France,  to  his  government  includes 
some  pertinent  remarks  on  the  condition  of 
the  poultry  industry  in  France,  and  compari- 
sons of  French  and  British  methods.  Many 
of  the  suggestions  of  Consul  Gurney  are  easily 
applicable  in  this  country,  and  his  remarks 
will  be  of  especial  value  and  interest  IoFarm- 
PoULTiiY  readers,  because  they  bear  largely 
on  problems  which  Mr.  Hunter  is  at  present 
investigating,  and  which  he  will  discuss 
exhaustively  in  forthcoming  issues  of  Fakm- 
POULTKY.  That  part  of  the  report  relating 
specially  to  poultry  is  as  follows: 

The  Poultry  Industry. 

"  This,  again,  is  an  industry  wherein  farm- 
ers in  France,  and  more  especially  in  this 
consular  district,  compete  with  the  British 
producer  in  the  British  market.  "With  regard 
to  the  deficiency  and  irregularity  of  the  sup- 
ply there  is  reason  to  hope  that  county  council 
lectures,  practical  demonstrations,  instruction 
in  primary  schools,  and  the  interest  shown  in 
the  sulyect  by  the  poultry  papers  and  the  press 
generally,  will  convince  our  farmers  that 
poultry  on  the  farm,  properly  managed,  will 
do  more  than  jDrovide  '  pocket  money  for  the 
women.' 

^'  The  British  farmer  has  considered  fowls 
as  a  necessary  evil,  convenient  for  household 
use,  but  costly,  leaving  them  to  light  their 
way  under  conditions  of  neglect.  When  be 
has  been  taught  to  value  his  poultry  and  give 
them  proper  care  and  attention  he  too  often 
finds  great  difficulty  in  disposing  of  the  prod- 
uce. But  if  the  supply  of  clean,  fresh  eggs, 
and  good  healthy  poultry  becomes  plentiful 
and  regular  in  the  country  markets,  the  indus- 
try of  fatteners  and  preparers  for  the  London 
and  provincial  markets  will  surely  extend,  as 
it  has  done  in  my  district,  through  all  the 
British  Isles.  In  my  district,  and  more  espe- 
cially in  La  Sarthe  and  Mayeune,  poultry 
dealers  drive  a  thriving  trade. 

"  The  expenses  of  collecting  eggs  and  poul- 
try at  all  the  local  markets  and  fairs,  often 
even  at  the  farms  themselves,  are  not  large  as 
the  dealer's  cart  goes  on  its  weekly  round. 
The  plant  and  machinery  is  a  trifle.  The 
cost  of  food  in  skimmed  milk  and  barley  meal 
is  not  great;  a  fleshy,  healthy  chicken  will  be 
ready  for  the  table  in  a  week  with  three  feeds 
a  day.  Manual  labor  is  not  a  considerable 
item;  with  the  simple  device  of  a  circular 
fattening  pen  of  several  tiers,  on  a  central 
pivot  and  an  automatic  crammer,  a  woman's 
day's  work  at  Is.  3d.  goes  a  long  way. 

"  The  killing,  a  IjIow  on  the  head  with  a 
small  stick,  and  bleeding  behind  the  left  ear, 
the  plucking,  pressing  into  shape,  packing  in 
a  cloth,  are  quickly  done  in  succession  by  the 
woman's  expert  fingers.  The  fowls  cool  off 
and  stiffen  with  a  damp  cloth  around  them  in 
a  wooden  trough.  The  packing  is  done  by 
the  men.  The  fowls,  with  backs  upwai-ds  and 
heads  under  the  wing,  are  packed  side  by  side 
in  two  rows  in  long,  low,  neat,  and  clean 
crates,  made  by  the  men  themselves  out  of 
laths  at  the  cost  of  lOd.  a  crate. 

"Having fasted  fortweuty-four  hours,  killed 
in  the  early  hours,  dispatched  Ijy  the  after- 
noon train  in  bulk  to  Cherbourg,  conveyed  by 
the  night  boat  to  Southampton,  thence  to 
London  at  the  low  freights  granted  to  agricul- 
tural produce  in  bulk,  the  fowls  reach  the 
London  or  provincial  markets  on  the  follow- 
ing evening  in  perfect  condition.  Though 
paid  to  the  farmer  at  a  very  fair  rate  they  can 
be  delivered  in  London  with  a  margin  of 
profit  to  the  dealer  at  a  less  cost  than  Surrey 
fowls.  The  crates  are  returned  as  empties. 
The  down  and  feathers  fetch  a  good  price  if 
properly  plucked,  feather  beds  being  in  gen- 
eral demand. 

"  Eggs  are  packed  between  layers  of  straw 
in  long,  low  cases,  holding  sixty  dozen,  easy 
to  handle,  and  returned  as  empties.  The  cases 
are  easily  and  quickly  made  of  three-quarter 
inch  clean  planking,  one  length  for  either  side, 
one  short  piece  for  each  end,  and  two  in  the 
middle.  Between  the  latter  a  saw  can  be 
passed  and  the  case  halved  for  small  dealers. 
Two  widths  for  bottom  and  same  for  cover, 
all  rapidly  nailed  together.   The  top  layer  is 


of  eggs  selected  for  size  to  add  to  their  attract- 
iveness; eggs  of  ducks  and  the  tinted  eggs  of 
hens  are  arranged  in  color  designs. 

"A  thriving  trade  is  done  at  Christmas  time 
in  geese  and  turkeys. 

"  It  is  true  that  the  land  system  in  France, 
the  small  holdings  in  I^orniandy,  the  almost 
total  abandonment  of  cereals  in  favor  of  dairy 
farming  in  La  Mauche,  are  favorable  to  the 
rearing  of  poultry,  which,  moreover,  are 
allowed  free  run  of  the  cider-apple  orchards 
and  pasture  lands,  and  have  no  foxes  to  fear. 
Yet,  if  our  fai  mers  will  dismiss  some  of  their 
prejudices,  will  set  their  dairies  and  their 
poultry  yards  in  order,  learn  how  to  rear  and 
prepare  their  poultry  for  nuirket  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  equal  French  produce,  co-opera- 
tion among  themselves  by  dispensing  with  the 
middleman,  reduction  of  freight  by  shipment 
in  l)ulk,  will  do  much  to  make  lioth  ends  meet. 

"  On  the  subject  of  poultry  reariug  1  gave 
in  my  report  for  last  year  (Annual  Series  No. 
1590)  some  advice  to  beginners,  and  made 
several  suggestions  gathered  from  my  personal 
experience  which  were  kindly  received  in  the 
poultry  press.  To  enlarge  on  that  subject 
now  would  take  me  far  beyond  the  limit  of  an 
annual  report.  I  shall  be  most  happy,  how- 
ever, to  furnish  any  county  council  or  agricul- 
tural association  in  the  United  Kingdom  with 
a  full  report  on  the  practical  side  of  the 
poultry  industry  of  the  consular  district. 

"  On  the  subject  of  the  practical  agricultural 
education  of  the  farmer,  and  of  co-operative 
agricultural  associations  and  their  work  in 
this  consular  district  referred  to  in  preceding 
reports,  the  admirable  report  of  Mr.  T.  Gill 
to  the  chairman  of  the  recess  committee  leaves 
nothing  more  to  be  said. 

"  If  schools  like  those  of  Coigny,  Trois- 
Croix,  Sauvie,  that  are  doing  so  much  good 
work,  could  be  universally  instituted  by  private 
initiative  with  the  assistance  of  government 
and  county  councils,  combined  with  traveling 
professorships,  agricultural  instruction  in  our 
primary  schools,  there  would  be  some  hope  of 
fighting  an  existing  state  of  things  graphically 
described  in  a  letter  which  I  lately  received 
from  a  leading  Liverpool  provision  merchant. 

"  My  correspondent  wrote  asking  for  the 
names  of  dealers  and  exporters  of  geese  in  my 
district.  I  ventured  to  inquire  his  reasons  for 
importing  poultry  from  Normandy  instead  of 
looking  for  it  in  England  or  Ireland.  His 
explanation  contains  facts  well  worth  record- 
ing, and  I  cannot  do  better  in  the  interest  of 
all  concerned  than  give  them  the  full  publicity 
of  this  letter. 

"  My  correspondent  wrote  as  follows :  — '  In 
deference  to  your  desire  to  have  our  oijiniou 
concerning  the  importations  of  foreign  poultry 
to  this  district,  we  beg  to  say  that  it  is  only 
during  the  past  few  years  we  have  been 
receiving  French  poultry.  Previously  we 
relied  on  Ireland  and  Denmark  for  our  sup- 
plies, and  our  experience  is  limited  to  the 
Christmas  trade  only. 

'  Our  sales  are  to  grocers  in  the  north  of 
England  for  their  Christmas  clubs.  With 
them  it  is  the  custom  to  take  so  many  weekly 
payments  from  their  customers,  and  in  return 
at  Christmas  to  give  a  goose  or  a  turkey  of  a 
certain  weight  and  a  parcel  of  groceries.  For 
this  purpose  the  grocers  want  all  their  birds  of 
a  fixed  weight.  Some  want  them  from  eight 
to  ten  lbs.,  others  from  ten  to  twelve  lbs.,  and 
so  on,  up  to  fourteen  and  sixteen  lbs.,  just  as 
they  arranged  the  weekly  subscription  to 
their  clubs.  Through  these  channels  of  dis- 
tribution we  dispose  of  a  good  many  thousand 
head.  This  year  we  sold  Irish  geese  from 
5id.  to  (id.  the  lb.,  whilst  we  obtained  6Jd. 
and  7d.  for  those  from  Normandy.  We  may 
also  add  that  the  bulk  of  the  Christmas  poultry 
trade  amongst  the  working  population  of  Lan- 
cashire and  Yorkshire  is  now  done  through 
these  clubs,  and  not  tlirough  the  poulterers. 

'  English  poultry  is  too  deal',  the  sources  of 
supply  so  many  and  various,  and  the  weights 
too  heavy.  There  is  no  one  feeder  in  England 
who  could  supply  us  with  five  thousand  head 
of  geese,  say  from  ten  to  twelve  lbs.  weight, 
for  delivery  on  a  given  date.  We  have  no 
difficulty  in  getting  this  quantity  from  France, 
and  if  we  so  wished  from  one  source,  whilst 
in  Ireland  to  obtain  five  hundred  such  birds 
from  one  district  would  tax  the  eflbrt  of  a 
buyer,  and  put  up  the  mai  ket  price  for  the 
particular  weight.  We  have  large  and  con- 
stant business  connections  in  Ireland  for  eggs 
for  this  market,  and  our  buyers,  although 


well  known,  are  never  able  to  get  in  any  one 
district  above  one  hundred  turkeys  in  a  line 
of  a  fixed  weight.  To  explain  more  fully  — 
if  we  ordered  two  hundred  from  one  man,  we 
should  find  some  birds  sixteen  lbs.  and  others 
would  run  as  low  as  six  lbs. 

'  The  shippers  here  do  not  classify  their 
liirds  according  to  weight,  nor  do  they  feed 
them  as  the  French  people  do  to  a  given 
weight.  We  are  told,  and  we  believe  our 
information  is  correct,  that  in  France  the  feed- 
ing or  fattening  is  quite  a  separate  business, 
and  the  feeders,  six  weeks  before  Christmas, 
are  able  to  estimate  how  many  birds  they  will 
have  of  a  given  weight.  They  classify  all 
these  and  ship  them  in  uniform  cases,  so  many 
cases  containing  ten  lb.  birds,  so  many  twelve 
lb.,  and  so  on.  Having  them  so  packed,  and 
receiving  the  weights  and  numl)ers  by  advance 
post,  we  are  able  to  deal  with  them  in  a  very 
expeditious  manner;  in  fact,  it  is  only  a  matter 
of  taking  the  number  of  the  cases  and  putting 
them  on  the  rail  here,  or  sending  the  forward- 
ing agents  at  port  of  arrival  instructions  to 
send  case  or  cases.  No.  — -,  to  so  and  so. 

'Contrast  this  with  the  methods  of  proced- 
ure in  Ireland.  There  the  poultry  are  fed  in 
lots  of  from  five  to  forty  by  the  farmers,  who 
take  them  into  the  market  alive  a  few  days 
before  Christmas.  Some  have  thrived  and 
some  have  not,  and  the  weights  vary  from 
five  to  sixteen  lbs.  The  middleman  in  Ireland 
cannot  determine  a  week  before  Christmas  the 
weights,  nor  is  he  able  to  estimate  the  price  he 
will  have  to  give  the  farmers.  It  is  therefore 
impossible  for  him  to  make  any  offer  to  us  on 
this  side  until  almost  Christmas.  In  most 
cases  as  soon  as  the  birds  are  bought  they  are 
slaughtered  with  a  crop  full  of  food,  plucked, 


and  packed  by  inexperienced  hands,  and 
our  buyers  tell  us  that  unless  they  buy  the 
small  birds  the  farmers  will  not  sell  them  the 
large  ones.  Some  years  the  average  weight 
will  be  three  or  four  lbs.  per  head  more  than 
another,  according  to  the  dryness  of  the  season, 
the  potato  crop,  etc. 

'  Placing  the  two  methods  in  juxtaposition 
you  will  be  able  to  estimate  at  once  our  diffi- 
culties. By  buying  French  birds  we  can  ofter 
and  conclude  our  contracts  with  customers 
six  weeks  or  so  before  Christinas;  by  depend- 
ing upon  the  Irish  market  all  is  hurry  and 
bustle,  and  no  price  can  be  fixed  until  the 
eleventh  hour,  and  very  often  the  birds  will 
not  average  up  to  the  weights  our  people 
want. 

'Another  point:  the  French  poultry  are 
very  much  better  dressed  than  the  Irish.  The 
Irish  birds  are  packed  just  as  they  are  killed, 
with  dirty  feet  and  sometimes  in  wet  straw. 
The  French  birds  are  properly  killed,  cooled, 
and  all  the  jjiu  feathers  removed,  wrapped  in 
pai'chment,  and  neatly  packed  in  suitably 
made  cases  to  contain  ten,  fifteen,  or  twenty 
birds;  and  not  in  dirty  old  boxes,  such  as  the 
Irish  dealers  send  us.  The  Irish  cases,  we 
may  say,  are  simply  unreturnable  packing 
cases  obtained  from  local  shopkeepers,  with- 
out regard  to  size  or  uniformity  of  appear- 
ance, consisting  of  bacon  boxes,  match  cases, 
tea  chests,  or  any  other  empty.  Some  of  these 
contain  fifty  birds,  others  twenty,  others  fif- 
teen, and  so  on ;  in  fact,  it  is  so  much  trouble 
to  us  to  handle  these  and  select  the  diflerent 
weights,  that  any  profit  we  can  make  on  them 
is  not  remunerative. 

'  We  think  if  the  Irish  feeder  could  be  estab- 
lished on  similar  lines  to  the  French  feeder, 


Yoa  can  save  nearly  50 
per  cent,  of  both  feed  and 
fuel  by  using  the 

GRANITE  STATE 


iNT.  SAVED 


OOKER 


...AND.. 


WATER 
HEATER 


Only  36  inches  high.   Weight,  only  1  SO  lbs. 

The  lightest  and  most  convenient  fi,^,,,m. 

for  Poultryincn,  |  Guaranteed  just  as  represented  s 
Stock  Raiser's,  ami    j  in  the  illustration  or  money  will  j 


be  refunded.  Hundreds  sold.  No: 


^omplaints. 


Dairymen 

Tile  Holler  is  made  of  galvajiized  steel,  a  sheet 
metal  tliai  will  not  nist  or  corrode,  nor  require  paintiiiK. 
It  is  fiiniislKr'il  witli  four  iron  drop  handles  for  conveni- 
ence in  lifting  from  furnace,  and  a  tight-fitting  galvan- 
ized steel  covtr. 

"BY  COOKING  YOU  DOUBLE  THE  BULK  AND  VALUE  OF  THE  FOOD.*' 


AGENTS  WANTED. 


OLLAR 


SENT 
TO-DAY 


WILL  GIVE  YOU  THE  IMMEDIATE 
USE  OF  A  GRANITE  STATE  COOKER. 


ORDER: 


Send  §1.00,  stating 
whether  you  wish  a 
25  gallon  or  5U  gal- 
lon boiler,  and  we  will  forward  by  freight  a  Granite  State 
Cooker  made  after  our  latest  model  and  warranted  to  be 
manufactured  from  the  best  of  steel  and  iron.  You  can  pay 
the  re.st,  $12  if  25-gallon,  and  §1S  if  50-gallon  is  ordered,  a"t 
the  rate  of  only  §2  per  month.  This  very  low  price  is  made 
fur  the  sole  purpose  of  introducing  our  goods  into  your  town- 
shijt.  You  can  thus  get  the  BEST  COOKER  EVER  MADE 
for  less  than  7  cents  a  day  !  On  account  of  this  liberal  otfcr, 
yu  are  to  furnish  us  with  the  names  of  two  town  ofticers  as 
l  eferences.  Ask  any  bank  about  us  or  write  to  the  publisher 
of  this  paper.  Circulars  and  valuable  book,  "Cooking  Food 
FOR  Stock,"  absolutely  FREE.  When  you  write  mention 
this  paper. 


JuDD's  Bridge,  Conn. 
I  Granite  State  Evaporator  Co.  I 
GENTLEMEN:~The  50-gal.  Cook-  i 
I  er  I  ordered  from  you  wtis  received  | 
Dec.  3d,  O.K.    I  used  it  on  the  4th  ; 
for  scalding  hogs,  and  scalded  one  i 
weighing  523lbs., and  had  plenty  of  J 
water.    I  should  recommend  the  1 
50-gaUon  size  for  farmers'  use.  ! 

I  can  lieat  50  grallong  of  [ 
water  in  30  miniitcs  from  | 
the  time  I  start  the  fire  in  | 
the  furnace;  it  is  the  best  boil-  f 
er  I  have  ever  seen  for  heating  • 
water  or  cooking  feed  for  hogs  and  I 
poultry.  Yours  very  tmlv,  i 
CHARLES  H.  HARTWKLL^  J 


GRANITE  STATE  EVAPORATOR  CO., 

No.  504  Temple  Court,    -   -   _   .    NEW  YORK  CITY. 
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there  U  a  bi^  future  for  Irish  i>oultry ;  but  as 
K>ii^  a>  the  trade  is  iu  the  hauds  of  farmers 
ami  the  kn-al  deakrs,  we  do  uot  look  for  auy 
iinprviveiueut. 

•We  have  beanl  that  iu  the  south  of  Eng- 
land fetilors  ar\-  uow  Kvoming  eonimou.  and 
maehiiie  fet\lin^  of  iH>ultry  is  the  usual  thinj:. 
Louilon,  however,  is  aide  to  give  higher  prices 
for  this  poultry  than  we;  thus  the  bulk  of 
these  people  eater  for  the  I/Ondon  market,  and 
for  a  n-inilar  weekly  trade,  and  not  a  special 
one,  such  as  we  do  at «.  hristmas  time.  As  far 
as  the  north  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Ire- 
laml  aiv  coucerneil,  w  e  are  of  opinion  there 
art"  no  such  feeilers,  and  wc  do  not  believe  it 
pvv>sil"le  to  obtain  one  thousiind  geese  in  a  line 
of  a  given  weight,  pn>i>erly  packeil,  and  put 
up  in  such  a  manner  as  those  which  come 
frvini  Normandy. 

•  We  trust  wc  have  made  ourselves  intelligi- 
ble. We  hope  some  day  the  bo;irvl  of  agricul- 
ture will  see  their  way  to  point  out  the  wis- 
dom of  the  French  inethotls  in  pamphlet  form. 
We  have  continually  written  to  our  Irish 
friends  atiout  their  slipshotl  way  of  doing  this 
trade,  and  this  for  twelve  years  without 
effect.' 

"In  eonclusion,  I  may  l>e  permitted  to 
repeat  here  the  following  passages  bearing  on 
the  foregoing  from  my  last  year's  report : — 
•This  district  owes  its  prosperity  to  the  soil ; 
to  a  wise  selection  of  its  capabilities  and 
development  of  all  its  resources,  no  section  of 
agricultural  industry  l>eing  considered  too 
insignificant  to  receive  careful  attention ;  no 
part  of  the  dairy  and  the  farmyard,  however 
small  the  profits  may  lie  which  can  be  made 
to  swell  the  total  income,  is  neglected." 

'•  It  is  sad  to  acknowletlge  that  the  main 
soun-e  of  local  i>rosperity  is  due  to  the  inabil- 
ity of  British  agriculturists  to  supply  the 
Deetl  of  the  uiiliions  of  consumers  of  our 
metropolis  and  our  large  provinci.iI  towns, 
which  afford  a  never  failing  market  to  the 
protluce  of  Normandy  enterprise  and  industry 
in  the  shape  of  butter,  poultry,  eggs,  potatoes, 
and  vegetables.  The  facilities  of  access  to  our 
markets  have  enabled  the  French  middlemen 
to  realize  enormous  protils,  and  yet  undersell 
the  British  producer. 

•'  But  other  facts  militate  in  favor  of  our 
Norman  cousins  on  this  side  of  the  channel. 
Farmers  in  this  district  have  realized  that 
Euroi>e  can  no  longer  \>e  a  wheat  growing 
comi>etitor  of  the  new  worlds.  Protective 
tariffs  have  not  procured  for  them  remuner- 
ative prices,  though  they  have  prevented  a 
further  fall.  Combination  among  producers, 
a  well  organized  system  of  loi'al  markets  and 
fairs,  facilities  of  access  and  cheap  freights  to 
the  Paris  and  London  markets,  government 
assistance  in  the  dissemination  of  practical 
instruction  by  means  of  model  dairy  and  poul- 
try farms  and  R-hools,  state  aided  shows, 
chambers  of  agriculture.  These  advantages 
the  Normandy  farmer  has  in  his  favor.  It  is 
al-so  undoubtedly  true  that  the  local  agricul- 
tund  associations  have  done  excellent  work, 
and  rendered  valuable  assistance  in  this  district. 
The  advice  given  to  farmers  to  give  up  cereals 
for  permanent  pasture  is  considered  to  have 
been  the  saving  of  the  farmers  of  La  ilanche, 
who  one  ami  all  followed  the  advice  given. 

'•  The  department  of  I^  Manche  is  almost 
entirely  given  over  to  the  breeding  of  cattle 
ami  horses.  The  large  profits  on  butter,  and 
the  minor  profits  made  out  of  sheep,  pigs, 
poultry,  potatoes,  and  vegetables  have 
undoubtedly  enabled  the  farmers,  who  here 
mostly  have  small  farms  of  about  twenty  acres 
to.  cultivate,  which  can  be  worked  by  the 
family,  without  any  paid  labor,  to  pay  their 
way  and  invest  their  savings. 

••  It  w  ill  l>e  seen  from  this  report  that  the 
agriculturists  of  western  Norman<ly,  having 
given  up  cereals,  now  get  a  very  fair  return 
for  their  capital  and  labor  out  of  dairy  farm- 
ing, horse  breeding,  poultry  rearing,  cider 
apple  orchards,  and  market  gardening;  and 
secondly,  that  London  and  our  large  provincial 
towns  furnish  them  with  a  profitiible  market 
for  their  butter,  potatoes,  cauliflowers,  tur- 
keys, geese,  and  poultry. 

'•  Why,  then,  do  so  many  millions  of  British 
money  cross  the  channel,  instead  of  lienefiting 
the  British  agriculturist?   The  answer  is  — 

"  1.  Because  the  ever  increasing  demand 
for  eggs  and  table  poultry  is  not  regularly 
supplied  at  home. 

2.  Because.  a>  I  have  Ijeen  told  by  leading 
London  importers.  French  poultry  i«  fattened 


and  dressed  in  a  manner  far  surpassing  any- 
thing done  in  England  or  Irelaml,  :uid  can  be 
obtaineil  at  less  cost. 

"  3.  Bec.-«use  the  supply  of  English  and 
Irish  butter  is  not  regular;  it  is  badly  packed, 
and  lacks  uniformity  bothiu  (piality  and  color. 
This  is  not  the  c:u-c  with  Normandy  butter, 
the  regularity  and  excellence  of  its  supply 
ever  siuce  ISTO  has  proved  a  formidable  com- 
petitor with  home  made  butler  in  the  Loudon 
m:irket. 

"  What  inference  is.  then,  to  be  drawn  from 
the  above  facts?  That  the  Normandy  farmer 
has  been  favored  by  protection?  Surely  not. 
The  infenmce,  hardly  complimentary  to 
British  enterprise,  is  that '  they  do  these  things 
lietter  iu  Fnince,"  that  our  farmers  have  still 
much  to  learn,  and  many  pn>judices  to  eradi- 
cate, and  that  they  should  set  about  it  at  once. 
If  their  butler  can  be  made,  and  their  poulli  y 
reared  prepared  for  market  iu  such  a  uianner 
as  to  eipial  French  jiroducc,  then  agricultural 
co-operation  on  the  lines  laid  down  by  Lord 
Winchilsea,  light  railways,  cheap  rates,  and 
relief  from  over-t;ixatiou  will  do  the  rest  to 
lighten  the  lot  of  our  farmers." 


AVants  to  Buy  Hen  Mauure. 

W.  Breisch,  of  Mainville,  Pa.,  asks  for  the 
addresses  of  the  parties  w  ho  were  looking  for 
a  market  for  hen  manure.  As  we  do  not  pre- 
serve addresses  of  correspondents  wc  cannot 
give  them,  but  print  Mr.  B.'s  address,  that 
parties  having  mauure  to  sell  may  communi- 
cate with  hiiu. 


Begin  now  to  cull  your  flocks.  Kill  all 
cockerels  but  those  resersed  for  breeding  as 
soon  as  they  reach  the  broiler  age.  At  the 
same  age  kill  all  undersized  and  crippled  pul- 
lets. Give  all  the  room,  and  all  the  care  lo 
the  best  birds.  Cull  close.  Don't  have  a  lot 
of  surplus  males  and  inferior  females  taking 
up  your  time  and  attention. 


MARKET  REVIEW. 

Eggs.— Eggs  have  alternated  lietween  firmer 
and  easy  prices,  with  the  easy  market  pre- 
dominating so  that  prices  toilay  are  a  cent  less 
than  a  week  ago.  Receipts  are  liberal,  and  it 
is  hard  to  sell  the  best  lots  of  western  at  over 
104c. ,  although  fine  selections  are  held  at  11c, 
The  storage  stock  is  now  9.5,000  cases  against 
"6,000  at  the  same  time  last  year. 

Poultrj'.— The  market  is  rather  cjuiet,  and 
still  a  fair  trade  is  in  progress  all  of  the  time. 
Western  iced  goods  commaml  the  bulk  of  the 
business.  Spring  chickens  are  lower,  being 
quoted  at  20®-23c.;  and  fresh  killed  New- 
England  fowls  arc  worth  12S13c.,  with  west- 
ern »S{)ic. 


Pat  McCarty  gave  a  dinner  to  which  he 
invited  three  or  four  of  his  neighbors.  Pat 
had  allowed  his  wife  to  cook  only  one  chicken. 
WTien  dinner  was  served  Pat  took  possession 
of  the  can  ing  knife,  and  in  a  most  hospitable 
tone  said  to  Mrs.  Dugan  : 

"  What  part  of  ther  fowl  will  yez  have?" 

"  A  leg  if  yez  plase,"  was  the  answer. 

"  An'  what  part  will  yez  have?  Would  yez 
loike  souie  av  ther  white?"  Pat  inquired  of 
Mrs.  0"Hooligan. 

"  An'  a  leg  will  do  me,"  she  answered.  As 
each  answered  the  part  of  the  fowl  she  desired 
was  given  her. 

"  What  part  will  yez  have,  Moike  W^alsh?" 
Pat  blandly  inquired  of  his  neighbor. 

"  Oi  balave  Oi  will  take  a  leg,  too,"  said 
Moike,  in  his  most  modest  way,  wishing  to 
follow  in  the  footsteps  of  the  company. 

"  Begorra,"  said  I'at  to  Mickey,  "  w"hat  does 
yez  think  Oi'm  can  ing  —  a  spider?" —  Was/i- 
imilon  Star. 
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SHATTERED. 


The  Precarious  Condition  of  Prof. 
A.  H.  Nye. 

A  Proiiiiiieiil  lo>va  Educator's  Paiiiful  Experience  as 
llelated  by  llim  to  a  Newspaper  Man. 

From  the  Gazette,  Cedar  Falls,  Iowa. 


La  grippe,  that  dread  disease  that  had  such 
a  run  throughout  this  country  three  and  four 
years  since,  left  many  who  were  previously 
iu  robust  health  with  sliattereil  constitutions 
and  seeniinglv  conlinncd  invalids. 

Piof.  A.  11.  Xye,  living  at  Ko.  2500  OHve 
street,  Cedar  Falls,  Iowa,  was  among  the 
number  left  by  the  tliscase  iu  a  precarious 
condition,  his  nervous  system  shattered,  and 
with  a  general  debility  of  his  entire  system; 
no  strength,  feet  and  limbs  badly  swollen ;  in 
fad,  he  was  almost  helpless.  Trof.  N>e  is  a 
native  of  New  York  stale,  having  come  west 
in  1^— a  healthy,  robust  man.  lie  is  a  school 
teacher  by  profession,  having  served  as  county 
superintendent  of  schools  of  this  (UlacU 
Hawk)  county,  several  terms,  and  he  lias  the 
respect  of  all  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact. 
His  helpless  condition  called  forth  the  sym- 
pathy of  the  entire  community.  Ho  tried  the 
best  medical  skill  procurable,  and  spent  most 
of  his  ready  means  in  the  vain  endeavor  to 
recover  his  health,  and  had  about  given  up 
completely  discouraged.  He  had  stopped 
taking  treatment,  being  fully  convinced  in 
his  own  miud  that  there  was  no  help  for  him, 
and  that  he  would  have  to  spend  the  rest  of 
his  days  as  an  invalid,  a  burden  to  family  and 
friends.  Some  one  who  had  heard  of  Dr.  AVil- 
lianis'  Pink  Tills,  spoke  to  him  about  them 
and  urged  his  giving  them  a  trial.  His  poor 
success  with  eminent  physicians  made  him 
skeptical,  and  he  had  no  faith  in  what  w  as 
called  proprietary  medicine,  and  would  not 
listen  to  this  advice  for  some  days.  The 
friend  being  persistent,  however,  and  having 
faith  iu  the  Pink  Pills,  would  not  let  up. 


until  he  had  finally  prevailed  upon  the  pufferer 
10  send  for  a  box,  which  he  reluctantly  did, 
and  after  receiving  them  decided  to  give  them 
a  fair  trial.  The  tirst  box  relieved  him  in  a 
surprising  manner;  yet  lie  was  not  convinced 
that  it  wa-s  the  medicine  that  helped  him,  but 
the  weather  which  had  turned  pleasant,  and 
did  not  send  for  a  further  supply  until  he  wag 
again  about  as  bad  as  before  taking  the  pills. 
Tlicn  he  conchnled  he  would  make  another 
trial,  ami  took  three  boxes,  and  today  is  nearly 
if  not  tjuite  as  well  as  before  the  attack  of  la 
grippe.  It  is  needless  to  state  be  cannot  say 
too  mni  h  for  Dr.  Williams'  Pink  Pills  for 
Pale  People,  for  people  w  ho  have  been  left  in 
lioor  health  from  la  grippe  or  any  other  eanse, 
Anv  one  wishing  to  test  the  validity  of  this 
letter  can  write  Mr.  Nye,  Ko.  2500  Olive 
street.  Cedar  Falls,  Iowa,  and  he  w  ill  cheer- 
fully recommend  the  medicine,  and  state  his 
condition  before  and  after  using. 

Dr.  Williams'  Pink  Pills  contain,  in  a  con- 
densed form,  all  the  elements  necessary  to 
give  new  life  and  richness  to  the  blood  and 
restore  shattered  nerves.  They  are  an  unfail- 
ing specific  for  such  diseases  as  locomotor 
ataxia,  partial  paralysis,  St.  Vitus'  dance, 
sciatica,  neuralgia,  rheumatism,  nervous  head- 
ache, the  after  ell'ect  of  la  grippe,  palpitation 
of  the  heart,  pale  and  sallow  complexions,  all 
forms  of  w  eakness  either  in  male  or  female. 
Pink  Pills  are  sold  by  all  dealers,  or  w  ill  be 
sent  post  paid  on  receipt  of  price,  60  cents  a 
box,  or  six  boxes  for  §2..')0  (they  are  never 
sold  ill  bulk  or  by  the  100),  by  addressing 
Dr.  Williams'  Medicine  Company,  Schenec- 
tady, Y. 


Whitman's  Adjustable  Lever  Weeder. 

I'atcntoos  and  .Mfrs.,  n'hilnian  ,Vi.'ri('ulturnl  Works,  Auburn,  JIc. 

The  only  Wcedcr  having  a  U-vcr  to  adjust  iuclin.ition  of  tlie 
Icelti.   Can  be  uscil  on  all  crops  from  tiiucsccci  is  pLuitcii  until 
twelve  or  more  inches  high.    No  use  for  cultivator 
when  this  Wecdcris  used.  Warranlcd  to  give  entire 
satisfaction.    PKICK  .■SIO.OO.     Wc  prepay  frei<;ht 
on  receipt  of  price.     For  information  write  or  call  on 

JOS.  BREGK  &  SONS,  Corporation, 

47  to  o4  North  Market  Street, 
150ST0N,  MASS. 


You  Do  and  You  Don't! 


WANT 


You  do  want 
every  day,  a 
nestful  of  eggs 
from  Septem- 
ber to  April, 
when  they  will 
command  the 
highest  prices 
per  dozen  in 
the  large  mar- 
kets and  are  in 
great  demand. 


You  don't 
want  your 
hens  to  lay 
much  from 
May  to  Sept. 
when  eggs  sell 
for  only  about 
what  it  costs 
to  raise  them. 
Your  hens  bet- 
ter rest  until 
fall  or  winter. 


Getting  eggs  when  you  want  them  is  a  matter  of  choice.  You  can  have 
them  or  not.  It  depends  wholly  upon  the  care,  feeding  and  management. 
four  essentials  are  absolutely  necessary   to  succeed,  as  follows:  — 

1st.      Hatch  your  chickeus  in  the  months  of  March,  April  and  May. 

2nd.    Keep  them  growing  so  the  pullets  will  mature  early  and  lay  by  Oct. 

3rd.    Help  your  hens  over  the  molting  season,  so  that  all  will  lay  early. 

4th.    Follow  the  example  of  successful  Poultry-raisers,  who  by  the  use  of 

Sheridan's  Condition  Powder 

in  the  mash  food,  as  directed,  are  doing  all  of  the  above,  and  increasing  their 
profits  yearly.  It  is  a  powerful  food  digestive.  Therefore  no  matter  what 
foods  you  use  in  the  mash,  mix  with  it  daily,  Sheridan's  Powder;  it  assures 
perfect  assimilation  of  the  food  elements  needed  to  form  new  plumage;  to 
make  pullets   mature  early ;   to  make  hens  lay  when  you  want  eggs. 

Sold  by  DropRists,  Grocers  and  Feed  Dealers,  or  sent  by  mail.  Large  cans  most  economical  to  bay. 

If  You  Can't  Get  it  Near  Home,  Send  to  Us.     Ask  First. 

W>  send  one  pack,  25  cts;  five,  SI. 00,  A  two-round  can,  gl. 20;  SLx.  fo. 00.  Express  paid.  Sample 
copy  "beat  f  oultr;  papsi''  seut  (leei     I.     JOllNSU^i  &  CO,,  28  Custum  Hotue  Sc.,  Boeton,  I  
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EDITORIAL. 

The  Corn  Question. 

We  reprint  on  page  226,  a  sympo.sium  upon 
the  que.sliou  of  feeding  corn,  drawn  out  Ijy  a 
circular  letter  sent  to  several  writers  by  tlie 
editor  of  the  Rural  Neie  Yorker,  aud  we 
want  to  call  special  attention  to  those  opinions, 
because  tl^ey  so  well  illustrate  the  point  which 
we  have  frequently  dwelt  upon: — that  it  is 
unwise  to  feed  much  corn.  This  Kansas  man 
wanted  to  feed  corn  aud  bran  because  they 
are  cheap,  which  is  not  at  all  surprising.  We 
would  all  like  to  do  that  if  we  could ;  but  it  is 
as  certain  as  anything  can  be  that  the  feeding 
of  corn  exclusively,  or  even  very  largely, 
defeats  the  object  we  have  in  view :  viz., 
profit.  The  need  of  a  balanced  ration,  and 
the  various  methods  which  may  be  resorted  to 
to  supply  that  balanced  ration,  are  admirably 
brought  out  in  that  symposium,  and  we  com- 
mend it  to  our  readers  as  an  excellent  study 
of  foods  and  feeding.  It  deserves  careful 
reading. 

Looking  Forward. 

The  conditions  alluded  to  elsewhere  are  not 
peculiar  to  the  vicinity  of  Boston.  The  awak- 
ing to  the  importance  and  the  possibilities  of 
the  poultry  industry  is  national,  not  local. 
We  might,  even,  without  impropriety,  call 
this  an  international  question ;  for  matters 
connected  with  this  industry  are  now  receiv- 
ing a  good  deal  of  attention  in  other  countries 
as  well  as  in  our  own. 

All  this  interest  indicates  a  coming  period 
of  great  activity  and  rapid  development. 
Such  development  must  bring  about  changes 
in  the  business.  Ju.st  what  these  changes  will 
be,  no  one  can  say;  but  the  folly  of  the  mau 
who  would  presume  to  utter  accurate  predic- 
tions for  the  future  would  l^e  only  equaled  by 
the  folly  of  one  who  would  altogether  ignore 
the  signs  of  coming  changes.  It  is  the  part  of 
wisdom  to  take  a  wide  and  careful  view  of 
the  situation,  aud  to  try  to  be  prepared  to 
meet  any  possible  contingency. 

While  the  United    States    has  imported 


poultry  products  in  quautities  which  at  first 
thought  seem  enormous,  these  importations 
have  been  small  when  compared  with  the 
entire  product,  aud  have  beeu  partially  oft'set 
by  very  small  exports.  This  country  pro- 
duces practically  all  the  eggs  and  poultry  its 
people  consume. 

Most  of  those  who  have  studied  the  situation 
will,  we  think,  agree  that  the  product  could 
be  very  largely  increased,  possibly  by  as  much 
as  oue  hundred  per  cent,  without  increasing 
the  cost.  That  is,  by  judicious  selection  of 
stock,  by  wise  economy  in  housing  and  feed- 
ing, by  skillful  aud  intelligeut  handling,  by 
taking  proper  precautions  against  wa.stes  aud 
losses,  the  amount  of  money  aud  labor  now 
engaged  would  yield  much  greater  returns. 
The  indications  are  that  the  future  will  see  a 
more  economical  application  of  the  capital  and 
labor  already  engaged  iu  the  production  of 
eggs  and  poultry ;  and  that  it  will  also  see 
more  capital  aud  more  labor  turned  .into  this 
channel.  We  may  then  with  some  degree  of 
confidence  predict  an  enormous  increase  in 
the  supply  of  poultry  aud  eggs  in  the  uext  few 
years.  It  must,  however,  be  borne  in  mind 
that  changing  conditions  in  other  lines  of 
industry  may  take  elsewhere  the  labor  and 
capital  which  are  now  turning  toward  poultry 
raising.  Be  that  as  it  may  the  present  outlook 
is  for  greatly  increased  production. 

The  fear  is  frequcutly  expressed  that  the 
business  is  going  to  be  ovcrdoue.  It  is  argued 
that  to  meet  the  increased  production  there 
must  be  either  increased  consumption  at  home 
or  large  exportittions,  aud  that  these  failing 
the  busine.ss  will  go  to  pieces.  The  uuivcrsally 
low  prices  and  glutted  markets  which  have 
been  such  prominent  features  of  the  trade  at 
certain  season  of  late  years,  are  held  to  be 
sure  indications  that  we  need  not  look  to 
increased  consumption  to  absorb  the  increas- 
ing product;  and  the,  lovv'  prices  which  rule 
abroad  show  a  state  of  affairs  which  shuts  out 
hope  of  relief  through  exportation.  There  is 
reason  back  of  this  argument,  and  any  discus- 
sion of  the  question  which  fails  to  give  it  full 
consideration  is  by  that  failure  defective. 
Should  the  fears  of  those  who  urge  this  view 
be  realized  many  poultrymen  would  be 
obliged  to  suspend  operations,  aud  there  would 
be  for  a  time  a  panic  among  those  engaged  iu 
the  business.  Under  the  suppo.sed  conditions 
such  a  catastrophe  would  not  be  an  unmixed 
evil.  Its  etiect  would  be  to  restore  the  trade 
to  a  normal  condition.  Those  who  had  been 
able  to  weather  the  storm  and  those  who  had 
not  beeu  discouraged  by  temporary  reverses 
would  find  themselves  much  better  oft'  than 
before,  because  while  the  production  would 
be  curtailed  the  consumption  would  be  but 
slightly  decreased,  the  decrease  being  due 
only  to  the  higher  prices  consequent  upon  a 
diminished  production. 

Not  Pessimistic. 

While  we  hint  at  the  possibility  of  a  crash 
at  sometime  in  the  future,  should  the  business 
develop  too  rapidly,  we  regard  such  an  eveut 
only  as  a  remote  possibility.  The  poultry 
industry  is  changing  its  nature, —  undei'going 
an  evolution.  Heretofore  production  has 
hiberuated  during  a  considerable  portiou  of 
the  year,  and  been  too  wide  awake  during 
another  period.  Prom  this  time  on  better 
methods  of  handliug  fowls  will  be  more  and 
more  widely  adopted,  and  a  more  even  distri- 
bution of  products  will  follow.  The  tendency 
of  this  change  will  be  to  equalize  prices,  to 
make  them  lower  in  the  fall  aud  wiuter,  and 
higher  in  the  spring.  Accompanying  this 
change  we  look  for  an  increase  in  consumption 
which  may  keep  pace  with  the  growing 
production. 

Whoever  has  been  engaged  iu  retailing 
poultry  and  eggs  will  have  observed  that  when 
prices  are  high  the  consumption  is  very  small, 
and  that  often  a  drop  of  a  few  cents  in  prices 
is  followed  by  such  a  quickening  of  sales  that, 
the  quantity  sold  remaining  the  same,  the 
prolit  is  not  dimiuished,and  is  ou  the  contrary 
sometimes  increased  by  the  saving  iu  time  aud 
labor  due  to  quick  sales.  There  are  some 
people  who  buy  what  they  want  without 
regard  to  cost;  but,  as  a  rule,  the  careful 
housewife  buys  what  is  cheapest,  and  a  difler- 
ence  of  a  cent  per  dozen  or  per  pound  often 
decides  her  whether  to  take  eggs  or  meat, 
poultry  or  beef.  As  things  are  now  mauy 
people,  having  starved  for  eggs  and  poultry 
when  they  were  dear,  so  gorge  themselves  on 


them  when  they  first  become  cheap  that  they 
no  longer  care  for  them,  and  for  awhile  will 
not  take  them,  no  matter  how  cheap  they  may 
be.  This  is  an  oft  repeated  "  condition  not  a 
theory,"  and  U  one  reason  why  it  is  ,so  difficult 
to  work  ofl'the  stock  on  an  overloaded  market. 

Wheu  eggs  are  more  extensively  produced 
iu  the  late  fall  aud  early  winter  there  will  not 
be  such  an  enormous  output  in  late  wiuter 
and  early  spring.  This  condition  will  help  to 
hold  up  prices  during  the  period  when  they 
range  lowest.  Again,  with  this  shifting  of 
the  season  for  producing  eggs  there  will  be 
more  early  hatched  chickens  and  a  better  dis- 
tribution of  the  supply  of  poultry.  Taken  all 
in  all,  while,  as  we  say,  the  country  is  produc- 
ing practically  its  entire  supply  of  eggs  and 
poultry,  we  see  little  reason  to  fear  that  the 
growing  interest  iu  poultry  culture  will  bring 
about  immediate  overproduction.  Such  a 
result  is  not  a  probability ;  but,  because  it  is 
a  possibility  it  behooves  all  engaged  in  the 
business  to  be  cautious  and  to  keep  their 
allairs  so  well  in  hand  that  they  are  prepared 
for  any  emergency.  Aud  if  the  intelligent 
development  of  the  industry  cannot  be  accom- 
plished iu  auy  other  way,  then,  by  all  meaus 
let  us  have  the  overproduction,  the  catastro- 
phe, and  then  the  normal  conditions.  For 
tlie  business  today  is  not  iu  a  normal  condi- 
tion. Most  of  those  who  keep  fowls  carry  on 
all  operations  connected  with  their  care  so 
negligently  aud  so  wasteful ly  that  sometimes 
we  think  it  a  base  slander  ou  the  words"  busi- 
ness "and  "iudustry"  to  u.se  either  of  them 
in  connection  with  the  word  "  poultry."  So 
we  welcome  these  indications  of  increased 
activity.  It  is  much  better  for  our  lusty  infant 
industry  to  move  fast  enough  to  fall  occasion- 
ally than  not  to  move  at  all.  And  while  we 
think  that  losses  should  be  avoided  if  possible, 
we  very  much  doubt  whether  the  losses  conse- 
quent upon  overproduction  will  ever  equal 
the  wastes  of  underproduction.  There  are 
risks  in  every  bu.siness;  there  are  ups,  aud 
downs.  Changes  come  sometimes  gradually, 
sometimes  rapidly.  Business  foresight  con- 
sists in  anticipating  these  changes.  Those 
who  are  just  engaging  iu  poultry  raising  will, 
so  far  as  successful,  grow  into  the  newer  con- 
ditious;  but  many  of  those  who  have  attained 
succe.ss  under  other  conditions  need  to  be 
warned  to  keep  a  sharp  lookout  lest  they  cling 
too  long  to  methods  which  though  they 
brought  success  in  the  past  will  not  keep  it  in 
the  future. 

Au  Unique  Industry. 

Never  overlook  the  fact  that  the  poultry 
business  is  in  a  certain  sense  unique — unlike 
all  others.  Great  as  it  is  in  the  aggregate, 
there  are  very  few  people  depending  ou  it 
exclusively  for  their  living.  Especially  is  this 
true  of  the  producers.  The  bulk  of  the  sup- 
ply of  eggs  aud  poultry  comes  from  the  farms, 
and  is  the  product  of  small  Hocks.  In  uiue 
cases  out  of  ten  the  flock  has  the  run  of  the 
farm,  and  lives  mostly  by  picking  up  food 
which  would  otherwise  be  wasted.  Under 
such  conditions  the  income  from  the  fowls  is 
jiearly  all  profit.  We  see  in  this  one  reason 
why  an  exclusive  poultry  (egg  and.  broiler) 
plant  is  seldom  profitable  unless  favorably 
located  near  one  of  our  large  cities. 

The  proprietor  of  such  a  plant  must  erect 
more  or  less  expensive  buildings  and  fences, 
buy  costly  appliances,  and  pay  cash  for  grain 
aud  other  foods  as  well  as  for  labor.  It  is 
doubtful  whether,  even  with  his  superior 
market  advantages,  he  makes  the  proTit,  fowl 
for  fowl,  that  is  made  from  the  average  farm 
flock.  He  is  ouly  able  to  overcome  the  com- 
petition of  food  without  cost  aud  inexpensive 
labor  becau.se  he  gets  his  products  to  market 
quicker,  and  because  by  being  some  weeks  iu 
advance  of  his  farmer  competitors  with  lioth 
winter  eggs  and  spring  poultry,  he  obtains  top 
prices  for  his  first-fruits,  and  by  being  in  the 
field  first  secures  the  best  class  of  custom. 

The  poultryman  located  near  a  small  town 
where  the  demand  forextra  choice  products  is 
limited  fluds  it  necessary  to  make  the  raising 
of  thoroughbred  stock  to  be  sold  for  breeding 
purposes  a  part  of  his  business.  Even  tho.se 
near  the  larger  markets  find  that  this  combi- 
nation increases  their  profits.  Should  the 
trend  of  events  in  the  poultry  world  be  what 
the  signs  of  the  times  now  indicate,  the 
breeder  and  poulterer  will  find  his  sales 
increased  in  one  line  and  reduced  in  the  other. 
With  the  greater  interest  in  poultry  will  come 


an  increased  demand  for  thoroughbred  stock. 
At  the  same  time  the  w  idening  interest  will 
accomplish  an  improvement  iu  the  quality  as 
well  as  an  iucrea.se  in  the  quantity  of  the 
market  product.  The  farmers  and  village 
poulterers,  then,  while  buying  more  exten- 
sively from  the  large  breeder  of  oue  line  of 
his  wares,  will  be  continually  encroaching  on 
his  trade  in  the  other  line.  Their  competition 
will  reduce  his  sales  in  this  line  and  lessen  his 
profits. 

We  say,  then,  that  the  larger  poulterers  will 
be  likely  to  find  it  to  their  interest  to  be  pre- 
pared to  meet  an  increased  demand  for  practi- 
cal thoroughbred  stock.  AVe  believe  that  the 
next  few  years  will  briug  an  uuprecedented 
call  for  such  stock.  We  believe  further  that 
the  man  who  is  prepared  to  meet  this  demand 
stands  to  win  whether  our  surmises  as  to  the 
probable  outcome  of  the  developing  interest 
in  poultry  prove  corrector  incorrect.  He  will 
have  a  stock  which  cau  be  handled  to  advantr 
age  iu  auy  contingency. 

A  Card  from  Blr.  Forsytli. 

As  a  member  of  the  revision  committee  of 
the  American  Poultry  As.sociation,  I  should 
deem  it  a  favor  and  a  great  assistance  to 
myself  if  tho.se  breeders  interested  in  the 
varieties  which  I  am  supposed  to  represent  on 
said  committee.  Leghorns,  Houdans,  Buff  and 
White  Wyaudottes,  and  Bufl'TlymouthEocks, 
would  correspond  with  me  in  regard  to 
changes  iu  tho  Standard,  which  appear  to 
them  desirable.  James  Forsyth. 

Kiverside,  Owego,  Tioga  Co.,  N.  Y. 

St.  Louis  Fanciers'  Association. 

The  oflii.'ers  of  the  St.  Louis  Fanciers'  Asso- 
ciation, recently  elected  for  1897,  are :  —  John 
S.  Gibert,  president;  Edw.  Gay  Martin,  sec- 
retary; 11.  N.  Stubbs,  treasurer. 

All  communications  should  be  addressed  to 
the  secretary,  Edw.  Gay  Martin,  Court  House, 
St.  Louis,  Mo. 

To  tlie  Langsiian  Breeders  of  America. 

The  American  Laugshan  Club,  through  its 
executive  committee,  alter  a  careful  discus- 
sion, take  this  method  through  the  kindness 
of  the  poultry  press,  of  fully  advising  you 
tbat  tho  club  at  its  next  regular  meeting  the 
coming  winter  will  be  solicited  to  pass  laws 
for  its  permanent  advancement  as  the  pro- 
tector of  the  purity  of  the  Langehan  fowl,  to 
regulate  the  judging  of  the  same,  and  to  pro- 
vide that  none  but  highly  competent  persons 
pass  on  the  diflerent  excellencies  of  the 
specimens  at  our  largest  aud  best  exhibitions, 
to  the  eud  that  the  purest  types  of  the  birds 
we  breed  may  be  preserved  and  advanced. 

Mr.  R.  T.  Nettle,  Peoria,  Illinois,  our  sec- 
retary and  treasurer,  greatly  desires  that  our 
next  annual  catalogue  be  published  by 
October.  It  will  be  published  by  him,  and 
under  his  personal  direction.  It  is  the  inten- 
tion of  this  committee  that  said  catalogue  be 
made  a  storehouse  of  Laugshan  literature  and 
useful  information  jjertaining  to  the  fowls  we 
breed.  Each  member  of  this  club,  and  all 
devoted  Langshau  breeders,  are  hereby  invited 
to  prepare  essays  on  the  subject  of  Langehaus 
and  kindred  topics,  aud  submit  them  to  the 
secretary  at  as  early  a  timo  as  possible,  (say 
by  August  1st),  with  a  view  of  filling  said 
catalogue  with  the  best  Laugshan  literature 
attainable.  It  is  also  proposed  by  this  com- 
mittee that  many  thousands  of  these  catalogues 
be  published  this  year;  and  all  honorable 
Langshau  breeders  are  hereby  requested  to 
jjlace  liberal  advertisements  in  the  same. 

Fraternally  submitted  by  the  executive 
committee  of  the  American  Laugshan  Club. 

C.  I.  Forsyth,  Chairman. 
R.  T.  Nettle,  Secretary. 

Winfield,  Kans.,  May  29th,  '97. 


A  Few  Compliments. 
The  Best. 

AVc  have  read  your  paper  along  with  other 
Iioultry  papers,  and  conclude  that  it  is  the 
best.  C.  C.  E. 

Winthrop,  Mass. 

A  Voice  From  Bermuda. 

I  am  more  than  pleased  with  Farm-Poul- 
TKY.  You  can  count  on  me  being  a  regular 
subscriber.  H.  C. 

Warwick  West,  Bermuda. 
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ANSWERS  TO  Correspondents. 


Questions  Brieflj"  Answen»d. 

TAnv  of  iIk'  nimilHTS  of  Farji-IHu-ltkv  refiTixM 
to  lieiow,  will  Ik-  supplUti  at  iliv  mle  of  flvo  ceuis 

Bjixtams. — (C.  E.  T..  Xew  York) :  Pon't 
know  «  ho  i<  breeOiiii;  Dark  Brahma  bantams. 

Mr.  HrsTER's  Inxubatxiks.— ( W.  A.  N., 
Nf\v  York) :  Mr.  Hiiuter  uses  both  hot  air 
anJ  hot  water  iiieiibalors. 

Uix>KiXG  Papki;.— (W.  C.  A.,  ■\VisconsiiO  : 
If  kept  i>aiiiie<l.  the  Nepoisset  roofing  paper 
sbouM  last  n  good  many  years. 

S.  C.  Bi:<_>\VN  LKiiiiORXS.— (F.  II.  S.,  New 
York):  The  Single  Comb  Brown  Legborus 
are  consulered  the  heaviest  layers. 

White  Wyaxdoites.— (C.  C.  E.,  M.issa- 
chuselt*)  :  The  White  W\ aniiottes,  as  breil 
by  Arthur  G.  Dll^to^,  Marllioro,  Mass.,  are 
pnirtical  fowls. 

Five  1X>i.lar  EgG8.  —  (K.  H.  S.,  New- 
York)  :  Eggs  for  halchiag,  sold  at  five  dollars 
a  sitting,  are  from  prize  w  inning  stock. 

Pol  LTKY  Hoi  SES.— (0.  C.  E.,  3Iassatbu- 
setrs> :  The  plans  for  poultry  bouse  with 
seratehing  shed  as  given  in  May  1,  lS9o,  issue, 
are  practical. 

Pale  Yulks.— (Mrs.  A.  M.  C,  Pennsylva- 
nia) :  Feeding  plenty  of  green  food  has  a 
tendency  to  making  good  colored  yolks  in 
eggs. 

PixcHixG  Chicks'  Feet.— (G.  M.  T., 
Connecticut  I :  A  hole  can  be  punched  in  the 
web  of  a  chick's  foot  when  but  a  day  or  two 
old. 

Reliable  Poultry  Firms.  —  (F.  N., 
Pennsy  Ivania) :  We  believe  that  all  the  adver- 
tisers in  Farm-Poi'Ltry  are  reliable.  If 
they  prove  otbcrl^i^e,  we  w  ant  to  know  it. 

liATTLLXG  IX  THE  THROAT.— (Mrs.  K.  B. 
G.,  Oregon):  For  rattling  in  the  throat,  give 
a  leaspoonful  of  glycerine  to  which  add  three 
or  four  drops  of  Johnson's  Anodyne  Lini- 
ment. 

Essex  Plymouth  Rocks.— (J.  S.  H., 
Uhio> :  The  Ejsex  strain  of  Barred  Plymouth 
Rucks  w  ere  originated,  we  believe,  by  I.  K. 
Ftlch  &  Son,  Natick,  Mass.  They  make 
>troug  claims  for  practical  purposes.  Write 
Messrs.  Felch  for  particulars. 

"SLKtU'Y"  CHICKS.— (W.  H.  L.,  Alabama) : 
The  "sleepy  "  chicks  are  generally  those  that 
have  head  lice.  Dip  a  small  sponge  in  kero- 
sene, and  then  wring  it  until  no  oil  will  drop. 
Lightly  bru^b  the  sponge  over  the  head  of  the 
chick,  and  down  the  feathers  of  the  body. 

Swelled  Ue.\d.— (Mrs.  F.  K.,  Ohio) : 
When  the  eyes,  bead  and  face  are  swollen 
tirst  wash  with  castile  soap  and  warm  water. 
When  dry  rnb  with  a  few  drops  of  a  mixture 
composed  of  one  tablespoonful  of  melted 
va^eline,  and  one  teaspoonful  of  Johnson's 
Anodyne  Liniment.  Keep  the  two  well  mixed 
when  cool,  by  stirring. 

DLiuRutEA  ix  Chicks.- (Mrs.  R.  V.  S., 
New  Jersey) :  Remove  the  cause;  keep  chicks 
warm,  and  feed  cooked  rice,  or  bread  scalded 
in  milk  to  drink.  Alternate  this  diet  with  a 
mash  compofCd  of  one  part  bran  and  two 
parts  middlings,  to  which  fine  bone  meal  and 
Sheridan's  Condition  Powder  are  added. 


The  AJr  CeU. 

Mr.  Editor:  —  I  liave  receiuly  seen  it  stated  in 
FAKM-Pot  LTKV  tliat  i-jfgs  for  batcliiug  slioulil  prop- 
erl\  have  the  air  si>a''v  dirwtly  at  the  end.  lo  lliere 
any  way  iii  whicli  the  position  of  the  air  space  can  be 
accurately  predetermined,  and  how?  F.  B.  E. 

Clinton,  Mass. 

There  is  no  way  of  predetermining  the 
position  of  the  air  cell  without  submitting  the 
egg  lo  beat  and  then  testing.  If  the  air  cell 
^hoW5  itself  at  the  large  end  of  the  egg,  the 
chances  for  the  chick's  successful  exit  from 
the  egg  are  greater;  but  when  at  the  snnill 
end,  or  on  the  side,  the  chances  are  very  much 
agaiuAt  a  batch. 

Pheasant  Bggrs. 
Mr.  Editor:— In  the  April  1st  number  of  Faj{M- 
POL'LTRy,  I  see  your  intiuiry,  "  Wliere  can  plieasant 
eg;r>  he  obtained?''    I  have  lliree  hens  and  one 
r"M>»tL-r,  of  the  G'^lden  pheasants,  and  I  would  lil^e  to 
knitw  if  it  would  l>e  belter  for  me  lo  sell  wliat  ejijrs  I 
lliis  year,  or  keep  tlicm  to  set,  and  have  a  larger 
I Illy  next  year?  H.  K.  D. 

North  BrookBcld,  Mass. 

We  believe  we  should  prefer  using  the  eggs 


ourself  so  .as  to  increase  the  breeding  stock 
for  another  season.  Three  hens  should  give 
enough  eggs  so  that  by  another  season  you 
would  be  in  excellent  condition  lo  advertise 
es^  for  sale.  We  believe  that  if  properly 
advertised,  quite  a  demand  could  be  created 
for  both  pheasants  and  eggs. 


A  Sick  Hen— The  Best  Remedy. 

Mr.  Editor: — Can  you  tell  me  what  the  trouble  is 
with  :i  I*.  Kock  hen  I  boui;ht  four  weeks  ago  for  set- 
ting? I  set  her  the  same  uight  I  bought  her.  The 
hatch  was  poor,  and  1  gave  her  chicks  to  another  lien, 
and  put  her  out  iu  the  yard.  She  has  not  been  well 
since,  and  I  don't  know  but  she  might  have  been  sick 
when  I  Imught  her.  She  set  well,  she  eats  prelty  well. 
There  is  a  lump  on  her  neck  that  is  pretty  hanl. 
When  she  e;ns,  or  drinks,  or  puts  her  head  ilowu  lo 
the  ground  the  lump  comes  up  uuiler  her  chlu.  There 
is  also  a  lump  li.ilf  the  size  of  my  list  below  the  vent. 
This  lump  is  hard.  Her  eyes  are  swollen  a  little. 
She  bre:tlhes  r;)ther  hard,  slamls  around  all  day,  and 
does  not  care  u>  look  for  anything  to  eat.  Last  night 
her  crop  was  nearly  empty.  A.  U.  S. 

Revere,  Mass. 

It  is  clear  that  the  hen  is  siilfcriiig  from  a 
coraplication  of  diseases.  She  certainly  has 
roup,  though  it  is  not  likely  that  roup  was  the 
disease  which  tirst  attacked  her.  The  initure 
and  Ciiuse  of  the  lumps,  we  cannot  determine 
from  the  information  given.  Indeed,  it  is 
likely  that  a  post  mortem  examination  would 
be  necessary  before  they  could  be  known. 

Yon  should  not  Inive  put  this  sick  hen  in  the 
y:ird  with  your  Minorcas.  She  has  probably 
before  this  lime  infected  some  of  them  with 
roup,  and  made  all  more  or  less  lousy.  We 
here  repeat  the  advice  given  elsewhere:  kill 
all  such  sick  fowls  and  bury  them  deep. 


Savin;;  I'oultry  ^laiiiire. 

Mr.  Editor: — I  wrote  about  bist  waj'  to  preserve 
poultry  manure,  and  received  answer  by  letter  lo 
keep  ami  collect  in  barrels.  I  have  kept  it  iu  that 
way,  but  not  satisfactorily,  as  the  manure  ferments 
aD<l  becomes  a  sticky  mass,  which  cannot  be  prop- 
erly distributed  as  a  fertilizer.  I  think  if  you 
would  discuss  this  matter  iu  FAHM-roi  iTitv.  so  as 
to  find  out  the  best  way  lo  gel  the  manure  ill  a  dr>'  or 
powdered  slate,  il  would  be  (or  at  least  should  be)  of 
great  interest  lo  your  readers.  Is  there  a  w;iy  by 

which  poultry  manure  can  In  Ih-rliil  and  »ii-ied, 

without  expensive  pi-eparatinn <  .  11.  <;. 

Maustou,  Wis. 

It  is  certainly  an  interesting  and  valuable 
subject,  and  we  should  be  glad  to  Inive  our 
readers  lell  just  how  they  preserve  their 
poultry  manure,  so  that  we  may  determine 
which  method  is  the  best. 

In  this  connection  it  might  be  interesting  to 
reproduce  an  cxtnict  from  the  "  Farmers 
Slowgo  and  Thrifly  "  papers,  which  sometime 
ago  appeared  in  the  Baltimore  t!uH,  on  this 
very  subject : 

"Deacon,  I've  got  ten  or  eleven  barrels  of 
hen  droppings.  What  is  ther  best  way  to  use 
'em  on  the  farm?  I  meant  ter  ask  yer  about 
how  to  save  'em  ther  best  way,  but  truth  is  I 
forgot  ter  dew  it,  and  gis  kept  on  cliuckiu'  in 
ter  the  barrels  till  ther  all  about  full." 

'•  Well,  Slowgo,  in  order  to  have  you  well 
understai:d  what  I  may  say  about  poultry 
m:inure,  I  will  begin  by  giving  you  a  list  of 
its  composition.  One  hundred  pounds /rei/i 
hen  manure  contains  about  fifty-eight  jjounds 
water,  sixteen  pounds  organic  matter,  twenty- 
six  pounds  ash.  The  organic  matter  con- 
tains the  nitrogen.  The  ash  contains  the  lime, 
phosphoric  acid,  etc.  Of  the  organic  m;itter, 
about  eighteen  ounces  in  the  one  hundred  are 
nitrogen,  or  about  twenty-one  and  one-half 
ounces  (1  lb. 5i  oz.)  of  ammonia.  The  organic 
matter  is  that  which  remains.  Water  is  dried 
off  fir.st  at  212  degrees,  boiling  point.  For 
instance,  we  weigh  one  hundred  pounds  drop- 
pings, dry  off  the  water  and  then  weigh  it, 
which  leaves  forty-two  pounds.  Then  weigh 
it,  roast  it,  the  organic  matter  (all  volatiles 
are  easily  burnt)  goes,  and  the  ash  remains — 
twenty-six  pounds.  Now,  it  is  this  ash  that  I 
wish  to  refer  to.  It  contains  about  twenty 
pounds  silica  (same  as  flint  sand)  which  is 
insoluble.  It  is  the  principal  substance  in 
glass  (silicate  of  lime  and  potash),  and  there 
is  lime  and  potash  in  the  droppings.  Here  is 
what  occurs  with  the  droppings:  Water 
absorbs  ammonia.  As  long  as  the  droppings 
are  damp  there  is  no  loss  of  ammonia.  When 
the  droppings  dry,  the  water  being  removed, 
portions  of  the  ammonia  go  wilh  it.  The 
silica  combines  w  ith  the  potash  and  lime  and 
forms  silicates,  insoluble.  When  droppings 
and  dry  earth  are  mixed  and  kept  dry  the 
mineral  matter  (mostly  silicates)  becomes 
hard,  and  you  have  hard  lumps  in  the  drop- 
pings, which  never  dissolve,  and  are  compara- 
tively worthless.  You  have  noticed,  no  doubt, 


that  you  can  hardly  crush  some  long  standing 
droppings.  They  are  like  iron,  hence /rcs7i, 
watery  droppings  are  valuable,  but  dry  drop- 
pings are  of  litlle  v:ilne. 

"If  you  wish  to  keep  droppings  and  have 
them  valuable,  mix  them  with  equal  parts  of 
sifted  dirt;  put  them  in  a  barrel  or  hogshead, 
and  kee"p  them  moi.it  (not  wet,  or  enough  to 
leach  them)  and  use  sotipsuds.  On  wash  days 
run  a  stick  down  in  them,  pour  enough  soap- 
suds in  to  dampen  the  whole,  and  you  have  it. 
There  will  be  a  forinalion  of  fat  ticids  from 
the  soap,  which  w  ill  combine  with  the  drop- 
pings. At  the  same  time  keep  a  barrel  of 
droppings  iu  the  usual  way  for  comparison. 
When  you  come  to  use  them  the  old  way 
droppings  will  roll  out  of  the  barrel  like 
bullets,  but  when  you  turn  the  conlciUs  of  the 
other  barrel  out  you  will  be  nearly  strangled 
with  the  ammoniacal  odor. 

"  I  once  he:ird  an  agricultural  chemist  say 
be  would  not  take  all  the  droppings  in  the 
United  Slates  as  a  free  gift  if  kept  dry,  as 
they  wouUl  not  be  worth  the  hauling.  Drop- 
pings are  very  valuable;  th;itis,  if  you  retain 
the  value,  and  not  allow  them  to  become  sili- 
cates, or,  lo  belter  express  it,  glass. 

"Poultry  m:inureon  fruits  should  give  good 
result: — hence  a  flock  in  an  orchard  will  work 
arouml  the  base  of  the  tree  :ind  seek  insects, 
:it  the  s;imc  lime  depositing  the  manure.  H 
the  top  soil  is  loosened  occasionally  wilh  a 
cultivator  the  rains  carry  it  down  into  the 
ground;  but  if  the  soil  is  compact  much  is 
washed  away  from  the  surface.  If  the  drop- 
pings cannot  be  saved  as  suggested,  with  llic 
use  of  soapsuds,  they  should  be  tbrovvn  on  the 
ordinary  m:inure  heap.  In  no  case  must  they 
be  kept  perfectly  dry,  owing  lo  the  formation 
of  insoluble  silicates.  AVhere  a  farmer  has 
already  accumulated  a  lot  of  drojipings  he 
should  broadcast  them  around  the  tree, 
spre;iding  over  a  circumference  of  twenty 
feel,  and  work  Ihem  into  llie  soil  with  a  culti- 
vator ;  but  if  the  orcharil  is  ))lowed,  they  may 
be  simply  harrowed  in.  This  should  be  done 
early  in  the  spring.  If  small  fruits  aregrown, 
such  as  strawberries,  first  work  between  the 
rows,  close  to  the  planls,  w  ilh  a  cultivator  or 
hand  wheel  hoe;  apply  the  dropiiings  and  stir 
the  soil  again,  so  as  to  well  incorporate  the 
manure  with  the  soil.  The  object  should  be 
to  avoid  loss  from  heavy  rains  on  hard  soil, 
as  the  water  running  off"  c;irries  the  plant  food 
with  it.  If  the  droppings  have  been  kept 
d;unp,  however,  they  will  be  well  rotted  and 
line,  in  which  case,  if  done  early  in  the  spring, 
before  the  plants  start,  the  dropiiings  may  be 
broadcasted  right  on  top  of  the  plants  in  the 
matted  rows,  as  the  accu)nul:itcd  leaves,  etc., 
will  prevent  loss,  and  the  droppings,  being 
soluble,  will  have  the  roots  supplied  with 
phmt  food  immediately.  Be  sure  and  culti- 
vate between  the  rows  as  soon  as  the  frost 
leaves  the  ground — the  sooner  the  better — 
which  assists  In  saving  the  droppings,  and 
gives  the  weeds  a  start,  so  that  the  next  stir- 
ring of  the  soil  works  the  manure  in  and  also 
kills  the  early  weeds." 


"Deacon,  some  people  say  fresh  poultry 
manure  will  kill  the  grass  on  a  medder.  Is 
that  so?" 

•'Nonsense.  The  best  clover  field  I  ever 
had  was  one  next  to  my  chicken  yard,  where 
I  used  to  broiidcast  the  droppings  every  morn- 
ing. One  season  I  tried  Ihe  experiment  of 
putting  half  a  pint  of  poultry  droppings  in 
each  hill  of  corn  on  a  sandy  hillside.  While 
it  was  being  dropped  in  the  hills  an  old  fash- 
ioned farmer  neighbor  happened  :ilong,  and 
smiled  in  derision,  saying  that  the  manure 
would  fijtfra  and  kill  the  corn;  that  it  would 
never  show  a  sprout  out  of  ground.  I  told 
hini  there  was  to  be  a  hoeful  of  the  .sandy  soil 
put  on  the  manure  before  the  corn  was 
dropped.  My  doubting  Thomas  neighbor  was 
gieatly  astonished  in  the  f;dl  to  see  ine  cut- 
ting corn  on  that  side  hill  with  many  stalks 
that  had  two  good  c:irs  on  thcni." 

The  above  information  is  valuable,  not  only 
in  showing  how  manure  can  be  preserved, 
but  also  what  can  be  done  with  it,  and  believ- 
ing it  will  be  of  service  to  Farm-Poultry 
readers  is  the  reason  for  our  reproducing  it 
here. 


Charcoal  Trade. 

Mr.  Kditor:— I  w:^nt  to  know  something  about 
charcoal  tor  poultry,  ;nul  tlie  way  it  is  i)repared.  >Iy 
father  is  going  to  burn  one  lunidred  cords  of  spruce 
piiu;  wood  into  charcoal.  Would  it  have  lo  be  pre- 
p:u"e<l  for  poulti  y.  au<i  how  could  you  find  sale  for  it? 

Ellendale,  Del.  G.  B.  B. 

We  do  not  believe  there  would  be  sufficient 
demand  for  charcoal  to  make  it  an  object  to 
:idvertisc.  We  do  not  know  how  the  charcoal 
is  "prepared"  beyond  that  the  wood  is 
charred,  and  then  the  coal  pulverized  or 
granulated.  Pine  wood  is  not  so  desirable  for 
poultry  use,  oak  being  much  better. 


About  Feeding. 

Mr.  Kditor: — I  am  a  beginner  iu  tlie  jioultry  line. 
I  have  eleven  IMyniouth  Rtu-k  liens  and  a  cockerel. 
They  are  contim  il  in  a  y:nil  1J.\3(!  feet,  with  a  natural 
dirllloor.  I  feed  three  timesaday.  Iu  the  moruing 
:ihoi  feed,  one  quart,  composed  of  a  tliirdeachof  bran, 
ground  corn  and  oats,  and  whole  oats.  At  noon, 
seraj^s  from  the  liouse,  usually  ab<utt  a  quart ;  and  at 
niglil  a  quart  of  wheat  screenings,  scattered  iu  cliatT. 
How  is  that  for  quantity?  I  keep  jjleuty  of  ash  sitt- 
ings in  the  yard.  Do  they  need  grit  iu  addition  to 
this? 

2d.  I  have  some  cliicks  one  week  old,  which  I  am 
feeding  bread  cruml>s,  baked  potatoes  occasionally, 
and  cracked  wlicat.  'Would  the  hot  morning  mash  as 
above  be  good  for  them,  omitting  the  whole  oats? 

East  Rush,  N.  Y.  W.  M.  K. 

If  the  hens  are  laying  well,  keeping  in  good 
he;ilth,  and  are  not  getting  too  fat,  the  quan- 
tity and  quality  of  the  feed  given  them  are  all 
right;  but  grit  is  necessary,  as  a  lack  of  this 
will  sooner  or  later  develop  indigestion  in  the 
flocks,  and  liver  troubles  are  apt  to  be  the 
result. 

2tl.  For  the  first  ten  days,  we  believe  in 
feeding  rolled  oats,  alternated  with  bread 
crumbs.  After  that  the  mash  mentioned 
would  be  excellent,  alternated  with  whole 
whe:it. 
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StufiBng  Machine  Wanted. 

Mr.  Editor:— Cau  you  tell  luu  •wjierc  I  c;in  ^'ct  a 
"  stufllnK  niacliine  "  lor  leetling  eliickens  ?  Have  Ijoou 
referred  to  you  for  iuformatiou.  J.  II, 

Hyde  Park,  N.  Y. 

So  far  as  we  know,  the  method  of  fattening 
fowls  by  stuffing  is  not  in  vogue  in  tbis 
country,  anil  no  macbines  are  sold  bere. 


From  Tennessee. 

Mr.  Editor:— 1st.  Do  you  tliiuk  it  is  necessary  to 
have  scratching  shed  closed  with  curtain  in  tliis  cli- 
mate, where  the  temperature  rarely  goes  below  ten 
degrees  above  zero  ? 

2d.  It  is  difficult  to  buy  wheat  here,  except  in  tlie 
fall,  and  if  one  lias  nut  got  the  means  to  buy  and  con- 
venience for  storing  a  year's  supply,  would  you  advise 
feeding  corn,  chops  or  table  scraps,  etc.,  to  growing 
chicks? 

3d.  What  is  the  theory  with  Barred  Rock  breeders 
as  to  why  the  male  always  comes  lighter  in  color  tlKiu 
the  female? 

4th.  AVhy  is  it  that  S.  C.  B.  lA-ghorns  won't  lay  as 
well  in  winter  as  some  otlier  breeds?  There  is  a 
statement  to  that  effect  in  "  A  Living  from  Poultry," 
and  they  are  acknowledged  to  be  the  best  layers  of  all 
fowls,  projierly  handled, 

5th.  1  ain  a  novice,  and  have  seventy  or  eighty  nice 
young  15.  P.  Kocks  and  S.  C.  B.  Leghorns,  and  want 
winter  eggs;  also  would  like  to  have  two  breeds. 
M'ould  you  advise  me  to  get  the  Wit.  Wyandotte  in 
place  of  the  Leghorns  for  that  purjiose? 

6th.  We  have  in  this  section,  on  account  of  the 
high  water,  millions  of  what  are  called  turkey  gnats. 
They  attack  little  chicks  about  the  face  and  top  of  the 
head,  which  causes  a  swelling  and  death  to  the  chick 
in  two  or  three  days.  A  neighbor  fancier  lost  tif ty  in 
eight  days.  AVliat  is  a  good  preventive  and  cure  ? 

Memphis,  Tenn.  C.  K.  B. 

1st.  It  would  be  best  to  be  prepared  to 
close  the  sbed  if  an  emergency  should  arise. 
Fowls,  as  well  as  people,  which  are  not 
accustomed  to  a  temperature  of  10  degrees 
above  zero  might  suffer  more  at  that  temper- 
ature -than  New  England  fowls  would  at  10 
degrees  below  zero. 

2d.  Corn  chop  can  be  made  a  very  large 
part  of  the  diet  of  growing  chicks,  it  cafe  is 
taken  to  provide  abundance  of  meat  and 
green  food. 

3d.  The  original  Barred  Rocks  were  the 
product  of  an  American  Dominique  cock 
crossed  on  a  black  Javahen,and  the  tendency 
is  very  strong  for  the  chicks  of  either  sex  to 
revert  to  the  color  of  the  original  ancestor  of 
the  same  sex. 

4th.  Because  the  Brown  Leghorns  cannot 
stand  the  cold  as  well  as  those  other  breeds. 

5lh.  AVe  would  not  advise  at  all.  It  is  our 
province  to  furnish  information  to  guide  you 
in  making  yourown  decisions.  Matters  bear- 
ing upon  the  relative  merits  of  different  breeds 
under  certain  general  conditions  are  being 
constantly  discussed  in  our  columns,  and  we 
must  refer  you  to  them. 

6lh.  "We  think  it  would  be  worth  your 
while  to  experiment  with  some  of  the  prepar. 
ations  advertised  to  be  used  on  horses  and 
cattle  to  keep  away  insects.  Care  should  be 
exercised  in  using  them,  until  it  is  ascertained 
whether  they  will  injure  the  chicks. 


Color  of  Shanks  in  P.  Kock  Chicks. 

Mr.  Editor:— Whenever  I  am  "stuck"  in  the  poul- 
try line,  I  eitlier  look  up  back  numbers  of  your  pajjer, 
or  apply  direct  to  you,  and  always  get  light  on  the 
subject.  I  do  not  seem  to  find  anything  in  regard  to 
the  question  I  wish  to  ask  in  any  number  I  have. 
This  is  what  I  wish  to  know.  What  color  are  the  feet, 
legs  and  bill  of  Barred  F.  Rock  chickens  when  they 
batch?  Some  tell  me  they  are  dark,  and  turn  yellow 
as  they  get  older.  Is  that  true?  I  bought  four  sit- 
tings of  a  man  about  four  weeks  ago  who  claims  in  his 
ad.  to  sell  pure  stock.  The  chicks'  feet  and  legs  are 
very  dar(i,  and  a  few  have  feathers  down  the  side  of 
the  leg.  I  supposed  the  legs  should  be  yellow,  without 
feathers.  I  have  White  P.  Rocks,  and  their  legs  are 
yellow  from  the  start.  Are  not  the  Wliites  sports 
from  the  Barred— and  should  not  the  legs  of  the  latter 
be  just  as  yellow  from  the  start?  Mrs.  L.  B. 

Burke,  N,  Y. 

In  the  females,  especially  of  Barred  liocks, 
perfectly  clear  yellow  legs  and  beak  are  rare, 
these  sections  being  more  or  less  "smoky  "  at 
first,  and  gradually  improving  in  color  as  the 
pullet  comes  to  maturity.  The  males  of  good 
stock  have,  as  a  rule,  clean  yellow  legs  and 
beaks  from  the  start.  There  should  be  no 
down  or  feathers  on  tlie  sliaidis.  Birds  show- 
ing tbis  are  culls — disqnalilied.  We  should 
hesitate,  however,  to  condemn  a  breeder 
because  some  chicks  from  his  stock  showed 
down  on  the  shanks.  We  doubt  whether  any 
stock  is  absolutely  free  from  tbis  defect,  and 
it  is  likely  the  party  from  whom  you  bought 
eggs  thought  his  stock  all  right.  He  may  not 
have  had  a  feather  legged  chick  for  years. 
The  writer  knows  of  a  case  where  a  feather 
legged  P.  Rock  chick  batched  from  eggs  from 
a  pen  of  P.  Rocks  w  h.ich  had  come  f  rorn  some 


of  the  best  blood  In  the  country.  The  stock 
has  been  carefully  bred  for  about  five  years, 
but  back  of  that  there  is  a  blot  on  the  scutch- 
eon, of  which  the  owner  of  the  flock  knew 
nothing.  Another  word  as  to  the  color  of 
the  shanks.  We  infer  from  your  letter  that 
the  party  from  whom  you  bought  eggs  adver- 
tises pure  stock.  No.v  if  he  does  not  advertise 
high  class  exhibition  stock,  and  if  you  did  not 
pay  for  eggs  from  exhibition  stock,  you  would 
have  no  more  grounds  for  complaint  because 
the  chicks  fail  in  color  of  legs  than  because 
they  fail,  as  they  doubtless  do,  in  color  of 
lilumage.  We  would  not  want  a  lot  of  Barred 
Rock  chicks  with  very  dark  legs  and  feathers 
on  shanks.  We  don't  iguoi  c  beauty  to  that 
extent;  but  unless  we  found  a  man  from 
whom  we  had  purchased  eggs  had  misrepre- 
senled  his  stock,  we  would  blame  ourselves, 
not  him,  if  we  bad  not  what  we  wanted  in  the 
chicks. 


Poultry  House  in  Virginia. 

Mr.Ediior  — I  am  about  to  build  fouror  live  ouses, 
and  like  your  plan  in  May  1st  issue,  but  would  it  not  be 
advisable  to  make  it  eight  feet  high  in  front,  and  four 
feet  back,  so  as  to  give  more  pitch  to  the  roof,  on  wliich 
I  would  use  shingles  ?  Do  you  think  I  would  need  the 
open  sheds  here  where  we  do  not  Iiave  to  keep  hens 
shut  up  more  th;m  four  or  five  days  in  a  winter,  and  I 
have  cow  sheds  and  barn  for  hens  to  run  in  on  bad 
days?  I  thought  of  building  sixty-four  feet  of  the 
house  you  show  in  .May  1st  issue,  as  a  trial,  and  divide 
it  into  four  pens  of  10x16  feet,  and  keep  twenty  to 
twenty-five  hens  in  each  part— Leghorns  and  Barred 
Plymouth  Rocks.  C.  M.  B. 

Aguewville,  Va. 

There  are  advantages  in  having  a  good 
pitch  to  a  roof,  especially  if  shingled;  and  no 
objection  could  be  made  to  the  change  in  the 
pitch  as  suggested  above.  Scratching  sheds 
are  useful  in  all  climates.  They  can  be  used 
for  all  sorts  of  bad  weather,  both  summer  and 
winter.  Of  course,  the  barn  and  cow  sheds 
cau  be  utilized  for  a  similar  purpose;  but  we 
like  the  sheds  belter. 


A  Poser. 

Mr.  Editor:— I  bought  twelve  White  Wyandotte 
pullets  of  C.  V.  A.  Smith,  of  Waltham,  Mass.  They 
have  laid  all  the  time,  have  a  large  yard  to  run  in, 
have  good  care  and  the  best  of  food.  1  luive  set  over 
one  hundred  eggs  under  hens  and  in  incubators,  and 
liave  not  got  any  chickens.  I  thought  that  the  trouble 
was  in  the  cock,  so  I  sent  to  A.  C.  Hawkins  and  got 
another,  with  no  better  results.  What  is  the  reason 
they  don't  hatch?  T  feed  American  poultry  food, 
cracked  corn  and  wheat,  boiled  potatoes,  scraps, 
bone,  and  green  cut  clover.  E.  B.  L. 

No.  Weare,  N.  H. 

The  total  failure  of  the  eggs  to  batch  is, 
with  the  information  given,  inexplicable. 
An  expert  poultiTman  on  the  ground  would 
be  likely  to  soon  discover  the  trouble.  Mr.  B. 
would  find  it  a  good  idea  to  hunt  up  such  a 
one  in  his  neighborhood  and  consult  with  him. 


The  Chicago  Fanciers'  Association. 

We  received  too  late  for  insertion  in  June 
1st  issue  notice  of  the  June  meeting  of  the 
above  named  association.  The  special  feature 
of  this  meeting  was  a  "Chalk  Talk"  by  F.  L. 
Sewell,  on  "Observations  of  Shows,  Their 
Management,  Caging  of  Birds,  and  Judging." 
A  synopsis  of  Mr.  Sewell's  "talk"  is  expected 
in  time  for  July  1st  Farm-Poultky. 


MONEY  MADE  IN  A  MINUTE. 

I  have  not  made  lesstlinn  $IG  any  day  while 
selling  Centrifugal  Ice  Cream  freezers.  Any- 
one should  make  from  $5  to  $S  a  day  selliiig 
cream,  and  from  $7  to  $10  selling  freezers,  as 
it  is  such  a  u  onder,  there  is  always  a  crou  d 
wanting  cream.  You  can  freeze  cream  ele- 
gantly in  one  minute,  and  that  astonishes 
people  so  they  all  want  to  taste  it,  and  then 
many  of  thom  buy  freezers,  as  the  cream  is 
smooth  and  perfectly  frozen.  Every  freezer 
is  guaranteed  to  freeze  cream  perfectly  in  one 
minute.  Anyone  can  sell  ice  cream,  and  the 
freezer  sells  itself.  Mv  sister  makes  from  $10 
to  §15  a  dav.  W.  H.  Baird  &  Co.,  Dep't  1'21, 
Highland  Ave.,  Sta.  A,  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  will 
mail  you  full  particulars  free,  so  you  can  go 
to  work  and  nnike  lots  of  money  anywhere, 
as  with  one  freezer  you  can  make  a  hundred 
gallons  of  cream  ii  day;  or  if  you  wish,  they 
will  hire  you  on  liberal  terms. 


SI  per  20  EGGS.  Prolific  White  M'yandottes. 
 D.  it.  LAMBERT,   Wilton,  Conn. 

EGGS.  From  S.  O.,  W.  and  B.  Leghorns;  L. 

15  for    9()c.  and  D.  Brahnias;  W.  and  (i.  Wyan- 

45    "     $2.50  dottes;A.  l)(Uiiini(|ues;  Indian  and 

1(10    "       6.00  K.  I'yie  Games:  y.s.  llamburgs;  Red 

After  July  1,  Caps;  W.  ami  1!.  P.  Rocks;  R.  C,  W. 

15  for  6'Oc.  and  B.  Leghorns;  Sherwoods,  and 

DUCKS.  Pekin  Ducks. 
12  for    $1.00       Send  for  circidar.  free. 

E.  C,  BLACKWELL,  Nelson,  Pa. 
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OWKER'S 


for  HOUSE  PLANTS, 
LAWNS,  GARDENS 
FARM  CROPS. 

Catalogue  free.   State  for  what  purpose  fertilizer  Is  vvanted  when  writing. 

BOWKER  FERTILIZER  CO.,        -       -       -  Boston. 


FERTILIZERS 

jning," 

25c. 


A  book  on     Window  Gardening,' 
and   enough  odorless  fertil- 
izer for  thirty  plants  three 
months,   sent  by   mail  for 


¥011  Foroisl)  me  liens. 

SPRING  HAS  CO»lE,   SO  HAVE  THE  VEKMIN 


liad  good  success  in  getting  my  Brackets  introduced,  and  knowing  they  are  giving 
salislaction.  I  shall  place  them  on  the  mai-ket  within  the  reach  of  all  at  55  cents 
Put  this  up  in  your  poultry  house  for  future  reference.  Get  up  a  Club.  Send 

FKEDEPvIC  K,  STRANGE,  2  Silver  St.,  TAUNTON,  MASS. 


Breeders  AND  Marketmem. 

OUR  REQUESTS:  —  We  make  two  requests  of  our 
Subscribers.  One  is  when  writing  our  Advertis- 
ing: patrons  always  mention  FARM-POULTRY, 
Aiiofixer  \^  if  you  ask  them  questions^  always  inclose 
a  stamp.  If  you  observe  both  of  these  requests  it  will 
benefit  you.  amazingly.  It  shows  that  you  mean  b^isitiess. 
Remember,  Molasses  will  catch  more  flies  than 
vinegar^ "  atid  those  who_  observe  it  are  served  first. 


A  BAD  WICK  is  worse  than  none.  Use  only  tlie 
Sunlight  Carbon.  10  cents  for  sample.  S.  G. 
Robinson,  printer  P.-P.,  29  Purchase  St.,  Boston. 

A.  P.  ALLEN,  Meadville,  Pa.  S.  C.  Wliite  Leg- 
horns, K.  C.  Brown  Leghorns,  Silver  Spangled 
Hamhurgs,  Light  Brahmas,  White  Cochins,  Sil- 
ver M^yandottes.  B.  P.  Rocks,  Pekin  Ducks.  Send 
for  circular.  All  eggs  are  $1  per  13;  $2.50  per  40. 
Bronze  Turkey  eggs,  S1.50  per  iO.  You  can 
order  direct  from  tliis,  and  eggs  will  be  sent  as 
soon  as  possible  after  receipt  of  order.  After 
June  20th,  I  will  spare  some  of  my  '97  breeding 
pens  of  above  varieties  at  S6.50  per  pen  of  live; 
Leghorns  at  So  per  pen. 

A  LOT  of  healthy  laying  hens  (3'earlings)  in  lots  of 
50  lbs.  or  more,  del'd  to  exp.  oflice  at  11'  c.  Iti.live 
weight.  Tlie  chea])est  time  in  tin-  ^ear  to  buy 
first  class  breeding  stock.  Golden  and  Hull  Wi  an- 
dottes  and  White  Wonders.  P.  S.  Tennev, 
Peterboro,  N.  H. 


ANNABLE'S  S.  C.  W 

one-lialf  for  rest  tif  s 
known  for  furl  In  r  f  > 
Peahody,  Se|»l..  1 
2ud  hen.  Pcalaidv.  ., 
bens;  od  pullet 


Leghorns.  Prices  reduced 
ison.  This  stock  is  too  well 
iiiicnt.  Winnings  for  ■;»;,  97. 
r.ick'l;  1st  pullet;  2d  cock; 
II..  '97,  1st  cock;  1st,  2d,  3d 
ck'l.  Gloucester,  Jan.,  '97, 
1st  cock;  1st, -id,  3d  hens;  tie  2d  pullet;  3d  pullet; 
tie  '211  cock'l;  1st  pen.  Eggs  $1  per  13.  C.  H. 
Annable,  Danvers,  JIass. 


BARRED  and  W.  P.  Rocks,  exclusively.  Stock  dis- 
ixised  of..  Eggs  from  mv  best  matings,  S1.50  for  13; 
S2.50  for  2ii.  For  incubator,  $5  period;  $3  per  .50. 
Motto  —  the  golden  rule.  Evergreen  Pt.  Yds.,  11. 
J.  Curtis,  Red  Hook  on  Hudson,  N.  Y. 


BLACK  Minorca  eggs  from  prize  stock,  SI  per  1.5; 
$3  per  60.  Geo.  A.  Hurlbert,  Cuyler,  N.  Y. 

BUFF  LEGHORNS-Arnold  and  Shepherd  strains, 
solid  color.  Eggs,  SI  ner  13;  $2  per  30.  Geo.  A. 
Hurlbert,  Cuyler,  N.  Y. 

C.  S.  CULLUM,  Meadville,  Pa.,  breeder  of  Single 
Comb  White  Leghorns,  Rose  Comb  Brown  Leg- 
horns, Barred  1*.  Rocks,  Bronze  Turkeys  and 
Pekin  Ducks.  All  eggs  SI  per  13,  excejjt  turkey 
eggs,  S1.35  iier  9.  Send  for  circular. 

FOR  SALE,  two  pair  of  breeding  Belgian  hares 
from  imported  stock,  weigh  18  lbs.  the  pair.  Pair 
of  grays  very  line  for  S5  ;  pair  of  blacks  S3,  took 
first  prize  at  the  Essex  Co.  poultry  show  last  Jan. 
Stamp.  H.  P.  M'liiiJple,  Andover  St.,  Peabody, 
Mass. 

ONE  BREEDING  PEN  of  Light  Brahma  fowls, 
four  liens  and  cock,  scored  450  points  at  tlie  Essex 
Co.  poultrv  show  last  Jan.  price  S7.  Rollins  and 
Coniey  strains.  H.  P.  Whipple,  Andover  St., 
Peabody,  Mass. 

PEKIN  DUCK  eggs,  SI  per  20;  S3  per  GO.  Geo.  A. 
Hurlbert,  Cuyler,  N.  Y. 

ROSE  C.  B.  LEGHORNS,  snecialtv  10  years. 
Circular  free.  J.  L.  Randolph,  Bartlett,  Ohio. 

WHITE  and  Bl'k  Minorcas.  Eggs,  SI  per  15.  First 
class  stock,  Sarah  Shaw,  Winthrop,  N.  Y. 

WHITE  P.  Rocks,  Empire  strain.  Eggs  from  best 
inalings,  SI  per  13;  S2  per  30;  $6  per  100.  Geo.  A. 
Hurlbert,  Cuyler,  N.Y. 

WHITE  WYANDOT  TES  exclusively.  Brown  egg 
strain.  Fowls  bred  for  practical  pui-])oses;  eggs,  $1 
per  13;  incubator  eggs,  S.5  per  100.  Stock  in  season. 
Sat.  guar'd.   P.  D.  White,  North  Altleboro,  Mass. 

WHITE  WYANDOTTES,  brown  egg  strain.  All 
slock  guaran.   W.  B.  Eastman,  St.  Johnsbury,  Vt. 

WH.  WYAND'S.  Large,  dark  egg  strain.  Eggs,  $2 
per  sic;  3  sit.  S5.   Rusli  Vaughan,  Woodstock,  Vt. 

WHITE  WYANDOTTES,  largo  dark  egg,  pro- 
litic  laying  strain.  W.  E.  JMack,  Woodstocli,  Vt. 

WHITE  WYANDOTTES,  bred  for  practical 
purposes;  large  size,  great  layers;  orange  yellow 
legs  and  beak,  no  inbreeding;  fertile  eggs  from 
best  matings,  SI  per  13;  82  per  30;  $6  per  100.  Geo. 
A.  Hurlbert,  Cuyler,  N.  Y. 

WH.  WYAN.  large  prolific  layers.  Eggs,  50c.  per 
13  this  month.  W.  F.  Stroud,  Merchantville,  N.J. 

WYANDOTTES,  Silver  and  Golden,  liighost  awards 
in  Boston.  At  Peabody,  ''.17,  wim  21  regular 

andSspecials  on  2S  entries.  _Mv  iialroiis  won  in 
Boston  and  Canada,  Jan.,  '9<.  Stock  large,  open 
laced,  farm  raised,  iirolilic— none  better.  All  my 
winners  ot  note  are  in  my  yards.  A  fine  pen  of 
Silvers  and  Goldens  for  safe.  Eggsatlialf  price, 
SI  per  13  for  2  or  more  sittings.  John  C.  Jodrey, 
Danvers,  Mass. 

WHITE  WYANDOTTES.  50  hens,  land  2  vears 
"III.  SI  each,  t;  cock  birds,  $2  each,  Geo.  A.  tlurl- 
bert,  Cuyler,  N.  Y. 


PLEASE 

get  your  laiilern  tonjfilit.  and 
examine  llie  Iieads  of  your  little 
cliiek( •n^  f(»r  lice.  Look  closely 
or  yuii  may  not  detect  tlierii 
until  the  broods  begiu  to  droop 
and  die. 


TAKE 


time  to  write  me  a  few  lines. 
For  10c.  1  can  send  you  Death 
to  Lice  Ointment.  It  looks 
nice,  smells  nice,  and  works  nic?.  Yonr  clucks 
will  improve  at  once.  It  is  safe  to  use  for  head 
lice  on  children,  also. 


NOTICE 


Death  to  Lice  powder  is  to  dust  hens,  largre 
chicks,  to  sprinkle  the  dropping?  boards,  coop 
bottoms  and  nests.  As  a  disinfectaut  insecticide. 
His  the  standard  remedy  to  keep  sitters  clean 
and  comfortable. 


HEAD  LICE 


appear  on  tlie  best  ke)it  poultry  premises;  j  ours 
are  no  exception.  Take  my  advice,  look  and  see 
what  you  see.  Sample  Ointment  enough  for  .50 
chicks,  10c.  postpaid;  D.  to  L.  powder,  5  oz. 
sample,  10c.  Let  me  mail  you  a  Pocket  Book 
Pointer. 

D.  J.  LAMBERT, 
Box  SOO.  Apponaug,  R.  I. 


The  Favorite 
Collection  of  Songs^ 

128  Pages.   Price  $1.00. 

This  list  of  70  standard  and  favorite  pieces  of 
music  has  been  selected  with  great  care  to  please 
every  musical  taste,  as  the  following  list  of  titles 
and  composers  wiil  show ; 

A  Year  Ago  W.  B.  Rockstro 

All  Among  The  Summer  Roses  V.  Gabriel 

Aa  I'd  Nothing  Else  To  Do  J.  L.  Ballon 

Across  The  Sea  Vtrffinia  Gabrtd 

Bring  Back  Thy  Sunshine  Mane  Plavfjuette 

Blue  Eyes  James Molloy 

Comrades  ^eUx  McGlennon 

Come  to  The  Sunset  Tree  Mrs.  Bemana 

Dream  Faces  •  W.  M.  Eutchison 

Douglas  I  Tender  and  True  Lady  John  Scott 

Dreaming  of  Home  J.  L.  Bauon 

"  Down  Below  The  "Waving  Lindens  " — E.  L.  Beino 

Faded  Leaves  Paul  Veurion 

Forget  Me  Not  Jliihelm  Gana 

"Five  O'clock  In  The  Morning"  CtaribA 

Girl  I  Met  Oa  The  Farm  (The)  JolmBeait 

Golden  Years  Are  Fleeting  Louis Diekl 

Goodnight  Kottumoin  Martha'* 

Hour  of  Rest  (The)  Joseph  L.  RoecJcet 

Happy  Little  Country  Girls  ■  ....Elizabeth  PhOp 

How  Will  He  Even  Catch  Them7"Comio. .  W.  Taubert 

He  Is  An  Englishman  Arthur  SuUlvan 

I  Whistle  and  Wait  for  Katie  Michael  Holan 

I  Really  Don't  Think  I  Shall  Marry  inon 

Just  Touch  The  Harp  Gently  Chas.  Blamphin 

Jenny  In  The  Orchard  Bamilton  Atda 

Jack'^s  Farewell  James  L.  MoUog 

Kate,  Poor  Kate- -Comic  KaUBoyla 

Katey's  Letter  Ladu  Dufferin 

Little  Annie  Rooney  Michael  Nolan 

Little  Plsher-Malden  (The)  Ludolph  Waldmatm 

Let  Music  Break  on  This  Blest  Morn. .  Christmas  Carol 

Little  Butter  Oups'  Song  ihr  Arthur  SulUvan 

Love's  Soft  Greeting  N.L.  Gilbert 

Love  That  Slumbers  Milton  WelUnot 

Mary  and  John,  or  the  Lovers  Quarrel. .  .OsuvIdStoU 

Many  Years  Ago  .^ir  Arthur  SulHvan 

Mother  Watch  the  Little  Feet  J-  Turner 

Nancy  Lee  Stephen  Adamt 

Oh  I  You  Pretty  Blue  Eyed  Witch  w.  F.  Taylor 

Old  Garden  Gate  (The)  W.  F.  Wellman.Jr 

Old  Cottage  Clock  (The)  Jas.  L.  Motion 

Old  Barn  Gate  (The)   B.  Ballman  ; 

Playmates  Edmund  Farman 

Polly   James  L.  MoUov 

Ruth  and  I  Jf-  f  -  ^/» 

Somebody  ft-l-  McFarreit 

Strangers  Yet  Clanbel 

Sailing  Gndjreti  Marka 

Speak  To  Me  Campana 

Speak  Gently  "  -  ^-  ffrillhtm 

That  Is  Love  Eellj;  McGlennon 

The  Sweetest  Tune  Franz  Abt 

Think  of  Me  Nevermore  Lmlcu 

The  Boy  1  Love  ^l-  Smith  Russell 

Two  by  Two  Ntchola  Ferri 

The  Dear  Old  Songs  of  Home  From  Abl 

The  Passing  Bell  Clartba. 

The  Country  Cousin. -Comic  FmcentDatUt 

There'saSilver  Lining  to  Every  Cloud  Clanbel 

Tell  Me  Truly  ^- WaJceJleUt 

When  Soft  Eyes  Smile  Jos.  L.  Soecka 

Why  Tarries  My  Love  T.  IlefcH 

When  The  Twilight  Gathers  In  J- "oUov 

WUl  Your  Heart  Respond  to  Mine?  A-  D-  Duvivter 

When  I  View  The  Mother  Holding  Anon 

Watchman,  What  of  The  Night  Ch.  Gmmod 

Wst  I  Wst  I  Wst  I  Look  Sharj) 

Won't  You  Ten  Me  Why  Robin  I  Clanbel 

Whisper  In  The  Twilight  Anthony  Nith 

This  took  is  full  sheet  music  size,  contains  128 
pages,  printed  on  beautiful  cream  tinted  paper, 
with  sewed  binding  allowing  it  to  open  flat  on 
the  music  rack.  It  has  a  beautiful  and  appropri- 
ate cover,  designed  by  Elmer  Green,  and  printed 
in  the  finest  manner.  Its  appearance  attracts  the 
eye  and  its  contents  appeal  to  every  musical  per- 
son. Publishers' price  is  $1.00  per  copy.  While 
the  edition  lasts  OQ  r%an+c  P®^  COPYp 
our  price  Is   fa        UCIIlO  postpaid. 

Send  cash  or  two  cent  stamps. 

I.  S.  JOHNSON  &  CO., 
S2  Cuf^tom  HouHe  Street,  Jiostoii,  Maes* 
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tlllWt  of  Lielit  on  Germ. 

Mr.  EJitor :  —  riiasf  iiifiTili  uir  wlnilur  a  strvinj; 
ua^nudeU  li^c  ou  :An  tr^  will  kilt  Uk-  chick  iu  tlu' 
^iK-il.  Al^>.  wlkat  to  ilo  tor  ciiicks  thret'  wct^ks  old 
that  luvr       ctiillt-d.  U.  U.  M. 

McJforJ.  M»s*. 

A>  tbc  serni  !n  the  egg  naturaJly  develops 
in  tbe  ilarkiiess,  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose 
tbat  tbe  etlVct  of  a  >trong  light,  or  of  any  light 
long  ooutinuovl.  would  be  detrinieutal  to  the 
chick,  even  though  it  diJ  not  kill  outright. 
This  is  another  opportunity  for  interesting  and 
valuable  experiment. 

Don't  let  your  little  chicks  get  chilled.  The 
effects  of  a  chill  are  permanent.  The  chick 
loses  a  little  of  its  grip  on  life,  and  is  never  able 
entirely  to  recover  it.  After  tbe  chicks  have 
been  chilled  all  you  can  do  is  to  take  the  best 
possible  care  of  tbeni,  and  this  you  should  do 
for  them  anyway,  whether  they  have  been 
chilled  or  not. 


Wms  the  liirU  Poisoned? 

Str.  E»lltor:  —  I  lia.1  a  Barred  Plyoioutb  Rook  cock- 
erel tool  quite  eleven  luoiitUs  old)  die  rery  suddenly 
la:^l  MoDday  ui^lit.  1  have  given  both  the  quarters 
and  lUe  feeding  good  care,  and  tlie  bird  was  always 
strong  and  vigorous  up  to  last  Friday,  when  1  noticed 
the  nice  red  color  leaving  tbe  comb  and  wattles,  and 
the  appetite  falling,  lie  had  diarrho-a  that  was  of  a 
greenish  color,  mixed  witli  black, and  breathed  heavy. 
1  gave  him  a  teaspcH^tnful  of  castor  oil.  Monday  noon 
his  mt>u(h  was  held  open  and  1  feil  him  a  Utile  bread 
and  milk.  Montlay  night  he  died.  After  he  was  dead 
1  matle  a  cut  In  his  crop  and  exposetl  Its  contents. 
There  were  a  few  kernels  of  corn  that  he  hatleateu  the 
day  before,  and  a  lot  of  greenish  liquiil  ran  out  as 
soon  as  I  madetliecut.  lam  anxious  to  know  whether 
the  symptoms  denote  poison  or  any  particular 
disease.  J.  B.  M. 

Syracuse,  N.  Y. 

We  believe  the  bird  died  from  inflammation 
of  the  crop,  due  to  tbe  presence  of  some  irri- 
tant poison.  Any  irritating  material  will  cause 
this  inflammation,  such  as  unslaked  lime,  paint 
skins,  phosphorus  ("  rough-on- rats  "),  or  too 
heavy  feeding  of  spice. 

Ill  inflammation  of  the  crop  there  is  difficult 
breathing,  restlessness  and  depression,  and 
sometimes  an  attempt  to  vomit,  and  couvul- 
sious. 

Prof.  Hill  says :  '•  I  recently  made  a  post- 
mortem examination  of  two  fowls  out  of  a 
number  whose  death  was  a  mystery  to  the 
owner,  and,  upon  opening  the  crop,  dense 
phosphoric  fumes  arose.  The  lining  mem- 
brane was  acutely  inflamed.  It  then  tran- 
spired, in  answer  to  my  jocular  inquiry  as  to 
whether  the  fowls  had  been  fed  on  lucifer 
matches,  that  some  bread  and  butter,  smeared 
with  phosphorus  paste,  had  been  laid  down 
for  the  mice,  and  no  doubt  the  birds  had  par- 
taken of  the  poisoned  food." 

It  is  a  dangerous  practice  to  set  poison  for 
rats  around  the  poultry  yards.  The  writer 
remembers  an  instance  of  a  neighbor  wlio  had 
a  number  of  fowls  die  with  what  be  thought 
was  cholera.  Upon  examination  it  was  found 
that  tbe  hens  bad  eaten  poison.  Then  the 
owner  said  that  he  bad  set  poison  for  rats,  but 
that  the  poison  was  under  cover  so  that  the 
chickens  could  not  get  at  it.  A  search  about 
the  yard  showed  a  large  rat  that  bad  been 
partly  eaten  by  the  hens,  and  in  the  remains 
of  the  rat  traces  of  poison  were  found.  It 
solved  the  mystery.  The  hens  received  their 
dose  from  what  was  in  the  rodent. 

The  treatment  as  given  by  Prof.  Hill  is  muci- 
laginous or  albuminous  fluids,  such  as  barley 
water,  milk,  and  isinglass;  or  a  thin  solution 
of  gum,  should  be  freely  administered  after 
first  evacuating  tbe  crop.  Should  phosphorus 
have  been  taken,  magnesia  should  be  given, 
followed  by  turpentine  mixed  in  cream.  Oil, 
being  a  solvent  of  phosphorus,  must  on  no 
account  be  administered.  Lead  is  often  a 
cause  of  poultry  poisoning  when  painters  are 
about.  The  crop  should  be  immediately  evac- 
nated,  and  half  a  teaspoonful  of  sulphate  of 
magnesia  and  five  minims  of  sulphuric  acid, 
mixed  in  a  wiueglassful  of  water,  be  admin- 
istered without  delay.  In  a  couple  of  hours, 
five  grains  of  iodide  of  potassium  may  be  given 
In  a  dessertspoonful  of  water.  Afterwards 
feed  on  mucilaginous  liquids. 

Prof.  Hill  also  says  that  if  purging  com- 
mences, give  a  teaspoonful  of  castor  oil,  with 
a  grain  of  opium.  Crude  or  unslaked  lime  is 
an  irritant  poison  to  fowls,  producing  inflam- 
mation of  the  throat,  gullet,  crop,  gizzard,  and 
Intestines.  Oil  should  at  once  be  administered, 
followed  by  full  and  frequent  doses  of  muci- 
UgiiuHis  or  albuminous  fluids. 


First  Prizes  on  .-Vppliaiu'es. 

Mr.  Kditor:~Kintily  iiiforiu  us  who  lv>ok  tirst  and 
scctmd  pruc  ou  incub:itt>r,  and  ou  iudo»>r  and  outdoor 
broo«U  rsat  the  last  New  York  show.  Also  let  us  know 
what  is  meaut  by  shorts  and  miitJliinjs^  as  we  do  not 
quite  understand  their  meaning,  £.  ,&  L.  M. 

Xortli  Elirabeth,  N.J. 

Of  late  years  prizes  ou  incubators  and 
brooders  have  not  been  awartled  at  New  York 
and  Boston  shows.  It  is  manifestly  impos- 
sible to  judge  machines  at  shows,  and  the 
maiLigenieut  of  a  show  is  now  generally  too 
wise  to  attempt  it. 

There  seems  to  be  a  great  deal  of  confusion 
in  the  use  of  the  tenus  bran,  shorts  and 
mi(hllini7s.  There  have  lately  been  a  number 
of  inquiries  relating  to  the  use  of  these  terms, 
and  a  short  dissertation  on  them  may  not  be 
out  of  order.  In  the  west  the  terms  shorts 
and  mi(kllinffs  are  used  indittereiitly  to  desig- 
nate the  product  of  ground  wheat  between 
fine  flour  and  bran,  and  we  believe  this  is 
more  nearly  correct  than  the  local  New  Eng- 
land usage.  At  the  feed  store  where  the 
writer  has  been  buying  since  coming  to  N.  E., 
be  finds  that  all  products  below  the  fine  flour 
are  designated  as  middlings  —  while  mid- 
dlings, red  middlings,  etc.  The  red  middlings 
is  what  in  Colorado  we  called  eustem  brati, 
.and  in  the  central  west  simply  bran.  The 
while  middlings  closely  resembles  Colorado 
bran,  which  is  supposed  to  be  composed  of 
bran  and  middlings,  or  shorts  —  the  propor- 
tions of  each  varying  greatly  in  the  products 
of  difl'erent  mills. 

Webster  defines  —  '•Middlings. — .V  com- 
bination of  tbc  coarser  parts  of  ground  wheat 
with  the  finest  bran,  separated  from  the  line 
flour  and  coarse  bran  in  bolting;"  and 
"  SlIOIiT.  pi.— The  part  of  milled  grain  sifted 
out  which  is  next  finer  than  the  brau." 

In  this  connection  we  note  as  a  curious  fact 
that  the  word  chop,  used  extensively  in  the 
west  to  designate  a  coarsely  ground  corn  meal 
or  finely  cracked  corn,  whichever  you  choose 
to  call  it,  does  not  a|)pear  in  Webster,  nor 
have  we  found  the  product  on  sale  here. 

Another  western  article  very  popular  as  a 
stock  food  is  mixed  chap,  coninosed  of  corn 
and  oats  in  about  equal  parts  very  coarsely 
ground  together.  This  article,  loo,  we  do  not 
yet  find  on  sale  in  this  market. 


A  Good  Combination. 

Poultry  as  an  adjunct  to  other  branches  of 
farm  labor,  has  time  and  urain  been  discussed, 
and  many  excellent  combinations  have  been 
made.  For  instance,  poultry  and  milk;  eggs 
and  butter;  poultry  and  fruit,  and  so  on. 
The  editor  of  the  Bee-Keepers'  /leriejc, how- 
ever, brings  out  a  suggestion  which  might  be 
worth  considering.  He  has  the  following  in 
a  late  issue  of  his  journal : 

"  Broilers  far  Projit,iM  the  title  of  a  new 
book  by  Michael  K.  Boyer,  one  of  the  editors 
of  Fai'..m-Poiltry,  probably  the  most  suc- 
cessful poultry  publication  in  this  country. 
I  tiike  pleasure  in  recommending  this  book, 
because  it  gives  both  sides  of  the  business  — 
the  bad  as  well  as  the  good.  How  often  have 
we  bee  keepers  discussed  the  question  of 
'What  shall  bee  keepers  do  winters?'  or 
'  What  pursuit  can  be  managed  in  connection 
with  bee  keeping?'  By  reading  this  new 
«book  I  find  that  the  man  who  embarks  in  the 
broiler  business  is  compelled  to  ask,  '  AVhat 
shall  I  do  in  the  summer?'  The  raising  of 
broilers  is  not  recommended  as  a  sole  occupa- 
tion, but  it  is  a  splendid  winter  job.  Bee 
keeping  is  a  splendid  summer  job,  but  in 
winter  it  furnishes  no  work.  Don't  you  see 
that  here  are  two  occupations  that  would 
unite  splendidly?  If  you  are  at  a  loss  us  to 
what  to  do  winters,  read  this  hook.  The 
price  is  fifty  cents,  and  it  can  be  furni.shed 
from  this  oflice.  It  can  be  clubbed  with  the 
Review  for  Sl.OO." 

While  on  a  recent  trip  to  Homer  City,  Pa., 
we  visited  a  gentleman  by  the  name  of  Bar- 
clay, who  was  making  quite  a  success,  on  n 
small  scale,  of  chickens  and  bees.  He  spoke 
very  highly  of  the  combination,  and  believed 
it  would  be  an  excellent  matter  to  follow  on  a 
large  scale.  Let  us  hear  from  our  readers 
about  it. 


From  fifty  to  one  hundred  or  more  families 
can  be  found  in  any  town,  anxious  to  be  sup- 
plied with  fresh  eggs,  but  obliged  to  rely  on 
store  goods  because  no  one  can  be  found  who 
will  remember  that  Friday  comes  fifty-two 
times  a  year. — Exchange. 


CREAM  SEPARATORS. 

De  Laval  "Alpha"  and  "Baby  "Separators. 
First— Best— Cheape.<;t.    All  Styles— Sizes. 
Prices,  $50  to  $800. 

Save  SIO  |>er  iH)\v  i)*'r  ^-car.   Scinl  for  Catalog. 

THE  DE  LAVAL  SEPARATOR  GO. 

Kanlhim'ii  caxal  St^..  I  71  I  c>i:ti.ani>t  St., 
 tUlf  A<U).  I        NKW  VOKK. 

Buyers'  Directory. 

CLASSIFIED  ADVEllliSKME.STS  only  tcxii  be 
printed  under  (his  heading;  no  advertisement  admitted 
containing  iess  than  TWO  lines;  no  display  other  than 
the  iniiiai  irord  orname  aliotred;  no  limit  to  length  of 
ad,:  an  adrerfiser  can  divide  his  copy  and  put  the 
matter  under  ax  many  headings  as  he  u-ishes;  all  space 
used  except  classified  headline,  to  be  charged  at  a 
uniform  price  of  25  cents  per  line  each  and  every 
insertion;  no  less  price  per  line  for  any  number  of  lints 
or  times  inserted;  copy  trill  be  changed  often  as  desired; 
about  seven  ordinary  tcords  trill  make  a  line;  all  parts 
of  lines  charged  as  one  full  line;  the  headlines  will  be 
arranged  alphabelictiUy,  as  in  a  "business  directory." 

BANTAMS. 

ES  ixccpt  tialNe.  I'leasecl  to 
W.  W.  ('loUi;li.  Mi  .lway.  .Mass. 


MINORCAS. 


VLL  V.\KIKTlliS  ixc  pt  tiaiN. 
show  llii-ni 


 BREEDING  STOCK.  

XT.  Bl{.4H.H.VSaii.l  W.I'.  Hooks,  prize  winning 
J    where  shown.    LjiiiS  in  season.    Mnek  for  sale. 

 ('.  liiiiwri.  (jiii  i'liec.  Vl. 

T  Tit  K.4KM,  Warn.  l.  N.  11.  lin  e.ls  vi-.  1!.  V. 
4    4  i>  K"ks,l..iirahs.,  l'.l.(;a..P.Dn.  ks.  W.\V;s. 

I7*OR  SALE  6  miles,  5U  Xemales.  \V.  I'.  Kocks  ami 
W.  Wouders.  Good  breeding  birds.  Gerry 
H.  Lawrence.  Canal  Poullry  Yar»ls.  Asliby,  Mass, 
1>L.1CK  .Minorcas  ami  S.  C.  Hi-,  l.e^'lioins.  larKC 
^9  vitrorous,  winners  of  nian\  jn  i/i  s.  IJest  strains 
in  the  world.  Few  ir.io.l  cockeiVls  J.' to  ?4.  Efrgs,  *2 
I'er  l'>.  K.  l;<'rtraiii  I'ike,  I'ike  Station.  K.  11. 

I-r  FAU.M,  W  amor,  N.  II.  W  .Wvs.,  I!.  P. 

4    4  \y  1M,~..  I.,  liralis..  C.  I.  (iallii  s  nnexi'elled. 

CtHOICK  W  .  and  B.  1'.  IJoeks  and  \V.  Wyan.lolli  s-. 
y   YearliiiKS  and  youn^r  stock  for  salt- i-iit-ap.  Urrat 
layinir  strains.  Cieo.  S.  Howeti.  Kast  ptu  t.  C't . 

CLOVER  HAY. 

("ILOVKH,  out  reailv  tor  nse.      nei  lni  llis. 
Woo.lliiil  Farni.'sialion  V..  IMiilailelpliia.  I'a. 

COCHINS. 

BUFF  COCHINS,  lart'o  size,  full  leal iioicil,  \  i;;- 
ortuis  st4»ek,  sound  in  color,  true  Cocliin  sliapc. 
Eggs,  $2jO  per  13;  $4j)er  X.  Qualioag  I'onllrv  Vai  .ls. 
 r.  Kalpli  LeUi  a,  rain].  i-;  Mass. 

DUCKS. 

1>KKIN  DCCK  FUGS  for  sale,    liaukiu  and 
Bladley  tiros,  stock.        per  13  e^K's. 
 ,l.(i.  Hroouiall,  Aslihourne.  Pa. 

EGGS. 

^  L.  .-VKO  WHITE  Wvaudoiies,  IS.  P.  Hocks, 
IO«  1,1.  liralMn;is,  Sl.  jl)  per  13.  Bulf  Pekin  Bantams, 
ei  per  13.  Pi-kin  Uncks,  $1  per  lU;  SSpcr  100;  $70  per 
li«N».   Cal.  file:  farm  range. 

Kvcrgri  on  Clitt  Poultry  Farm.  Pouglikecpsie,  N.  Y. 
L.A<'K  Lan^islian  and  HI.  Minorca e;:L's  [or  sitting 
fl.'.".  1  ;.   \\  .  ii-cn,l.\\  I  M  (  ..\-,irki.  .  N.V. 


y.  KOCK,  W  .  \\  \aii.l..  .s.  (  .  IJ.  1.0-..I;.  Mil 
cL-fs.SI  pert;.  W.  (  rosh\,  Hra.l.lock.  P; 


X.'^GGS  f<.r  liatclnng,  for  ini  uhatoi-  u>c-  fronil.iirc 
Tj  bred  \V.  p.  Kocks.  P<.r  l'»i.  SJ.-Mi.  Dntchcss  Co. 
Poullry  Kami.      V.  W .  Vclii-.  ,Mgi-..  Pliini  hook.  ,\  .  V. 

'T  .t  1*KK  t:KM'  fertile  giiarari.    K;.-;;-  P.  Dia-ks. 

4  'J    W.P.Ho.  ks.  C.  A.JSIi  vens  A  f  o..\\  ilM.n.N  .V. 

1'r76FAK.>I,  Warner.  N.H.  l.ar^■e  ].rolilic  Ijr.  egg 
4   sti  s.  B.  P.  K'ks..  L.  lirali.  C.  I.  (.allies,  w.  Wys. 
— ftl,35  fi'oni  olioice  lllatingsof  li.  and  W.  P, 
^ \P   Pocks.  W.  Wyandottes.  I!,  and  S.  C.  Bro.  and 
Wliitc  r.i  gli..rns.   a4.  i  lakland  Fai  in.  K<  lsey,  Olilo. 

EGG  PRESERVATIVES. 

1>HK.SFKVE  KG<;.S  Willi  Greeting's  Preserving 
Coiijponncl.  Sample  package  will  preserve  100 
doz.   Sent  liv  mail.  51.    Send  for  circular. 

C.  C.  Prii'den.  Agt..  lil:;  Pearl  St..  F.lizalietll.  \'..T. 


EXCHANGE. 


t^OK  S.\I,K,  or  will  cxcliange  lor  fowls,  a  line 
lar:.'.-  tent.    Walter  Harned.  Trenton.  N.  .1. 


HOUDANS. 


H 


«H'I>.4->S,  farm  raised.  1st  class  eggs,  f2  per 
M.  Holmes.  21  Cliff  St..  l.ynn.  llass. 


INCUBATORS  AND  BROODERS. 

SFN  I)  for  Cat.  ■>!  tlie  faiiioiis  i  i!eiilang\  Incubators 
aid  Brooders,     (ie...  S.  Siii;;er.  (  aniingtou,  O. 

INCUI5.\T<>K  regulation  peifecled.  Send  for 
illlislrale.l  catalogMc.  A.  11.  liiirr.  Omalia.  Xeb. 
rpHE  PEKFFCTEI>  Incuhators.  Casli.  install- 
A  ments.  or  rented.  The  Perfected  regulator  fits 
any  incubator.  4  cts^  iu  stam]>s  for  circular. 

 H.  I>.  Monlton,  Taunton,  ^lass. 

Inciibatoi-,  Prairie  Stale,  S'A);  3  sectional 
^yfyF  biooilers,  [*ruirie  State,  fl-'i;  Prairie  State 
brooder,  cost  ?14.   for  S7.    All  in  gf-od  condition. 
Wni.  Hennie.  giSSt.  Inwood  on  Hii.lson.  X.  Y. 

I^OK  SALE.  Invincible  Incnliator.  li^i-egg  capac- 
ity, good  rnnuing  order,  price  Ss.  Aitdress 
.1.  F,. 'Welch.  .>jo7  X.  St..  X.  \V..  \Va~liinglon.  I).  C. 

PR.4  I  Kl  F  State  indoor  brooder,  cost  $H.  price  $7. 
Self  ri-:;iilaliiig.  Box  -J.i.  Wai|noil.  M^^ss. 


LANGSHANS. 


2 POINTS  in  fa\or  of  bnving  I.ord^s  strain  of 
Black  Langslians  are.  extra  laying  qualities,  an<l 
exhibition  points.  A  number  of  my  best  layers  scored 
yi  and  95  points  this  season.  1  caiionly  sell  about  50 
sittings  of  eggs  from  mv  best  pens;  so  order  early. 
Eggs,  $2  per  sit.  .1.  H.  T.oVd.  Box       Lawrence.  .Mass. 


LEGHORNS. 


BUFF  Leg's.  Stock  and  eggs  fr<im  hinls  1  hal  iiave 
always  won  in  show  rooihs.  .\mestjur\ ,  Maiden. 
Stoiu'ham,  Peabodv,  Glotieesler,  Boston.  Mass.;  Man- 
cliester.X.H.;  Hocliester.  .N.  Y. :  Scianlon,  Pa. .  Ilag- 
ersl'.wn.  M.l.  X..tahird  -cor.  less  than  W.  F:ggs.Sl.;*, 
Vr.  S4..V.;  ?s,i,.i.  Frank  Woodluiry,  2d,  Bi'veriy.  .Mass. 

BUFF  LEG.  My  entire  breeding  stock  to  make 
room  for  chicks,  some  inti  birds.  First  come, 
first  served.  A  snap  for  you.  Have  won  10;l  prizes  in 
2  years.  If  looking  for  egg  macliines  don't  let  this 
chance  slip.  Franii  Woodluiry.  2nd.  Beverly.  Ma-s. 
I'OK  SAI.F,-2llI!oseConib  Brown  L.gliorn  hens, 
200  Single  Comb  Brown  and  White  Leghorn  hens, 
all  choice  breeders.     Oakland  Farm,  Kelsey,  Ohio. 


BLACK    MINOHCAS    i  xcUisively,  Cornell, 
Noi  tlinp.  Saiiiee  ,t  Cuuuiugliam,  Xorthup  sir's 
crosses.    Kggs  $l.:.(i  p.-r  13. 

II.  Story,  IS7  Arliiiglon  Av<'..  lirooklyu.  X.  Y. 
W  V  .Min's  at  bargain  2(i  eggs  for  price  of  13  now. 
>>\Hy   Catalogue.   G.  11.  Xorlliii|>.  liaceville.  X.  Y. 
UV.4L  strain  Bl'k  Minorca-  ^u  e  better  thau  ever 
this  season.        F.  H.  W.Hid.  Dryden.  X.  Y. 


R 


PEA  FOWL. 


T 


UK  olden  kind.  Perfect  l.ri  eders.  Grand  plum- 
age. Pairs.  Slo  t'l  5l-'i.  » laklainl  Farm.  Ki-lsey„0. 


PHEASANTS. 


M 


ONGOLI.VN  and  Lnglish  pheasant  egg.  Easily 
d  as  clii.  k-.  .).  11.  lilaves.  Ciiilcstinrg,  Ky, 


E 


NGLISH  PHE.VS.VNTS.  Fggs.  S3  per  doz. 
Wui.  11.  .May.  Ir..  H  Daniels  .\ve.,  Pittstield.  Mass. 


PIGEONS. 


J.\COIilJ<Saud  lloining  pigeons  at  *1  and  $2  per 
pair.  L.  C.  Bowman.  Tiinberville.  Va. 

HO.MEKS  for  !1\  ing  purposes,  thai  are  second  to 
none.  HoiiH'rs  for  scpiabs,  large,  vigorous, 
handsome.  Also  the  only  practical  pigeon  paperpub- 
lislied.  Prices  and  birds  a  bargain.  Add.  with  stamp, 
Thos.  Wiigiil.  142  Hiversi.le  Ave..  Meilford.  Mass. 

IH.WE  1-T  extra  Hunt  cocks.  Will  sell  for  »2 
eacli;  or  S'22  for  the  lot.    A  bargain. 

.J.  E.  Morse.  W  rent  ham,  Mass. 


PLANTS. 


Cli:L.i!:K¥  pUiUs  for  saU'.  $L.0(>  ptr  lUOO:  or  in 
exchange  for  u  gumi  iiu-ut>ai(n-  :iinl  lirouder,  or 
conil>iued,  or  cgns.  Imit  x  (»r  How  lo  Gmw  Celery, 
free.  i*clfr.l.  .'^i-liunr.  Kalamazoo,  Midi. 


PLYMOUTH  ROCKS. 


II 


.WVKINS  and  l.aiiii.erl  1!.  P.  Hock~.  good  size. 
Br.  eg-'s.  7.-.C.  per  11.  Paul  W.No>es.  .Mjstic.Ct. 


15 


l'LVi>l.  Hocks  hreil  [or  la>ers.  Eggs  SI  a  sit. 
.M.  .\mlerson.  llOli  La\\reiice  St.,  LoWfll.  Mass. 


WHITE  P.  Kocks.    Will  sell  line  yearling  slock 
cheap.  Writetor  prices.    Eggs.15  $1 ; $2.50; 
lOOJ.'i.  Will.  F.  Hinds.  1  leHu  vier.  N.  Y'. 


li 


f  FFaiid  li'd  P.  Hock  egg-,  lialf-|iri.-e.  f  1  per  15. 
Ihatcli  ■_''t'd.    .1.  T.  l;liode-.  I.eeelil.iirg.  Pa. 


b^'OK  S.ALK  —  2i»i  B.  and  Wliile  P.  Kock  liens  in 
lots  to  suit.    Large  size  and  linelv  marked. 
 Address  I  laklanil  Farm,  Kelsey.  Ohio. 


POULTRY  CURES. 


MIFTSIloll  Eggs.  Streeter's  remedy.  Toiutroducc 
)    trial  bottle  lOc.   1).  .V.  Streeter.  Walerbury,  Ct. 

POULTRY  FARMS. 


HOME  of  4  acre. 
Address  .Mr 


Enclose'  stamp. 
.  Peace.  Portland  Mills.  Ind. 


 POULTRY  SUPPLIES.  

VAKIETIES,  ponltry,  eggs,  i.igons  ami 
•  "  li.ares.  'ii'  [lage  book  printed  in  nal  ii  i  al  colors. 
Hedneed  rates  on  eggs  after  .1  line  1st.  Send  for  rate 
card.  .1.  A.  Belgey.  Telford.  Pa. 


PRINTING. 


^TKICTLY  lirst  class  stock  and  work.  See  ad.  2d 
cover,  lieporter  i*rinting  Honse.W'ellsville.  X.Y. 

Gil  4\  '"ivs  KKi  Env.  XXX.  If*)  sheets  packet 
OJL.Oir  aii'd  liK,  lagsat  ..iHceof  Ernest  B.Tozer, 
Dover.  Me.   Successor  to  Prall  Bros.   


WANTED. 


AF<>IJLTKVMA>,  \Mlli  iiiauy  years  expeneuce 
and  competent  to  take  entire  charge  wauls  posi- 
tion or  to  go  in  as  partner.  The  advertiser  is  a  single 
middle  aged  man  of  good  habits  and  has  lirst  class 
ref<'i  ences.  Address 

I'onltryman.  "-'4  Greenwich  St..  New  York.  X.  Y. 
"¥\'"ANTtl>,  po^iliuii  on  poiiltM  farm.  years 
▼  ?  experience  on  ^onie  of  ii,e  lar^'est  poullry 
J)!.!!!!-;  ill  I '.  .s.  (Inly  llio^e  iiieaiiiii;:  ne^-^  ne<.-d  aus. 
Thi^  advert  iM-iiieiii:  A.  E.  J^n.iil..  c.n  .-  of  K.  Mack.  157 
Kan-je-f  il>  Live  Stock  Kxcltan^'c,  Kaii>as  (  iiy.  Mo. 


WYANDOTTES. 


~V%7"iHTK  \\  yandi-ttes  exclusively,  early  layers 
TT     lifown  e;^;-'^,  fow  ls  bred  for  eggs  and  poultry. 
Eggs  SI  |)er  13;  lor  iucu.  $5  per  iW.   Stock  in  season. 
Sat.  gnar''d.       A.  M.  .Jerauld,  No.  Attlehoro.  Mass. 


THITE  \V\  and.,  farm  raised  dark  egg  strain  eggs, 
-     it.    l:.  M.  Holmes,  21  ClillM..  Lynn.  Mass. 


~¥'¥rHITE  \\  \aiidotte  eggs  fn  n,  large  vigorous 
»  »     stools  bred  for  practical  pni  poses.  Sl-Vi  per  13; 
S2.-'>0  per  20.   Also  chicks  from  the  same  stock.  '2.^, 
each.  C.  E.  Gilbert.  Slevi  nsoii.  Conn. 


UITE  Wyaiid.  exolu.    Storm  King,  eggs  from 
special  inalingsSl  for  j3  ;iticnb.  eggs  So  per  100. 
Clover  Hill  •^  ■Is  .C.  H.  Hardy.  Grovelaiid.  Mass. 
"V17V.VNUOTTKS,    Gold,  Silver,  V  bite.  Buff. 

T  t  El's'-,  si.  1  tioice  young  stock  after  Sept.  1st. 
Violi  tte  l.ar,  ,1  \V\aiidoites.  No  pggs.  Stock aXlerOct. 

Syl\aii  Gio\e  Poultry  Farm.  Bernardston,  Mass. 
"VVT'UITE  \\  >  an.loties.  Felt  strain,  stock  direct, 
TT  uo  inbreeiiiiig.  Prize  vvinnersat  New  Y'ork  and 
Boston,  lieduced  jirice  for  rest  of  season.  Eggs 
from  best  pens,  $1  per  Is);  3  sittings  S2.50.  Satisfaction 
guaranleed.  Circular  free.  A.  itolmes.  Ciivler.  X.  Y, 
VAMJOTTF  liOOK  illusl rated.  l.''C. 

W.  ^\  .  Cloiigh.  :\led»ay.  Mass..  PiiMisher. 
WYAN.   iggs.  SI  per  l.i.    I.arire  egg,  no 
•   inbred  strain.   F.  H.  Tnttle.  Manlius.  N.  Y, 


w 


7HITE  Wv.  Strong,  vig.  stock.  Eggs  rest  sea- 
son. 7.5c.-l;>:  $-2-:*>.  C.  H.  Trask.  Middleburv,Ct. 


I^OK  SALE—  A  choice  lot  of  While  anil  S.  Wyan- 
dotte hens  and  \earliiig  cocks.    Write  your 
wants.  Address  Oakland  Farm.  Kelsev  .  Olilo. 

SEA  SHELLS  FOR  POULTRY. 

THE  BEST  FOOD  FOE  ALL  FOWLS. 

Far  snperi<ir  to  ground  clam  or  oyster  shells.  Send 
forcin'ular.   Prices  low. 

ROBERT  CHAPMAX,  Jr., 
 ICCIaremont  Park,  Boston,  Mass. 

BE  YOUR  OWN  DOCTOR. 

Get  a  case  of 
home  Specific 
Rcmediej,  put  up 
by  eminent  physi- 
cians. They  pre- 
serve health  and 
prevent  doctor's 
visits.  Oftentimes 
a  few  doses  of  med- 
icine will  prevent 
Size  8x4x1  incb.  a  long  continued 

illness.  Families  who  have  these  remedies  find 
they  pay  for  themselves  a  hundred  times  in  the 
amount  saved  in  doctor's  bills.  A.  case  contains 
600  doses  of  12  selected  formulas  without  mercu- 
ry or  opiates.  Price  53.00  with  book  giving 
eymptoms  and  treatment.  Address 
Home  Medical  Ax'n,  M  Madiaou  St.,  Chioafk 
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K  arm:= Poultry 


June  15 


"White  Comb. 

AFr.  Editor:— I  liave  a  valuable  licn,  but  hei'  comb 
lias  become  nearly  white  o£  late.  Slie  eats  well,  hut 
(iocs  not  lay,  and  seems  very  languid  in  her  movements. 
Win  you  kindly  state  the  cause  and  treatment  ? 

Noi-wicli,  Conn.  E.  H.  P.  B. 

Wbite  comb  is  a  disease  that  generally  owes 
its  origin  to  impi-oper  sanitary  surroundings. 
L'.ielc  of  sunlight,  too  close  air  in  the  houses, 
and  also  a  scarcity  of  green  food  are  ijromi- 
iient  causes.  We  meet  the  disease  on  city 
lots,  and  basements  of  city  stables  rather  than 
in  the  country. 

Dr.  Saiiliorn,  in  "Farm-Poultry  Doctor,'' 
says  treatment  can  seldom  be  given,  as  it 
means  a  removal  to  green  fields,  with  proper 
bousing  and  feeding.  The  local  conditions 
should  be  met  by  the  daily  application  of  an 
ointment  of  oleate  of  zinc,  one  heaping  tea- 
spoonful  to  one-half  cup  of  vaseline.  Do  not 
(as  has  been  advised  by  some),  give  laxatives, 
but  try  to  build  up  in  every  possible  way  the 
bird's  weakened  system. 

Stoddard  advises  putting  sulphur  and  tar 
ointment  on  the  comb.  Tumeric  is  said  by 
Wright  to  be  a  specific;  he  uses  it  in  an  oint- 
ment of  cocoaiiut  oil  one  ounce,  and  powdered 
tumeric  one-quarter  of  an  ounce.  If  lard  is 
used  instead  of  cocoanut  oil,  tlie  fancier 
should  take  care  to  mix  it  fresh  for  every 
application,  and  clean  carefully  the  parts 
occasionally. 

An  excellent  tonic  will  be  found  in  adding 
Sheridan's  Condition  Powder  daily  to  the  soft 
food,  about  a  teaspoonful  to  twenty-four 
fowls,  or  in  that  proportion. 


the  web  of  the  foot,  and  there  will  then  be  no 
dilficulty  in  distinguishing  them  when  grown. 
If  you  have  not  a  punch  cut  the  web  slightly 
with  a  sharp  knife  or  a  pair  of  scissors. 


Perhaps  Consumption. 

Mr.  Editor;— I  have  a  lieu  ivliich  has  lor  some  time 
been  sick  with  a  trouble  I  cannot  make  out.  I  write, 
tlieretore,  to  you,  thinkinj<  you  might  know  the 
trouble  and  tell  me  what  to  do  for  it. 

1  have  noticed  more  plainly  while  she  was  roostin^r 
that  she  breathes  with  a  sort  of  rattling  noise,  and  fre- 
quently sneezes,  or  makes  a  noise  whieli  I  think  a 
sneeze.  Her  bowels  are  loose,  and  she  has  nut  laid 
for  months,  to  my  knowledj^e.  Can  3'ou  tell  me  what 
the  trouble  is,  and  what  I  can  do  for  her?  Had  I 
better  separate  her  from  the  other  hens? 

If  killed  now,  would  the  meat  be  edible? 

Cedar  Grove,  N.  J.  S.  W. 

From  your  description  we  are  inclined  to 
think  the  hen  has  consumption.  Kill  and 
bury  deep.  She  is  probably  incurable,  and 
even  if  she  could  be  cured  after  so  long  a 
sickness  would  be  for  all  practical  purposes 
worthless.  The  meat  of  such  a  fowl  is  not 
fit  for  food. 


Buying  at  a  Long  Distance. 

Mr.  Editor:— Uo  you  think  I  could  send  from  here 
for  a  few  sittings  of  eggs  from  the  United  Slates  of 
America,  with  a  certainty  of  their  hatching  after 
coming  here  on  the  ste.amer?  Or,  do  you  think  it 
would  be  better  for  nie  to  import  tlie  fowls  ?  I  should 
like  to  have  some  White  Wyaudottes  and  Bronze 
turkeys.  H.  C. 

Warwick  AVest,  Bermuda. 

Quite  a  number  of  American  fanciers  have 
imported  eggs  from  Europe,  and  had  good 
hatches.  Wliy  should  not  eggs  sent  to  Ber- 
muda be  equally  successful?  Yet  there  is 
more  or  less  risk.  We  should  prefer  buying 
fowls.  If  carefully  crated  and  kindly  handled 
and  cared  for  en  route  there  should  be  very 
little  risk  to  run.  A  trio  of  fowls  would  give 
enough  eggs  in  hatching  season  to  secure  a 
good  lot  of  young,  and  would,  we  believe,  be 
a  better  investment  than  to  buy  eggs. 

Mixed  P.  Roclts. 

Mr.  Editor  :  —  Last  j  ear  I  bought  a  sitting  of  B.  P. 
Ilock  eggs  from  a  noted  breeder  in  New  Hampshire. 
I  have  six  pullets  from  those  eggs,  also  three  cock- 
erels—all  very  nice.  Tills  spring  I  mated  those  pul- 
lets to  a  two  year  old  cock. 

Now  what  I  wanted  to  tell  you  is  this:  From  these 
eggs  1  have  a  number  o£  chicks  marked  like  Leg- 
horns; some  brown  and  barred,  others  light  gray,  but 
with  that  broad  stripe  down  their  backs  just  like  a 
pure  Leghorn.  Vi'e  have  no  Legliorns,  but  the  man 
I  bought  eggs  of  last  spring  kept  B.  Leghorns  and  li. 
P.  Rocks. 

One  of  the  pullets  has  a  larger  comb  tlian  a  B.  P. 
Rock  ought  to  have,  I  think,  but  they  are  so  nicel}- 
marked  that  1  hate  to  throw  out  one.  V\'hat  would 
you  do  with  those  chiclcsy  Wi^uld  you  keep  tlieiii 
with  the  others?  I  am  afraid  I  can't  lull  them  after 
a  while.   They  may  feather  out  like  the  P.  Hocks. 

It  must  be  that  the  lai'ge  c(-nnbed  pullet  has  Leg- 
horn blood  in  her.  Don't  you  think  so?  ' 

Evanston,  O.  Mrs.  J.  P.  C. 

The  one  pullet  certainly  has  Leghorn  blood, 
and  it  may  be  that  some  of  the  others  liave. 
One  of  the  best  Barred  P.  Rock  pullets  the 
writer  ever  saw  (i.  e.,  the  best  judged  by 
appearances)  was  bred  from  a  P.  Rock  hen 
and  a  S.  C.  "W.  Tieghoni  cock.  She  did  not 
show  the  le;ist  trace  of  her  Leghorn  blood. 
You  might  mark  the  chicks  by  punching 


Will  Some  of  our  M.  Ds.  Explain  ? 

Mr.  Editor:— Can  5'ou  tell  me  the  reason  hens  lay 
eggs  (soft  ones)  with  a  long  tube  at  each  end?  I  have 
read  in  Farm-Poui.tkv  the  cause  of  hens  laying  soft 
eggs,  but  cannot  understand  the  tube. 

Is  it  any  permanent  injury  to  the  hen?  I  have  a 
hen  hiying  such  eggs.  She  appears  perfectly  healthy. 
I  have  also  a  hen  which  laid  such  eggs  last  fall,  and  I 
have  not  seen  her  on  the  nest  since.  She  also  looks 
well;  her  comb  is  as  red  as  that  of  a  hen  which  is  laj-- 
ing  regularly.  Can  you  tell  ine  the  reason,  or  whether 
it  is  any  use  keeping  such  liens?  Mrs.  G.  C. 

Chicago,  111. 

We  do  not  think  it  ])ays  to  keep  such  hens. 
If  we  were  to  hazard  a  guess  as  to  the  cause, 
it  would  be  that  something  was  wrong  with 
the  oviduct.  Just  what  that  something  is 
we  will  liave  to  ask  some  of  our  medical 
poultrymen. 


How  to  Distingiiisli  Sexes  in  Ducks. 

Mr.  Editor:— 1st.  How  can  ducks  be  told  from  drakes 
at  ten  weeks  old  ? 

2d.  llow  shall  I  attach  ;i  scratching  shed  to  a  hen 
house  40  ft.  long,  G  ft.  high,  double  roof,  4  windows  in 
front?  Can  only  put  the  shed  in  front  of  house, 
which  faces  south. 

The  ducks  quack.  The  drakes  make  a  low 
noise  resembling  the  quacking  of  the  duck, 
but  very  subdued. 

The  best  way,  and  the  cheapest  iu  the  end, 
would  be  to  tear  the  old  house  down  and 
build  a  new  one  on  the  scratching  shed  plan. 
You  cannot  att;ich  satisfactory  sheds  to  the 
old  house.  By  carefully  saving  the  old 
luinber,  planning  the  new  house  so  that  old 
stuff  can  be  used  without  waste,  and  doing 
the  work  yourself,  you  could  have  a  good 
house  with  little  niore  cash  outlay  than  would 
be  required  to  put  a  shed  on  the  old  one. 


Blindness— Liice, 

Mr.  Editor:— On  page  ISS,  of  May  1  P.-P.,  C.  L.  B. 
gives  a  description  of  chicks  that  go  blind  when 
about  two  weeks  old.  You  ask  for  inff)iniation. 

Last  season  I  lost  about  one  hundred  with  perhaps 
the  same  disease? 

It  would  be  impossible  for  me  to  state  just  what  I 
fed  or  in  what  rotation.  Suflicient  to  say,  I  love  my 
stock,  hence  they  get  all  they  c:iu  eat  of  a  great  vari- 
ety of  healthy  food.  Each  person  I  talked  with 
about  my  chicks  had  a  remedy,  each  I  wrote  to  told 
me  just  what  to  do  to  cure.  In  not  a  single  instance 
did  I  tind  a  cure.  The  following  I  did  try,  and  did 
cure,  or  rather,  prevent  the  disease  spreading.  Kill 
lice  by  using  Persian  insect  powder.  Your  corre- 
spondent lias  lice.  I  had  when  I  positively  said  I  luul 
not.  In  each  and  every  case  where  1  made  an  exami- 
nation I  found  a  large  gray  louse  inside  the  ear. 

Will  the  editor,  or  some  one  give  me  a  remedy  for 
balling  up  of  the  vent,  or  bowel  trouble?  I  Inive  to 
watch  my  young  brood  for  the  first  six  weeks  to  pre- 
vent this,  and  have  to  use  medicine  all  the  time  for 
period  after.  They  are  healthy  and  grow  fast.  It 
cannot  be  in  the  feed,  as  one  flock  will  be  taken  and 
the  other  left,  of  the  same  age,  on  the  s:ime  food,  on  the 
same  range.  Some  of  them  show  signs  of  the  disease 
at  two  weeks,  and  some  at  two  days.  If  it  is  too 
much  food,  why  don't  all  flocks  suff'er  alike?  The 
same  would  api}ly  if  food  did  not  agree  with  them. 
Parent  stock  perfectly  healthy,  and  has  been. 

Now  what  would  you  say  was  the  cause?  What  is 
the  remedy  ?  What  food  would  you  give  for  first  six 
weeks?  I  might  say:  cracked  corn,  dry;  cracked 
wheat,  dry  ;  cracked  oats,  dry ;  plenty  of  fresh  pure 
water,  and  a  good  range  of  pasture;  plenty  of  grit; 
well  housed ;  no  lice.  Now  what  is  tlie  trouljle? 

Normal,  III.  I.  H.  W. 

What  is  the  trouble?   Improper  feeding. 

Your  letter  head  tells  us  that  you  breed 
Barred  P.  Rocks,  exclusively  ;  that  you  sell 
eggs  from  cockerel  or  pullet  matings  at  $3 
per  sitting,  and  guarantee  satisfaction  both  iu 
eggs  and  stock.  And  yet  you  don't  know 
how  to  feed  chicks!  You  say  first  tliat  you 
do  not  know  what  you  fed  your  chicks  last 
year,  or  iu  what  rotation,  adding :  "sufficient 
to  say,  I  love  my  stock,  hence  they  get  all 
they  can  eat  of  a  gre;it  variety  of  healthy 
food."  Then  in  concluding  you  suggest  as  a 
suitable  ration  for  your  young  chicks,  cracked 
corn,  wheat  and  oats,  till  dry. 

We  can  find  no  excuse  for  your  ignorance. 
There  is  hardly  ;i  poultry  paper,  of  the  many 
published,  and  hardly  an  agiicultural  paper 
with  a  poultry  department  which  has  not 
published  within  a  few  months  more  than 
one  article  on  how  to  feed  chicks.  These  arti- 
cles were  for  the  most  part  written  by 
experts,  are  well  worth  reading,  are  full  of 
trustworthy  advice  and  reliable  information. 
You  evidently  have  read  none  of  them.  If 
yi3U  love  your  chickens  prove  it  to  them. 
Hunt  up  one  of  these  articles,  study  it,  and 
stuily  to  such  purpose  that  your  chicks  will 
profit  by  it. 


We  are  not  going  to  reprint  articles  on  feed- 
ing for  the  benefit  of  a  single  subscriber — not 
under  such  circumstances  as  these.  At  this 
season  of  the  year  our  readers  want  something 
else. 

The  fact  that  some  broods  are  affected  while 
others  escape,  does  not  show  that  the  trouble 
is  not  due  to  the  food.  It  does  show  that 
there  are  dift'erences  in  the  vigor  of  the 
chicks,  and  tliat  the  stronger  are  able  to  stand 
treatment  to  vvhich  the  others  succumb. 
From  eggs  from  the  same  parents  one  hen 
will  hatch  a  brood  of  very  vigorous  chicks, 
another  brood  will  bo  uniformly  weaker,  and 
a  third  hen  may  ftiil  to  hatch  a  chick.  The 
chicks  of  the  first  hen  will  live  and  thrive 
under  conditions  which  would  mean  speedy 
death  to  their  weaker  brothers  and  sisters. 

We  would  like  to  ask  bow  you  can  expect 
to  give  satisf;iction  to  your  customers  when 
you  do  not  know  how  to  care  for  your  stock, 
how  to  keep  it  in  condition,  how  to  builil  up 
and  maintain  vigorous  constitutions?  These 
are  the  things  you  should  learn ./irsi. 


A  Worthless  Cockerel. 

Mr.  Editor:-!  have  a  Buff  Cochin  cockerel  bought 
last  January  from  a  breeder  here  in  Missouri.  M'hen 
I  got  him  he  showed  signs  of  leg  weakness,  walked  as 
if  on  stills.  About  six  weeks  after  I  bought  him  he 
suddenly  got  so  he  could  not  stand.  I  looked  in 
PARsr-PouLTKY  and  found  a  remedy  aliout  giving 
iiim  quinine  pills  and  feeding  bone  meal.  I  did  that, 
and  he  got  so  that  he  could  stand.  He  walks  around 
the  same  as  at  first,  and  is  unjible  to  serve  the  hens. 
His  comb  has  grown  very  much  since  I  got  him,  so  I 
think  he  must  have  been  very  young. 

He  crows,  eats  and  seems  to  be  well  otherwise.  He 
is  a  very  big  bird.  What  could  I  do  to  briug  him 
around  right?   Will  he  ever  get  any  better? 

St.  Louis,  Mo.  A.  T.  AV. 

Tlie  bird  will  never  make  a  useful  breeder. 
He  is  a  c((ZZ  from  lack  of  stamina.  The  proper 
place  for  him  is  in  the  pot.  He  will  make 
better  eating  now  th:in  a  year  or  more  from 
now.  It  will  be  money  in  your  pocket  to  get 
rid  of  him. 


Cater  to  the  Hens'  Taste. 

Mr.  Editor:- Does  the  use  of  Bradley's  meat  meal, 
containing  finely  ground  bone,  dispense  with  tlie 
green  cut  bone  for  hiying  stock  ?  E.  L.  ^V. 

"Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

Hens  fed  meat  meal  would  not  sufl'er  if 
deprived  of  cut  bone.  If  you  can  feed  both 
we  would  say  do  so  by  all  means.  Don't  make 
it  a  point  to  go  to  as  little  trouble  as  possible 
in  feeding  yonr  fowls.  Besides  feeding  a 
vtiriety  of  foods  feed  the  different  foods  in  as 
many  different  ways  as  you  conveniently  can. 
The  hens  will  appreciate  such  care.  You 
don't  vvant  the  meat  for  yourself  always  pre- 
pared in  the  same  way.  Neither  do  you  want 
the  various  vegetables  served  alike  at  every 
meal.  Study  the  bens'  tastes  for  a  little  while 
and  become  convinced  that  in  this  respect  at 
least  hens  are  verv  human. 


Testing  Eggs. 

Mr.  Editor:— How  are  eggs  tested  for  fertility? 
Sylvan  Lake,  N.  Y.  "W.  A.  M. 

To  test  eggs,  take  tliem  in  a  room  at  night 
where  there  is  only  a  lamp  burning.  Then 
hold  the  eggs  before  the  flame,  shielding  the 
top  of  the  egg  with  the  right  litind,  holding  the 
egg  with  the  left;  or,  an  egg  tester  can  be 
used,  such  as  are  sold  by  the  dift'erent  incu- 
bator manufacturers.  If  the  egg  lo,oks  ch.ar 
after  being  in  the  incubator  or  under  the  hen 
for  about  seven  days,  then  remove  it,  as  it  is 
not  fertile;  but  if  it  shows  red  veins,  much  in 
shape  like  that  of  a  spider,  then  the  egg  is 
fertile.  The  book,  ''Profitable  Poultry  Farm- 
ing," gives  full  explanation  of  the  ai  t  of  test- 
ing eggs.  We  will  send  it  for  twenty-five 
cents. 


Book  Notice. 

Poultry,  by  G.  A.  McFetridge.  80  Pages. 
Price  50  Cents.  Pulilished  by  Clarence  C. 
DePuy,  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 

A  second  edition  of  the  above  book  has  just 
been  issued,  and  the  entire  contents  revised 
and  improved.  It  is  a  concise  treatise  on  how 
to  hatch,  feed,  brood  and  prepare  chickens 
and  ducks  for  market. 


A  Good  Chance. 
B.  G.  Smith,  Elmira,  N.  Y.,  breeder  of 
White  Wyaudottes,  White  Plymouth  Rocks 
and  Rose  Comb  White  Leghorns,  states  he  has 
two  hundred  layers  of  this  year's  breeders,  to 
sell  at  low  prices.  Must  make  room  for  one 
thousand  chicks.    Write  at  once. 


The  columns  of  this  paper  are 
hardly.long  enough  to  print  all  the 
good  words  said  about  the  Nepon- 
set  Waterproof  Red  Rope  Fabric. 
Nepoiisct  should  not  be  confounded 
with  ordinary  tarred  paper  or  build- 
ing paper  that  quickly  rots  when 
exposed  to  the  weather. 

Nepojiset  is  used  for  covering- 
roofs,  side?,  and  walls  of  houses, 
barns,  hen-houses,  green-houses, 
hotbeds,  haystacks,  wagon-covers, 
and  numerous  other  purposes. 

It  is  very  inexpensive :  costs 
only  ^5.00  for  500  square  feet  at 
the  factory,  with  the  necessary 
nails  and  tin  caps.  Any  one  with 
a  hammer  and  pocket  knife  can 
put  it  on.  With  this  Fabric  you 
can  repair  your  outbuilding  so  that 
it  can  storm,  blow,  or  freeze,  and 
your  stock  will  not  mind  it,  for 
Neponset  is  wind-proof  and  frost- 
proof. 

Fnll  particulars  and 
samples  free.  Write 
F.  W.  Bird  &  Son, 
EastWalpole,  Mass. 
For  sale  by  Dealers 
in  Hardware,  Lum- 
ber, and  Building 
Supplies. 
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Dogs,  Poiiltrj',  Plants,  "also  all  ani- 
mals. There  is  nothing  in  the  ■world 
equal  to  the  P.  D.  Q.  Powder  to  kill 
all  vermin  and  tlieir  nits.  Should  be 
sprinlcled  in  hens'  nests,  on  roosts, 
floors,  In  dog'  Icennels  and  baskets. 
Kills  rose  bugs,  currant  and  canker 
worms.  Thousands  of  cliioks  saved 
last  season  by  P.  D.  Q.  Guaranteed 
not  poisonous  or  dangerous. 


EVERYWHERE. 


STER  COMPOUND  CO., 

"Worcester,  Mass. 


INCUBATORS 


The  OLENTANOY  Tnrubator 
has  proved  to  be  the  best.  Ilu,\'e 
taken  prize  after  prize.  Brood- 
rnonlySS.OO.  Before  buying 
elsewhere,  send  for  free  de- 
scription and  testimonials. 
Also  breeder  of  40  varieties  of 
liiijh-class  poultry.    UO  yards, 
liu  houses.  Address 
G.  S.  SINGER,  Cardington,  0. 


Cleaned 
and  Filled 

In  a  niinufo.  Tlic  latest, 
cheapesl  and  best.  See  the 
naiiu'.  Just  what  you  want. 
Send  for  circulars.  The 
trade  solicited. 

ATSATT  KKOS., 
Mat tapoi  sett,  Alaes* 


K.^RM=  Poultry 


Makes  Hens  Lay 

SOLD  ONLY  IN  50  AND  lOO-LB.  SEALED  SACKS 

Grandview  Egg  Farm,  South  Swansea,  Mass. 
After  nearly  two  years'  experience  in  the  use  of  American  Poultry  hood,  during  which  I  have  led  twenty 
or  more  tons.  I  have  come  to  regard  it  as  indispensable  as  an  egg  producer,  flesh  former,  to  make  chickens 
grow  fast  and  feather  up  rapidly.    In  fact,  it  has  no  equal  in  any  feed  1  have  any  knowledge  of  as  an  ail  rour  d 
poultry  food.  W.  P.  SHEPARD. 

L'ir<irnot..ep  AMERICAN  POULTRY  FOOD  Ji^^'drS' 

THE  AMERICAN  CEREAL  CO.,  Chicago,  HI.,  or  Boston,  Hass. 


The  New  York  Musical  Echo 

Is  piobabl}-  the  most  handsomely  gotten  up  Music  Magazine  in  the  world 
for  the  price.  Sample  copy  ten  cents,  j^ostage  paid.  It  is  composed  of 
36  full  size  sheet  music  pages,  and  issued  monthly. 

A  year's  subscription  to  the  New  York  Musical  Echo  means  : 

I  00  '■"-oiiip'^'^^  vocal  and  instrumental  pieces  of  music,  prettiest  selections 
ever  published.  All  easy  to  play  and  sing.  The  tvpe  is  large, 
and  only  fine  book  paper  is  used.  The  price  of  this  music  alone 
would  be  Twenty  Dollars. 

elegant  fashion  plates  illustrating  the  latest  fashions  in  dress  and 
millinery  for  ladies  and  misses,  also  stjdes  for  boys  and  girls. 
50  heautiful  portraits  of  ladies'  handiwork. 

60  gi'^iiid  half-tone  portraits    of    leading    actresses,   the  handsomest 
women  of  the  day. 
Besides  valuable  reading  matter,  theatrical  and  dramatic  news,  sketches 
of  famous  musicians,  etc. 

Subscription  Price,  $1  a  year. 

Send  ten  cents  for  a  sample  copy  to 

THE  NEW  YORK  MUSICAL  ECHO  CO., 

1441  Broadway,  New  York  City. 

-  Valleyview  Farm.  ■ 


>lor»'  Intprossions. 

Th.'  Pr«l>U^i«. 
Mr.  IMitor:  —  I  was  luiu-h  interested  in 
r«\-i<.lius:  John  II.  Kobinsou's  artiele  in  the  last 
Diiuil>er  of  F.\KM-PorLTKY.  1  would  like  to 
ask  him  toesplaiu  an  incident  for  me.  The 
past  week  1  have  had  three  hens  come  oil" 
with  youn^  chicks.  Two  of  the  hens  were 
pure  l>r*<l  AVhite  AVyandottes.  and  the  third 
was  a  Partridsre  Cwhin  which  I  got  from  a 
nei^hl>or  when  she  wanted  to  sit.  I  brought 
her  home  and  set  her  at  the  same  time  as  I  did 
the  two  AVhite  AVyandottes.  All  thi-ee  were 
set  on  pure  bred  White  AVyandotte  ej^s  from 
my  own  yanl.  My  hens  have  not  been  out  of 
their  yard  for  six  mouths,  nor  has  any  other 
cot-k  except  my  own  l>een  in  the  yard.  1  have 
a  pure  bred  AVhite  Wyandotte  eotk.  The 
Cochin  hatched  thirteen  chicks  from  the 
fifteen  e^srs;  three  of  the  chicks  are  a  dark 
brown  al>out  the  color  of  the  Coi'hiu  hen,  the 
rest  of  the  chicks  are  white.  The  two  AVhite 
Wyandotte  hens  hatclietl  twcnty-livc  chicks, 
all  white.  Xow  how  will  Mr.  Kobinsou 
ai'couul  for  the  colored  chicis  hatched  by  the 
C'oi-hin  hen?  I  know  th.at  she  diil  not  break 
three  of  the  sitting  given  her  and  lay  three 
more  in  place  of  them,  because  I  have  watcheil 
the  hens  every  night  when  I  let  them  ofl"  of 
the  nest,  and  I  know  that  there  has  not  been 
more  than  fifteen  eggs  at  any  time  in  the  nest; 
nor  have  any  eggs  bei'n  broken  in  the  nest. 
I  also  know  that  the  e^s  were  straight  White 
Wyandotte  eggs. 

I  believe  that  those  chicks  were  influenced 
by  the  hen  sitting  on  the  eggs;  and  I  believe 
further  that  if  this  Cochin  hen  raises  her 
chicks  to  luatnrity  that  they  will  lay  eggs  that 
will  hatch  colored  chicks  occasionally,  even  if 
they  are  mated  with  a  pure  bred  White 
Wyandotte  cockerel. 

I  hope  you  will  send  this  to  5Ir.  Robin.sou, 
as  I  wish  to  know  what  he  wonlil  give  .is  a 
solution  to  the  question. 

CiiAnLES  It.  TRA^^:K. 

(lermantown,  N.  Y. 

The  Solation. 

The  solution  of  the  problem  is  e:isy  and  very 
simple.  Just  the  things  which  Mr.  Travcr  .so 
positively  asserts  could  not  have  happened 
without  his  knowledge,  and  which  he  says  he 
knows  positively  did  not  happen,  did  happen. 
The  Partridge  Co<-hiu  hen  laid  three  eggs 
from  which  were  batched  the  three  dark 
chicks. 

Since  Mr.  Traver  is  so  snre  that  he  cannot 
be  mistiiken,  suppose  we  a.sk  him  to  repeat 
the  phenomenon.  Let  him  place  several  sit- 
tings of  his  Wh.  Wyandotte  eggs  under  bens 
of  different  colors,—  and  first  let  him  be  sure 
that  none  of  these  hens  arc  .still  laying; — then, 
let  him  watch  them  closely  throughout  the 
faati'h  and  see  what  influence  the  sitters  have 
on  the  chicks. 

Xow  I  would  like  to  ask  Mr.  Traver  a  few 
questions :  How  can  you  account  for  three 
chicks  out  of  thirteen  being  so  mu  -h  influenced 
by  the  Cochin  hen  that  they  were,  when 
hatched,  the  color  of  Partridge  Cochin  chicks, 
while  the  other  ten  were  not  influenced  at  all? 

Do  you  not  think  that  there  should  be 
tjetween  the  two  extremes  specimens  .showing 
d^rees  of  variation  in  susceptibility  to  outside 
influence? 

Does  it  not  strike  you  as  passing  strange 
that  the  number  of  Cochin  chicks  should  be 
so  nearly  the  same  as  the  Bumber  of  eggs  a 
hen  might  lay  after  becoming  broody? 

If  the  color  of  the  feathers  of  the  hen  above 
the  eggs  influences  the  chick,  why  does  not 
the  color  of  the  nesting  material  under  the 
eggs  exercise  a  similar  influence? 

Did  yon  ever  know  of  an  instance  of  a  hen 
raising  her  chicks  to  maturity? 

Do  you  really  believe  that  these  chicks,  male 
and  female,  will  all  lay  eggs  when  mature? 

Don't  you  see  that  by  ju.st  such  loose  state- 
ments as  those  which  suggested  the  two  pre- 
ceding que.stions  you  .show  your.self  an  inac- 
curate reporter  and  an  incompetent  oliserver? 

■lOJTS  H.  KOBIX.SOX. 

Breeding  for  Fancy  has  not  ^Ruined  the 
Black  Minorcas. 

Mr.  Editor:— Having  noticed  that  it  is  fre- 
quently claimed  in  your  paper  that  breeding 
fowls  for  the  show  room  detracts  from  their 
usefulness,  I  wish  to  give  your  readers  a  few 
facts  which  show  that  this  is  not  the  ca.se 
with  Black  Minorcas,  at  least.  I  have  been  a 
breeder  of  Black  Minorcas  as  long,  if  not 


longer,  than  anyone  in  America  with  one 
exception,  and  have  without  any  exception, 
bred  more  Black  Minorcas  than  any  other 
breeder  in  America.  The  first  Minorcas  that 
I. imported  from  England  were  all  prize  win- 
ners in  England's  best  shows,  such  as  Crystal 
Palace  and  others,  and  all  were  the  progeny 
of  prizewinners  for  over  twelve  generations 
back.  I  have  always  bred  them  to  the  high- 
est st.Hndard  of  show  requirements,  and  they 
have  won  more  than  one  thousand  prizes  in 
the  last  five  years.  In  the  last  two  years  I 
have  furnished  my  customers  with  the  win- 
ners of  more  than  five  hmulred  prizes,  and 
nearly  all  testify  to  their  great  laying  qualities 
lioth  in  number  and  size  of  eggs.  1  only  keep 
the  highest  scoring  birds  for  my  own  use,  and 
1  find  that  they  lay  better  winter  and  summer 
than  any  of  the  twenty-one  ^other  varieties 
that  I  have  lu-ed,  and  are  far  in  advance  of 
any  cross  bred  fowls  that  I  have  ever  owned. 
In  the  last  two  years  I  have  bred  and  shipped 
over  one  thousand  Minorcas  to  all  parts  of 
the  United  States  and  Canada  and  several 
foreign  countries,  and  have  not  lost  one  in 
transportation. 

I  think  the  facts  above  noted  are  good  proof 
that  high  breeding  for  fancy  points  does  not 
necessarily  decrease  the  size  or  impair  the 
usefulness  of  fowls. 

There  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  but  that 
close  inbreeding,  for  fancy  points  or  for  any 
other  reason  or  lack  of  reason,  will  surely 
weaken  the  constitution  and  lessen  the  useful- 
ness of  any  breed  of  fowls  or  animals,  be  they 
pure  bred  or  mongrel;  but  it  is  not  necessary 
to  inbrecd  to  produce  fancy  exhibition  slock, 
as  might  be  supposed  from  reading  many 
articles  which  we  see  in  print.  I  credit  my 
success  in  keeping  my  Minorcas  steadily 
advancing  in  quality  from  year  to  year  to  my 
method  of  introducing  new  blood  more  than 
any  other  one  thing  beside.  I  have  been 
breeding  from  twelve  pens  of  Single  Comb 
Black  Minorcas,  and  the  chicks  from  each  pen 
have  been  marked  as  soon  as  taken  from 
incubators  or  nests.  A  record  of  each  mating 
has  been  kept  from  year  to  year.  In  making 
a  pen  I  select  females  all  of  the  same  breeding, 
and  I  keep  the  pen  filled  with  females  which 
are  their  direct  descendants,  year  after  year. 
In  selecting  males  to  mate  with  these,  I  pre- 
serve a  regular  system  so  that  a  male  is  alw  ays 
several  generations  removed  from  the  pen  to 
which  he  is  n)ated.  To  do  this  it  is  sometimes 
necessary  to  keep  the  same  birds,  both  male 
and  female,  in  the  same  pen  for  two  consecu- 
tive years,  and  often  a  male  breeder  is  kept 
the  second  season,  to  breed  from  in  another 
pen  to  which  he  is  not  related;  and  finally 
when  a  pen  must  be  mated  with  a  male  w  hose 
lineage  traces  back  to  it,  as  the  male  elect  can 
claim  only  one  of  the  hens  that  were  in  the 
pen  five  or  six  years  before,  as  his  grand- 
mother, (and  she  as  many  times  removed)  the 
progeny  of  the  pen  have  not  suffered  from  the 
relationship  of  their  parents.  By  following 
this  course  I  have  never  been  obliged  to  buy 
a  bird  for  new  blood ;  but  I  am  always  glad  to 
buy  one  that  excels  in  the  qualities  for  w  hich 
I  am  breeding  if  I  kncnc  it  is  backed  up  with 
a  line  of  desirable  ancestors,  and  therefore 
will  not  undo  what  I  have  already  accom- 
plished by  breeding.  Very  respectfully, 

George  H.  Xorthup. 

Kaceville,  Wash.  Co.,  X.  Y. 

[Mr.  Xorthup  here  makes  the  very  common 
mistake  of  judging  a  breed  as  a  whole  by  the 
fow  Is  of  a  single  strain.  All  Black  Minoi  cas, 
unfortunately,  are  not  like  his.  We  wish  Mr. 
Xorthup  and  other  breeders  of  prize  winning 
fow  ls  would  furnish  us  egg  records  of  their 
prize  hens  and  pullets. — Ed.} 


A  Cough  Should  Xot  be  Xeglected. 
"Broton^s  Bronchial  Troches"  are  a  simple 
remedy  and  give  immediate  relief.  Avoid  imi- 
tationc. 


Going  Ijike  Hot  Cakes. 
It  is  wonderful  how  the  Poultryman's 
Library  is  selling.  All  who  are  interested  in 
poultry  culture  should  have  the  set  of  books. 
They  are  "Profitalde  Poultry  Farming,"  by 
Michael  K.  Boyer;  "Farm-Poultry  Doctor," 
by  Dr.  X.  W.  Sanborn;  "A  Living  from 
Poultry,"  and  '-Broilers  for  Profit,"  both  by 
Michael  K.  Boyer.  The  four  for  $1.50. 
Address,  I.  S.  Johnson  &  Co.,  22  Custom 
House  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 


S.  C.  W.  Leghorns, 
Buff  Leghorns, 

Buff  Wyandottes. 


My  birds  have  won  the  highest  honors  at  Madison 
Square  Garden  duriHg  the  past  tive  yt*ars.  No  Mi- 
norcas or  Minorca  eggs  for  salt*.  Send" for  new  illus- 
trated catahigne  givin;,'  lull  description  cf  i he  unsur- 
passed sliow  record  of  my  slock,  full  price  iisi.etc. 

EZKA  COKMiLL,  Ithaca,  N.  Y. 


LEINGUBAT0RAND6B08DER 


Need  We  Say  More? 


AU  about  thcni  in  Book  on  Incubation  and  Poultry,  sent  for  10  ceuts. 

RELIABLE  INCUBATOR  &  BROODER  GO.JDUINGY,  ILLS.  I 
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Helped  Just  in  Time. 

Mr.  Editor;  —  Tbe  book,  "Broilers  for 
Profit,"  came  to  hand  iu  due  time.  I  have 
already  saved  ten  times  the  price  of  it  by 
hints  given  on  moisture  in  incubators.  I  was 
using  moisture  according  to  manufacturer's 
dlrectioTis,  but  as  the  eggs  vpere  not  hatching 
fast  enough  I  put  in  sponges  and  brought  them 
out  all  right. 

I  am  going  to  try  broilers  and  eggs  com- 
bined with  fruit  and  garden  truck.  I  have 
had  some  trouble  in  finding  good  pure  stock 
that  is  hardy.  The  stock  I  got  had  evidently 
been  bred  for  points  till  they  had  lost  their 
vitality.  The  man  who  breeds  for  utility  first 
and  points  afterwards,  is  going  to  secure  a 
large  share  of  the  trade  in  the  future.  I  want 
eggs  and  vitality,  rather  than  fancy  feathers. 

Copies  of  Farm-Poultry  came  to  hand. 
Just  the  paper  I  have  been  looking  for.  Prac- 
tical poultry  for  the  average  farmer  rather 
than  fancy  stock  for  the  few.  C.  J.  E. 

Huron,  Indiana. 

Pekin  Ducks  Liay, 
Mr.  Editor: — I  thought  it  might  be  of  inter- 
est to  note  the  good  work  of  my  Pekin  ducks 
this  year.  I  am  running  forty-five  females 
and  ten  drakes  in  one  flock.  They  have  no 
water  except  the  tub  they  drink  from,  and 
rain  water  puddles,  but  they  have  the  run  oJ 
five  acres  of  ploughed  ground.  During  month 
of  April  they  laid  eleven  hundred  and  ninety- 
six  eggs,  only  four  short  of  an  average  of 
forty  per  day  for  the  month  from  forty-five 
ducks. 

There  has  been  such  a  demand  for  the  eggs 
that  I  did  not  set  any  'till  April  23d,  when  I 
put  ninety-six  under  eight  hens.  Last  night 
I  tested  them  and  found  ninety  with  good 
strong  germs,  two  doubtful  ones,  three  dead 
germs,  and  only  one  clear. 

Both  the  laying  record  and  fertility  seem  to 
prove  that  a  pond  or  stream  is  not  neces- 
sary. E.  S.  PI. 

Lowell,  Mass. 

Pretty  Good  Laying. 
Mr.  Editor:  —  I  see  so  many  are  sending 
you  their  egg  records,  I  thought  I  would  send 
you  the  record  of  a  AVhite  Wyandotte  pullet, 
which  I  bought  of  W.  E.  Mack,  last  fall. 
This  pullet  was  not  fed  for  laying  until  about 
December  1st,  as  I  wanted  her  eggs  to  set 
this  spring,  but  she  started  iu  laying  December 
17th,  and  laid  twelve  eggs  for  the  remainder 
of  December.   Her  record  is : 

December   12  eggs. 

January   23  " 

February   19  " 

March   22  " 

April   22  " 

May  (.5  daysj    i  " 

All  in  all,  one  hundred  and  two  eggs,  and  she 
does  not  act  as  though  she  intended  to  stop. 
I  have  set  all  her  eggs  since  March  1st,  always 
iu  the  nest  with  P.  Eoek  eggs,  and  the 
'"Dottes"  are  always  the  first  out  of  the 
shell.  All  of  my  hens  have  laid  well  this 
winter,  and  are  paying  well.  W.  W.  C. 
Margaretville,  N.  Y. 

Fowl  Hits. 

The  country  editor  is  a  reliable  encyclopedia. 
A  subscriber  sent  him  this  query  recently : 
"What  ails  my  hens?  Every  morning  I  find 
one  of  them  keeled  over  to  rise  no  more."  The 
reply  was,  "The  fowls  ai'e  dead." 

The  latest  thing  in  poultry,  according  to  the 
Ellsworth  correspondent  of  the  Bangor  J\^eios, 
is  a  half-hen-half-duck  owned  by  George 
Downing  of  that  city.  This  strange  bird  lays 
a  duck's  egg  one  day  and  a  hen's  the  next; 
quite  a  remarkable  instance  of  foul  play. 

A  Barnyard  Tea. 

At  a  barnyard  five  o'clock  tea,  Biddy  Ply- 
mouth Eock  was  telling  how  her  great-greatr 
great-great-grandmother,  when  she  came  over 
in  the  Mayflower  with  the  pilgrim  fathers, 
had  nothing  to  eat  but  the  eggs  she  laid.  The 
hens  who  heard  the  tale  were  duly  astonished, 
but  the  Cock-of-the-Walk,  who  happened 
along,  said : 

"  Your  story  reminds  me  of  those  people 
who  expect  the  returns  from  their  first  ad.  to 
pay  their  advertising  bills,  their  running 
expenses,  and  still  leave  a  neat  sum  to  their 
credit  in  the  bank.  A  hen  needs  some  back- 
ing, and  80  does  an  ad." — Agricultural  Adver- 
tising. 
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WHITE  LEAD  is  like  a 
great  many  other  articles 
offered  for  sale  ;  some  good,  some 
bad.  ^See  list  of  the  brands  which 
are  genuine,  or  good.)  They  are 
made  by  the  old  Dutch"  pro- 
cess of  slow  corrosion.  Avoid 
getting  the  other  sort  by  mak- 
ing sure  of  the  brand. 


By-using  National  Lead  Co.'s  Pure  White  Lead  Tinting  Col- 
ors, any  desired  shade  is  readily  obtained.    Pamphlet  giving 


FREE 

V"-^*-^  valuable  information  and  card  showing  samples  of  colors  free, 
also  cards  showing  pictures  of  twelve  houses  of  different  designs  painted  in 
various  styles  or  combinations  of  shades  forwarded  upon  application  to  those 
intending  to  paint. 


National  Lead  Co.,  i  Broadway,  Nezv  York. 

PEEP-O'-DAY  INCUBATORS 
AND  BROODERS. 

Pecp-o'-Day  Fountain  is  the  only  practical  one— 3  sizes. 
Our  FoUlin•^  Coop  cares  for  your  chicks  after  they  leave 
tiie  brooder. 

We  sell  Brooder  parts,  Stoves,  Thermometers,  Egg- 
testers,  etc. 

Tlie  best  Egg-tester  made  only  Soc.  prepaid.  Illustrated 
catalogue  free. 

E.  F.  HODGSON, 
Dover,  Mass. 

20  used  by  editor  ol  this  paper. 


N  FEED. 


This  is  the  best  fooil  you  can  use  to  raise  springers  on.  Highly  recommended  by  leading  breeders.  Low 
price.   We  solicit  sample  orders. 

UNITED  STATES  BAKING  CO.,    465  Medford  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 

Tclejilinno  IKl,  <ni;irlcstown. 


In  Speed 
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CL£V£LAtfI>.  OHIO. 


FRESH  CUT  BONE 

MEAT  FOR  POULTRY, 

Also  Beef  Scraps,  O.  K.  Animal  Food.  Oysttr  Sbell^^, 
P'ish  Meal,  Granulated  Bone,  bteanied  Meat,  Grit, 
etc.  Address, 

BARTLETT  &  HOLMES, 
Springfield,  Mass. 


C.  A.  BARTLETT,  . 

Send  for  cataloy:ue. 


Worcester,  Maag. 


A  Great  Book. 

THE  POULTRY  KEEPER  ILLUSTRATOR. 

It  has  nearly  200  illustrations  and  descrip- 
tions.  No  other  book  like  it. 

Our  new  book.  The  Poultry  Keeper  Illustrator, 

is  now  out,  at  twenty-five  cents  per  copy :  but  for  sixty 
cents  we  send  it  with  tlie  "  i^oultry  Keeper"  one  y  ear. 
It  contains  over  forly  ditierent  designs  of  poultry 
bouses  aloue.  SonieoC  ihc  illustrations  are  very  tine. 
We  admit  that  we  lia\'e  adiied  many  cuts  tliat  liave 
appeared  in  tlie  l*oultr>'  Kcc^per,  goinir  baclv  several 
years,  but  tliat  does  ind  make  the  boolt  any  llie  less 
valuabiCj  as  we  briiif;  Ibcui  lo^etlier.  Tliefollowing 
is  a  partial  list  of  the  contcMts,  and  every  one  is  fully 
described  in  detail,  st>me  of  the  iiouses,  brooders,  etc., 
requiring  several  illustrations  to  show  all  the  parts: 

CONTENTS. 

No.  1— ASix  Hundred  Hen  Farm. 

No.  2— Harris'  i'oullry  House  (two  cuts). 

No.  3— Aidricirs  iiriMider  House  (two  cuts). 

No.  4— Guion's  Poidf  ry  House  (two  cuts). 

No.  5— Incubator  and  Ki  onder  House. 

No.  6— Double  i'oultry  House  (two cuts). 

No.  7— House  for  l.ayitigDucks. 

No.  8— Two-story  I'onltiy  House  (two  cuts). 

No.  9— Heater  and  Ventilator  Design  (two  cuts). 

No.  10— Roomy  Poultry  House  (two  cuts). 

No.  11— Light  Poultry  House. 

N,).  12— Glass  Poidtry  Ihjuse. 

No  ly— Miller's  <  ouiiiiiiatinn  House  (four  cuts). 

No.  U-Poultry  H<uisewith  Protected  Koosts. 

No.  1.5 — Device  for  lliiih  I'lyers  (two  cuts). 

No.  l(i— Pouln  v  House  and  Glass  Shed. 

No.  17— Poult  rv  House  for  Thirty  Fowls  (two  cuts). 

No.  18-lioostiiiK  iShed. 

No.  I'J-Poultry  Ihuise,  Pigeon  Loft  and  Sheds. 
No.'iO-House  for  (ine  Flocli  (two  cuts). 
No.'2l— Capt.  I'hilliiis' Pouliiy  House  (two  cuts). 
No.'2-.!— Two-Storv  Poulliy  H'<.use. 
No.2:!-Couifort  I'oulli  v  I'louse. 
No. '2-1— Clieap  Poullrv  flouses  (twocuts). 
No. '25— Covered  MoMihle  Kiins  (four  cuts). 
No.-2()-Poultry  Hou^e     ith\Mngs  (twoeuts). 
No. '27— Barber's  Poiiltrv  1  louse  (two  cuts). 
No. 28— Doulde  PoiiltrA  llouse  (twocuts). 
No. '29- Boyd's  Poiilt  r^' 1  louse  (twocuts). 
No.  :jl)— Poultry  Hons;  foiMiiall  Flock. 
No.SI-Johnson 's  I'oulti  v  House. 
N".:!2-l'oldtrv  House  fell  <  iU  Lot  (two  cuts). 
No.3:i— I'oultrV  House  Veiitikil<a-  (two  cuts). 
No.  :i4-Six  Angular  I'oiiMiv  House  (two  cuts). 
No. 35— House  with  (ilass  Huns. 
No.36— Byers'  Striiw-l'aeI.ed  Poultry  House. 
No. 37— Brooder  House  for  One  Brood. 
No.  38— Duck  Shed. 

No.  39— Poultry  House  with  Protected  Sheds. 
No.  40— Poultry  House  and  Open  Shed  (twocuts). 
No.  41— I'oultry  House  and  Unrierueafli  Runs. 
No.  42— Clough's  Ventilator  for  Poultry  House; 

And  so  on  to 
No.  108— Movable  Nest. 

All  for  twenty-live  cents— yes,  all  for  ten  cents  when 
you  stibscribe  for  the  "  Poultry  Keeper!  " 

Y<Mi  cannot  get  another  such  illustrated  book  in  the 
Uniteii  States,  not  even  for  fifty  times  tlie  price  ofthis 
— andasiugh'  tlesigri  n)a\'  sa\e  y<iu  many  dollars. 

It  is  |n-int(Ml  on  good  'pajier.  and  e\eiy  illustration 
has  descripl  ion,  and  lias  a  iiaiter  c-over. 

Beariu  mind  that  you  get  tlie  hook  and  the  "Poultry 
KeepcT"  for  one  vear  for  sixtv  cents.  Tlie  "Poultry 
Keeiier"  alone  is  fifty  cents,  wbieli  makes  tlie  cost  o( 
the  book  only  ten  cenis,  the  regular  price  of  the  book 
being  twenty-five  cents. 

POULTRY  KEEPER  CO., 

Parkesburg,  Pa. 


"W0  wfs&  to  testify  to  tlie  I 
good  gtialltiea  of  tie 

iSuccessfuf  Incubator  J 

*  •  Wo  were  Ii  a  t  cJi  ed  by 
it,  azxd  j£J20T.v  wlxGreof  we  J 

"We  did'nt  die  in  the  b1ig11_  for  lack  1 
of  moisture,  because  this  machine  gene- 
rates its  own  moisture."  Other  new  teat-  [ 
urea  fully  explained  in  catalogue.  Sent) 
for  6  cents  in  stamps. 
DES  MOINES  INCUBATOR  CO. 
I        Bojil4.     OES  MOINES,  lA. 


EGGS  REDUCED  ONE  THIRD. 

To  «1  per  13;  S3  per  50;  S5  per  100. 

From  our  prize  winners  at  Hamburg  ajid  Rochester. 

U/UITC  WYANDOTTES. 
Iinilt  LEGHORNS. 

LIGHT  BRAHMAS. 

MAMMOTH  PEKIN  DUCKS. 

189C  model  P.  S.  Incubator,  new,  300-egg  size,  $36. 
Agetits  Prairie  State  Incubators,  Lee's  Lice  Killer, 
and  poultry  supplies  in  general.   Circular  free. 

NIAGARA  FARM, 

W.  E.  Curtiss  &  Co.,  Props.     BansomTille,  N.  Y. 


